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Kareem Abdul
Jabbar Career

Points

The
Unparalleled
Legacy of the
NBA's All-
Time Leading
Scorer

In  the  pantheon  of
basketball  greatness,
few numbers carry the
weight and resonance
o f  3 8 , 3 8 7 .  F o r
decades,  this  figure
h a s  s t o o d  a s  t h e
ultimate benchmark of
offensive  consistency,

d o m i n a n c e ,  a n d
l o n g e v i t y  i n  t h e
National  Basketball
Association. This is the
story of a record that
defined an era and the
m a n  w h o  s e t  i t :
K a r e e m  A b d u l -
Jabbar. To understand
the  magnitude  of  his
scoring achievement is
to appreciate a career
t h a t  b l e n d e d  a
revolutionary  skill
with  unparalleled
d e d i c a t i o n .  T h e
conversation  around
K a r e e m  A b d u l
Jabbar career points



is not merely about a
statistic; it is a journey
through the  evolution
of  modern basketball,
a  testament  to  the
power  of  a  signature
move, and a reflection
o f  a  m a n  w h o
remained at  the peak
of his powers for two
full decades.

From  his  dominant
collegiate  days  at
UCLA  under  John
W o o d e n  t o  h i s
championship  runs
with  the  Los  Angeles
Lakers, Abdul-Jabbar's
scoring  prowess  was
the  cons tant  in  a
c a r e e r  o f
extraordinary  change.
He entered the league
as  a  tall,  impossibly
gifted center  and left
it as the most prolific
scorer  the  game  had
ever  seen,  a  title  he
still  holds today.  This

article  explores  the
m i l e s t o n e s ,  t h e
m e t h o d ,  a n d  t h e
meaning  behind  the
points  that  cemented
his status as a legend.

The Record
That Defined
a Generation

When  Kareem  Abdul-
Jabbar retired in 1989,
his  career  point  total
of 38,387 was not just
a  record;  i t  was  a
m o n u m e n t .  I t
s u r p a s s e d  t h e
previous  benchmark
s e t  b y  W i l t
Chamberlain,  a  feat
many  thought  would
never  be  achieved.
T h e  n u m b e r
represents an average
of  24.6  points  per
g a m e  o v e r  a n
astonishing 20 seasons
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in  the  league.  What
makes  this  tally  even
more  remarkable  is
the context of the era
in  which  he  played.
The NBA of the 1970s
a n d  1 9 8 0 s  w a s  a
physical,  grind-it-out
league with no three-
point line for the first
half of his career and
m o r e  c o n g e s t e d
spacing  overall.  In
that  environment,
Abdul-Jabbar crafted a
scoring  resume  that
remains  the  go ld
standard.

For  any  p layer  to
challenge this number,
they  would  need  a
combination  of  elite
s c o r i n g  a b i l i t y ,
remarkable  health,
and  an  exceptionally
long  career.  While
L e B r o n  J a m e s
eventually  surpassed
the total in 2023, the

sheer  dominance  of
Abdul-Jabbar's  record
for  34  years  speaks
v o l u m e s .  W h e n
discussing  Kareem
Abdul Jabbar career
points, one must also
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  h e
achieved  this  while
being  the  focal  point
of  every  opposing
defense.  There  were
no easy baskets; every
point  was  earned
against  double-teams,
hard fouls,  and game
plans  specif ical ly
designed to stop him.

Breaking Down
the Milestones

A career as prolific as
Abdul-Jabbar's  is  best
understood through its
key  milestones.  Each
marker  represents  a
season of excellence, a
testament to his ability
to adapt and thrive.



The 20,000-
Point Plateau:
Abdul-Jabbar
reached this
mark in the
1974-75 season,
his sixth year in
the league. At
the time, he was
already a three-
time MVP and
had established
himself as the
premier center in
the NBA. This
was a pace that
suggested he
would eventually
challenge the all-
time greats.
The 30,000-
Point Club: On
February 19,
1984, in a game
against the Utah
Jazz, Kareem
became the
second player in
league history to
score 30,000

points, joining
Wilt
Chamberlain.
This was a
watershed
moment. It
signified not just
talent, but an
incredible level
of sustained
excellence. He
was 36 years old
and still the go-to
scorer for a
championship-
contending
Lakers team.
The All-Time
Record
(38,387): The
historic night
came on April 5,
1984, again
against the Utah
Jazz. With a
classic skyhook
in the third
quarter, Abdul-
Jabbar surpassed
Wilt
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Chamberlain's
record of 31,419
points. The
spontaneous
celebration from
his teammates,
including a
young Magic
Johnson, is one of
the most iconic
moments in NBA
history. The
record would
stand for 39
years.

These  milestones  are
n o t  r a n d o m
checkpoints;  they  are
signposts  of  a  career
that defied the typical
a r c  o f  a n  N B A
s u p e r s t a r .  M o s t
players  experience  a
decline  in  their  early
3 0 s ,  b u t  A b d u l -
J abbar ' s  scor ing
remained  remarkably
consistent .  In  his
age-36  season,  he

averaged  21.5  points
p e r  g a m e .  I n  h i s
age-38 season, he was
still  averaging  17.5
points per game. This
longevity is the secret
ingredient  behind  the
K a r e e m  A b d u l
Jabbar career points
total.

The Skyhook:
The
Unstoppable
Weapon

No  analysis  of  his
scoring  is  complete
w i t h o u t  a  d e e p
appreciation  for  the
skyhook.  It  was more
than a move; it was a
w e a p o n  o f  m a s s
p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e
skyhook  was  a  high-
arcing,  one-handed
shot  released  from  a
point  so  high  that  it



w a s  v i r t u a l l y
impossible  to  block.
Kareem  developed  it
as  a  young  player  to
protect  himself  from
taller  defenders,  and
he  perfected  it  over
his career.

W h a t  m a d e  t h e
s k y h o o k  s o
devastating  was  its
geometry.  The  ball
started high above his
head, was released at
the apex of his jump,
a n d  f o l l o w e d  a
trajectory  that  was
both  steep  and  soft.
Defenders  could  not
reach it because of his
7'2"  frame  and  the
angle  of  the  release.
Furthermore, he could
shoot  it  with  either
hand, though his right-
handed hook was the
primary  weapon.  He
could use it  from the
post,  after  a  dribble,

or  as  a  turnaround.
Th i s  s ing le  move
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a
staggering percentage
of  his  career  total.  It
w a s  a  s h o t  t h a t
required no screen, no
fancy  footwork  to
create  separation—it
was  a  self-created,
high-percentage  look
that he could rely on
in the clutch.

The  skyhook  was  the
greatest  individual
offensive  tool  in  the
history of the game. It
allowed  him  to  score
efficiently into his 40s,
a  t ime  when  most
centers are playing on
diminished knees  and
reduced  athleticism.
While  the  league  has
evolved to favor three-
point  shooting  and
explosive  drives,  the
fundamental  principle
o f  t h e



Kareem Abdul Jabbar Career Points

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Harrison
& Coleman • Every book is a new adventure. • Page 7

skyhook—creating  an
impossible  angle  for
the  defense—remains
a  perfect  lesson  in
basketball physics and
skill.

Consistency
and
Longevity:
The
Foundation
of the Record

The  raw  number  of
K a r e e m  A b d u l
Jabbar career points
is  a  direct  result  of
t w o  f a c t o r s :
c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d
longevity .  Abdul -
Jabbar  played  1,560
regular-season games,
which  was  an  NBA
record at  the time of
his  retirement.  He
m i s s e d  v e r y  f e w

games due to injury, a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  h i s
rigorous  training  and
lifestyle.  He  famously
practiced  yoga  and
m a r t i a l  a r t s  t o
maintain flexibility and
core  strength,  well
be fore  i t  became
common in the NBA.

Consider his statistical
c o n s i s t e n c y .  H e
averaged  more  than
20 points per game in
17 of  his 20 seasons.
He  led  the  league  in
scoring  twice  (1970,
1 9 7 1 )  a n d  w a s
consistently  among
the  top  five  for  the
first  15  years  of  his
career. This was not a
player who relied on a
h o t  s t r e a k  o r  a
favorable  system.  He
was  a  system.  His
s c o r i n g  w a s  a
constant,  reliable
output that his teams



could  bank  on,  night
after  night.  Even  as
his  athleticism waned
in his later years, his
b a s k e t b a l l  I Q ,
footwork,  and  that
skyhook  ensured  he
remained  a  potent
offensive  threat.  He
adapted  his  game,
playing  more  facing
the  basket  and  using
his experience to draw
fouls and create high-
percentage looks. This
ability  to  evolve  is  a
hallmark  of  the  truly
great scorers.

Comparing the
Scoring Greats

To  truly  grasp  the
s c a l e  o f  h i s
achievement,  it  helps
t o  s e e  h o w  h i s
numbers  stack  up
against other legends.
While  LeBron  James
now  holds  the  top

spot,  the  context  of
A b d u l - J a b b a r ' s
numbers  remains
staggering.

LeBron James -1.
Surpassed Abdul-
Jabbar's record
in 2023, playing
in a higher-
scoring era with
a three-point line
that offers easier
point
accumulation.
Kareem Abdul-2.
Jabbar - 38,387
points in 20
seasons. No
three-point line
for 10 of those
seasons.
Karl Malone -3.
36,928 points. A
remarkably
consistent scorer
who also
benefited from
longevity and a
pick-and-roll



Kareem Abdul Jabbar Career Points

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Harrison
& Coleman • Every book is a new adventure. • Page 9

system.
Kobe Bryant -4.
33,643 points. A
prolific scorer
but with a
shorter prime
due to injury.
Michael Jordan5.
- 32,292 points.
The greatest per-
game scorer
(30.1 PPG) but
with a shorter
career.

This list highlights the
un ique  na ture  o f
A b d u l - J a b b a r ' s
accomplishment.  He
c o m b i n e d  t h e
longevity  of  Malone
with the sheer scoring
volume of  Jordan.  He
played in an era where
teams averaged fewer
points,  making  his
to ta l s  even  more
impressive.  When you
evaluate  Kareem
Abdul Jabbar career

p o i n t s ,  y o u  a r e
looking  at  a  player
who  was  the  bes t
s c o r e r  o f  h i s
generation  while  also
being one of the most
durable.

Beyond the
Numbers:
Championshi
ps and MVPs

A scorers legacy is not
just  about the points;
it  is  about  the  wins
they  generate.  Abdul-
Jabbar was not a one-
dimensional scorer; he
was  a  champion.  He
w o n  s i x  N B A
championships:  one
with  the  Milwaukee
Bucks in 1971 and five
with  the  Los  Angeles
Lakers in 1980, 1982,
1985, 1987, and 1988.
He was a Finals MVP



in 1985 at the age of
38,  showing  that  his
scoring  could  still  be
the deciding factor on
the biggest stage.

He was also a six-time
MVP,  a  record  that
stands  to  this  day.
This  combination  of
individual  scoring
titles,  MVP  awards,
and  championship
rings places him in a
tier  occupied  only  by
the  absolute  legends
o f  t he  game .  The
points were the engine
that  drove his  teams,
but  the  trophies  are
the  validation  of  his
impact.  He  was  the
focal  point  of  offense
for  dynasties  in  both
Milwaukee  and  Los
Angeles. His ability to
deliver  25-30  points
a g a i n s t  t h e  b e s t
defenses  of  his  era
made  him  the  player

his  teams  relied  on
when the game was on
the line.

Furthermore,  h is
impac t  ex tended
beyond  scoring.  He
w a s  a  t e n a c i o u s
r e b o u n d e r  a n d  a
d o m i n a n t  s h o t -
blocker, becoming the
al l - t ime  leader  in
b l o c k e d  s h o t s  ( a
record that  has  since
been broken). He was
a complete basketball
player, but his scoring
remains  h is  most
d e f i n i n g
characteristic.

Context and
Evolution of
the Game

It is important to place
the  Kareem  Abdul
Jabbar career points
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total  in  the  proper
historical  context.  He
began  his  career  in
the 1969-70 season, a
time when the league
was  still  finding  its
footing. There was no
shot clock violation for
24  seconds  in  the
early years (though it
was  implemented
later).  The  game was
played  mainly  in  the
half-court,  with  an
emphasis  on  feeding
the post. Abdul-Jabbar
was the ultimate post
scorer. He didn't need
to  run  complex  sets;
he  could  simply  get
the ball  on  the block
and  score .  As  the
league  evolved  into
the  Showtime  era  of
the 1980s, he adapted
by  becoming  a  more
mobile player, running
the floor and finishing
fast  breaks  with  his
trademark skyhook.

This ability to adapt is
why  his  scoring  total
is  so  impressive.  The
g a m e  c h a n g e d
drastically  around
him, from the physical,
brawling  style  of  the
70s to the fast-paced,
flashy style of the 80s.
He was  the  constant.
H e  n e v e r
compromised  h i s
offensive  efficiency,
shooting  over  55%
from the field for  his
career. This efficiency,
combined  with  his
volume, is the mark of
a  truly  great  scorer.
He didn't need to hoist
30 shots to get his 30
points;  he did it  with
grace,  skill,  and  an
economy of movement
that  was  beautiful  to
watch.



The Enduring
Legacy of
38,387

Today, Kareem Abdul-
J a b b a r ’ s  l e g a c y
transcends basketball.
He  is  a  respected
a u t h o r ,  a  s o c i a l
activist,  and  a  voice
for  justice.  He  has
used  his  platform  to
speak out on issues of
r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,
religious  tolerance,
and  political  justice.
This  off-court  legacy
o n l y  a d d s  t o  t h e
weight of his on-court
achievements.  The

number  38,387  is  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  h i s
greatness, but it is not
the whole story.

He  transformed  how
the  center  position
w a s  p l a y e d .  H e
showed  that  finesse
and skill could be just
as  effective  as  brute
strength.  He  inspired
generations  of  tall
players  to  develop
their  own  signature
moves,  from  Hakeem
Olajuwon's  Dream
Shake to Tim Duncan's
b a n k  s h o t .  T h e
skyhook remains a lost
art  in  the  modern
game,  a


