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Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes

Understanding the Enduring Appeal of
Enough Said Through Its Rotten Tomatoes
Legacy

In  the  vast  landscape  of  modern  cinema,  few romantic  comedies  manage to
capture  the  bittersweet  complexities  of  middle-aged  love  with  the  grace  and
authenticity found in Nicole Holofcener's 2013 gem, Enough Said. Starring the
late, great James Gandolfini alongside the ever-brilliant Julia Louis-Dreyfus, the film
quietly arrived in theaters to near-universal acclaim. Its performance on the review
aggregator site Rotten Tomatoes stands as a testament to its quality, but the story
behind that score reveals much more than a simple number. This article delves
deep into the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes critical consensus, exploring what
critics  and  audiences  saw in  this  understated  masterpiece  and why its  score
remains a benchmark for thoughtful romantic storytelling.

What Is Enough Said? A Brief Synopsis and Context

Before examining the critical reception, it is essential to understand the film itself.
Enough Said follows Eva (Julia Louis-Dreyfus), a divorced masseuse and mother
preparing to send her daughter off to college. At a party, she meets Albert (James
Gandolfini),  a  kind-hearted,  slightly  overweight  man  who  is  also  navigating  the
perils of single parenthood and the upcoming departure of his own daughter. The
two strike up a tentative romance, built on shared anxieties, gentle humor, and
genuine affection.

Complicating matters is Eva's new friendship with Marianne (Catherine Keener), a
poet  and  client  who  constantly  vents  about  her  insufferable  ex-husband.  The
dramatic irony—and the film's central tension—arises when Eva slowly realizes that
Marianne's ex-husband is, in fact, Albert. Suddenly, she must reconcile the man
she  is  falling  for  with  the  monster  described  by  his  former  wife.  The  film  is  a
masterclass  in  dialogue-driven storytelling,  avoiding typical  rom-com tropes  in
favor  of  something  far  more  humane  and  observant.  This  unique  narrative
structure is a key reason why the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes score remains
so impressive.

Breaking Down the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes Score: The
Numbers

As  of  the  time  of  writing,  Enough  Said  holds  a  Certified  Fresh  rating  on  Rotten
Tomatoes. The Tomatometer score sits at an outstanding 95%, based on reviews
from  over  180  critics.  The  critics'  consensus  reads:  "Thanks  to  charming
performances from Julia Louis-Dreyfus and the late James Gandolfini, Enough Said



finds humor and heart in the challenges of middle-aged love."

This is a remarkable achievement for any film, let alone a quiet,  character-driven
romantic comedy without explosive visual effects or a massive marketing budget.
To put this into perspective, a 95% score places it among the upper echelon of the
genre,  alongside  classics  and  modern  favorites.  The  Audience  Score,  which
represents the approval rating from general viewers who have verified their ticket
purchase, is equally strong, hovering around 80%. While this gap between critic
and audience scores is common—critics often reward originality more generously
than mainstream audiences—the 80% audience approval still indicates a strong
positive reception from the public.

Why the Critics Loved It: An Analysis of the Critical Consensus

The  high  Enough  Said  Rotten  Tomatoes  score  is  not  accidental.  Critics
universally  praised  several  key  elements  of  the  film.  First  and  foremost  was  the
casting.  James  Gandolfini,  known  primarily  for  his  iconic,  explosive  role  as  Tony
Soprano,  delivered  a  performance  of  extraordinary  vulnerability  and  quiet
tenderness. Seeing him as a gentle, slightly insecure, deeply loving father was a
revelation. It reminded audiences of the range he possessed, and tragically, the
roles he never got to play. Julia Louis-Dreyfus matched him beat for beat, bringing
her  impeccable comedic  timing to a  role  that  also required genuine dramatic
weight.

Secondly,  Nicole  Holofcener's  writing  and  direction  were  lauded  for  their
authenticity. Holofcener has a gift for writing dialogue that sounds like real people
talking—hesitating, interrupting, misspeaking, and revealing themselves through
seemingly mundane conversations. Enough Said  avoids the manic setups and
grand romantic gestures of  typical  Hollywood rom-coms. Instead, the romance
builds  through shared meals,  awkward silences,  and gentle  jokes.  Critics  also
highlighted the film's nuanced take on the stories we tell  ourselves about our ex-
partners.  The  film  asks  whether  it  is  possible  to  truly  know  another  person,
especially  through  the  biased  lens  of  a  failed  marriage.  This  thematic  depth
elevated the film beyond mere entertainment, a factor that heavily influenced the
Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes aggregate score.

The Audience Perspective: What Viewers Said

While  the  critics  gave  the  film  near-perfect  marks,  the  audience  reaction,  as
reflected  in  the  80%  Audience  Score,  tells  a  slightly  more  varied  story.  Reading
through audience reviews, a common theme emerges: viewers were deeply moved
by the performances,  particularly  Gandolfini's.  Many noted that  knowing this  was
one  of  his  final  performances  added  an  undeniable  layer  of  poignancy  to  every
scene.  The  film's  realistic  pacing  and  lack  of  traditional  plot  mechanics  were
praised by some but noted as a potential drawback by others. Some audience
members found the film too slow or too focused on the anxieties of a demographic
they could not relate to.

However, the vast majority of audience reviews are glowing. Common phrases
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used in positive audience reviews include "heartfelt," "charming," "honest," and
"refreshingly adult." For many, the film felt like a welcome antidote to the frantic,
often juvenile tone of mainstream romantic comedies. The strong Audience Score
on the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes page confirms that the film resonated not
just with elite critics, but with ordinary people looking for a thoughtful, emotionally
resonant story about love later in life.

How Enough Said Compares to Other Romantic Comedies on
Rotten Tomatoes

To fully appreciate the strength of the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes rating, it
is helpful to compare it to other films in the romantic comedy genre. Many beloved
rom-coms, especially those from the 1990s and early 2000s, hold scores that are
significantly lower. For example:

You've Got Mail (1998): Holds a Tomatometer score of approximately 70%.
Notting Hill (1999): Sits around 83%, a strong score but still well below
95%.
What Women Want (2000): Hovers around 55%, showing that commercial
success does not always translate to critical acclaim.
Crazy, Stupid, Love (2011): One of the most acclaimed modern rom-coms,
holds a score of 79%.
The Big Sick (2017): A standout at 98%, often cited alongside Enough Said
as proof of the genre's vitality.

This comparison shows that achieving a 95% score is exceptionally rare for a
romantic comedy. It places Enough Said in the company of films that are not just
good for their genre, but genuinely great films by any standard. The Enough Said
Rotten Tomatoes score signals to potential viewers that this is not a typical date-
night filler; it is a film with real artistic merit.

The James Gandolfini Factor: A Performance That Transcends
the Film

No discussion of Enough Said and its Rotten Tomatoes success can be complete
without  acknowledging  the  profound  impact  of  James  Gandolfini's  performance.
Gandolfini passed away suddenly in June 2013, just a few months before the film's
September  release.  The  tragedy  cast  a  long  shadow  over  the  film's  promotional
tour  and  its  critical  reception.  Reviews  were  filled  with  a  sense  of  mourning  and
gratitude. Critics noted that the film felt like a final gift—a chance to see an actor
of immense talent shed his most famous persona and reveal a gentle, romantic
soul.

This  emotional  context  undoubtedly  influenced  the  Enough  Said  Rotten
Tomatoes  reviews. However,  it  would be a disservice to the film to suggest that
the high score is merely a result of sentimentality. The performance is genuinely
excellent,  regardless  of  the  circumstances.  Gandolfini  brings  a  physical  and
emotional  openness  to  the  role  of  Albert.  His  character  is  aware  of  his  own
shortcomings,  comfortable in  his  own skin,  and utterly  lovable.  The chemistry



between him and Louis-Dreyfus is palpable and natural. The film allows Gandolfini
to  show  his  range—comic  timing,  dramatic  depth,  and  a  sweetness  that  his
previous  roles  rarely  allowed.  This  performance  is  a  cornerstone  of  the  film's
enduring  reputation.

Nicole Holofcener's Directorial Vision: The Key to the Film's
Success

While the actors deserve immense credit, the vision behind the camera belongs to
writer-director  Nicole  Holofcener.  Her  filmography,  including  Lovely  & Amazing,
Friends with Money, and Please Give, has consistently explored the inner lives
of women and the complicated dynamics of relationships. With Enough Said, she
turned her observational gaze toward a romantic partnership, and the result is
remarkably balanced. Holofcener does not villainize any character. Marianne is not
a monster; she is a woman hurt by her divorce. Albert is not a saint; he has his
flaws. Eva is not a schemer; she is a woman caught in an impossible situation.

This moral  complexity is rare in romantic comedies,  which often rely on clear
villains and obstacles to overcome. Holofcener trusts her audience to sit with the
ambiguity.  This  sophisticated  storytelling  is  precisely  the  kind  of  filmmaking  that
resonates with Rotten Tomatoes' approval rating system, which tends to reward
originality and emotional intelligence. The strong Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes
score reflects a critical community grateful for a film that treats its characters—and
its audience—with respect and intelligence.

The Role of Rotten Tomatoes in the Film's Legacy

The  Rotten  Tomatoes  score  has  become  an  essential  part  of  how  modern
audiences discover and evaluate films. For Enough Said, the Certified Fresh rating
has likely helped it find a second life on streaming platforms. A 95% score acts as a
powerful  recommendation engine. When a viewer sees that number, it  signals
quality, trustworthiness, and critical consensus. This is particularly important for a
film like  Enough Said,  which received a  modest  theatrical  release but  has  since
become  a  staple  on  Netflix,  HBO  Max,  and  other  services.  Many  viewers  who
missed  the  film  in  theaters  were  likely  drawn  to  it  by  the  glowing  Enough Said
Rotten  Tomatoes  score.  This  digital  word-of-mouth  has  ensured  that  the  film
remains in the cultural conversation years after its release. The score also serves
as a benchmark for future romantic comedies. Filmmakers and studios look at such
scores  as  proof  that  adult-oriented,  character-driven  stories  can  still  find  critical
and commercial success. The legacy of Enough Said is therefore intertwined with
the metrics of modern film criticism.

What the Score Does Not Tell You: The Subjective Experience

While the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes score is a useful shorthand for quality,
it is important to remember what a score cannot capture. A percentage cannot
convey the specific texture of a scene, the ache in a character's voice, or the quiet
joy  of  two  people  finding  each  other  late  in  life.  It  cannot  tell  you  how  the  film
handles the bittersweet reality of children leaving home, or the way it portrays the
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small, nervous rituals of dating after years of marriage.

For  many  viewers,  the  film's  greatest  strength  is  its  relatability.  It  is  a  film  for
anyone who has ever wondered if they are too old for love, or if they are making
the same mistakes all over again. The score on Rotten Tomatoes opens the door,
but  the experience of  watching the film is  what  makes it  truly  special.  If  you are
considering watching Enough Said, let the Tomatometer score be your invitation,
but stay for the quiet beauty of the story itself.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy of Love and Critical Approval

In the final analysis, the Enough Said Rotten Tomatoes score of 95% is a well-
deserved testament to a film that accomplishes something rare:


