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Map Of Kent County Delaware

Introduction: Understanding Kent County
Through Its Maps

Delaware's hidden gem, Kent County, sits as the central of the state’s three counties,
bridging the bustling northern corridor of New Castle County with the more rural and
coastal Sussex County. Whether you are a long-time resident, a prospective homebuyer,
a history enthusiast, or a visitor planning a weekend getaway, having a reliable map of
Kent County Delaware is an indispensable tool. More than just a collection of streets
and boundaries, a well-designed map reveals the area’s rich agricultural heritage, its
historic towns, and the natural waterways that have shaped its development. In this
article, we will explore the many layers of cartographic representation for Kent County,
from classic road maps to modern digital GIS platforms, and show how understanding
these maps can enrich your experience of this unique region.

Maps are living documents. They tell stories of how communities grew, where commerce
flowed, and how the landscape changed over centuries. For Kent County, Delaware, the
map is especially vital because the county contains a blend of historic districts, sprawling
farmlands, the state capital of Dover, and the scenic Delaware Bay coastline. By the end
of this comprehensive guide, you will not only know what to look for on a map of Kent
County Delaware but also how to use that information for travel, research, or simply to
appreciate the county’s character.

Geographic Overview of Kent County, Delaware

Kent County is the middle county of Delaware, bordered by New Castle County to the
north, Sussex County to the south, the Delaware River and Bay to the east, and the state
of Maryland to the west. Its central location makes it a transportation hub, with major
highways like US Route 13, US Route 113, and Delaware Route 1 cutting through its
heart. The county seat is Dover, which also serves as the state capital. Other notable
towns include Smyrna, Milford (partially in Sussex), Harrington, and the historic river
town of Leipsic.

A reliable map of Kent County Delaware  will show a relatively flat landscape, typical
of the Atlantic Coastal Plain, with elevations rarely exceeding 60 feet above sea level.
The county is crisscrossed by numerous rivers and creeks, most notably the St. Jones
River, which flows through Dover into the Delaware Bay, and the Murderkill River, which
empties near Bowers Beach. The eastern edge of the county features a series of coastal
communities and state parks, such as Pickering Beach and the Bombay Hook National
Wildlife Refuge, a critical stopover for migratory birds.



Why Geographic Details Matter on Maps

When examining a map of Kent County Delaware, pay attention to the topographic
contours (often in specialized relief maps) that indicate slight rises and low-lying areas.
This  is  crucial  for  understanding  flood  risks,  especially  near  the  bay  and  along  river
corridors. The agricultural character of the county is also evident – vast tracts of land are
designated as  farmland on detailed land-use maps.  For  those interested in  outdoor
recreation, maps that highlight state wildlife areas (like the Kent County Wildlife Area)
and fishing access points are invaluable.

Types of Maps Available for Kent County

Not all maps serve the same purpose. Depending on your needs, you might choose from
several distinct types of map of Kent County Delaware:

Road Maps: Essential for driving navigation. These show interstates, U.S.
highways, state routes, and local roads. The official Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT) map is a reliable source.
Topographic Maps: Published by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), these show
elevation contours, rivers, forests, and man-made features like buildings. Ideal for
hiking or land surveying.
Political Maps: Display county boundaries, municipal limits, voting precincts, and
school districts. Useful for understanding governance and representation.
Historical Maps: Reproductions of antique maps from the 18th and 19th
centuries. These reveal how settlements, roads, and property lines have changed
over time.
Satellite and Aerial Imagery: Available through services like Google Maps or the
Delaware FirstMap portal. Perfect for visualizing current land use and real-world
conditions.
Interactive Digital Maps (GIS): The State of Delaware offers a comprehensive
Geographic Information System (Delaware FirstMap) that allows users to overlay
data layers such as zoning, floodplains, soil types, and property boundaries.

Choosing the Right Map for Your Purpose

If you are planning a road trip through central Delaware, a standard road map of Kent
County Delaware (paper or digital) will suffice. For a real estate purchase, you will want
a parcel map showing exact lot lines and tax assessment information, which is available
through  the  Kent  County  website  or  the  Delaware  GIS  portal.  Birdwatchers  visiting
Bombay Hook should look for a refuge map that marks trails, observation towers, and
impoundment pools. And for genealogists, a historical map of the county circa 1868 can
be a treasure chest of family history.

Key Features Highlighted on a Map of Kent
County Delaware

To really get the most out of your map of Kent County Delaware, you should be able
to identify and understand the following key features:

https://firstmap.delaware.gov/
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Major Roadways and Transportation Hubs

The backbone of the county’s transportation network is U.S. Route 13,  a four-lane
highway that runs north-south through the center of the county, passing through Dover
and Smyrna. Parallel to it is Delaware Route 1, which is a tolled bypass around Dover
and continues south toward the beaches. U.S. Route 113 also runs north-south in the
western part of the county, serving towns like Milford and Harrington. The county is also
served by the Dover Air Force Base, which has its own airfield and is clearly marked on
any detailed map.

Waterways and Coastal Areas

Kent  County’s  eastern  boundary  follows  the  Delaware  Bay,  a  significant  estuary.  The
coastline is  dotted with small  communities such as Little Creek, Bowers Beach, and
Slaughter Beach. Rivers like the St. Jones and Murderkill are vital for drainage and
ecology. A good map will show the intricate network of creeks, drainage ditches, and
marshes  –  note  that  these  areas  are  often  depicted  in  a  lighter  green  or  tan  on
topographic sheets to indicate wetlands. The Chesapeake & Delaware Canal  cuts
across the northern tip of the county, connecting the Delaware River to the Chesapeake
Bay; its presence is a major navigational feature.

Parks, Wildlife Refuges, and Public Lands

One of the pleasant surprises on a map of Kent County Delaware is the abundance of
green spaces. Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge covers over 16,000 acres of
tidal salt marsh, freshwater impoundments, and forest. Killens Pond State Park  is
another popular recreation area, with a water park, campground, and hiking trails. Also
look for Morgan State Park along the St. Jones River. These areas are usually shaded in
green on official state maps.

Historic and Cultural Points of Interest

History  buffs  searching  for  a  map  of  Kent  County  Delaware  will  want  to  locate
Dover’s Historic Green, the site of the Old State House and the John Bell House. The
town of Smyrna has a historic district with many well-preserved 19th-century homes.
Leipsic is a former shipping port with a distinctive waterfront. Many maps also mark the
Kent County Courthouse and other historic markers along the roads. For genealogical
research, nineteenth-century plat maps (available online from the University of Delaware)
show the names of landowners and the locations of churches, mills, and taverns.

How to Read a Map of Kent County Delaware
Effectively

Whether you are using a printed map of Kent County Delaware or a digital app, you
need to understand the basic elements. Here is a quick guide:

Legend: Always start with the legend. It tells you what symbols mean – a train1.
track, a highway, a stream, a park boundary, etc.



Scale: Most maps include a scale bar (e.g., 1 inch = 1 mile). This is essential for2.
estimating distances. On digital maps, zoom in until the scale is appropriate for
your task.
Grid and Coordinates: Many paper maps use a grid system (like the Universal3.
Transverse Mercator or latitude/longitude). For GPS users, coordinate information
helps pinpoint locations.
North Arrow: Determine the orientation. True north versus magnetic north can4.
vary slightly, but for most practical uses, the map’s north arrow is sufficient.
Contour Lines: On topographic maps, lines close together indicate steep terrain;5.
lines far apart mean gentle slopes. Kent County is relatively flat, so the lines will be
widely spaced, but they still show subtle changes.

Using Online and Digital Maps for Kent County

The most accessible map of Kent County Delaware today is likely on your phone.
Google Maps and Apple Maps provide street-level navigation with real-time traffic. But for
deeper information, the Delaware FirstMap portal is unmatched. You can turn on layers
for  parcel  boundaries,  zoning,  flood  hazard  areas,  soil  types,  and  even  historic  aerial
imagery.  The  Kent  County  Government  website  also  offers  a  property  search  tool  that
links to a detailed parcel map, which is very useful for checking property lines before
buying land.

Another excellent resource is the USGS National Map (viewer.nationalmap.gov), which
offers topo maps that you can download as PDFs. For historical fanatics, the Library of
Congress online collection includes scanned 19th-century maps of Kent County, showing
the  locations  of  “roads,  railroads,  post  offices,  and  names  of  residents”  –  a  priceless
genealogical  tool.

Practical Uses of a Map of Kent County
Delaware

Beyond simple navigation, a map of Kent County Delaware serves many practical
purposes:

Real Estate and Land Use: When evaluating a property, a parcel map reveals
acreage, adjacent land uses, flood zone designations, and setbacks. It helps in due
diligence.
Emergency Preparedness: Knowing the evacuation routes, hospitals (like
Bayhealth Medical Center in Dover), and emergency shelter locations (often
marked on county preparedness maps) can be life-saving.
Tourism and Recreation: Planning a vacation? A map that shows historic inns,
wineries, craft breweries, and state park entrances (like the ones in Harrington and
Milford) lets you optimize your itinerary.
Agriculture and Logging: Farmers use soil survey maps to decide which crops to
plant; these are a specialized type of map derived from aerial photography and
field inspections, often available through the USDA.
Education: Teachers and students can use a map to study the geography of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, the development of the Delaware colony, and the
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impact of the DuPont company on the state.

The Importance of Accurate Maps for Government Services

Kent County’s government relies on accurate cartography for planning and zoning. The
county’s Comprehensive Plan uses maps to show future growth areas, conservation
zones, and infrastructure needs. Tax assessment maps ensure every parcel within the
county is accounted for. If you are involved in local


