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How To Get Oil Stains Off Concrete

Understanding the Challenge
of Oil Stains on Concrete

Concrete surfaces are a staple of driveways,
garages,  patios,  and  workshop  floors.  While
durable and practical, concrete is also highly
porous,  which  makes  it  particularly
vulnerable  to  staining.  Oil  stains,  whether
from a leaking vehicle, a dropped container,
or routine maintenance, are among the most
common  and  s tubborn  b lemishes
homeowners face. Learning how to get oil
stains off concrete is not just about restoring

appearance; it is also about maintaining the
integrity  and  value  of  your  property.  An
untreated oil stain can become a permanent
eyesore, attract dirt, and even create a slip
hazard when wet.

Fortunately,  with  the  right  approach,
materials,  and  a  little  patience,  you  can
effectively  tackle  these  stains.  The  method
you choose will depend on several factors,
including how long the oil has been sitting,
the weather conditions,  and the tools you
have  available.  This  guide  will  walk  you
through proven techniques, from quick fixes
for fresh spills to deep cleaning strategies



for old, set-in stains.

Before diving into the specific methods, it is
important to understand why oil stains are
so  persistent.  Concrete  contains  tiny
capillaries  and  pores.  When  oil  spills,  it
seeps into these openings, bonding with the
surface.  Simply  wiping it  away often only
removes  the  surface  layer,  leaving  the
absorbed oil  behind. This is  why a simple
wash  with  water  rarely  works.  Effective
removal requires drawing the oil out of the
pores or breaking it down chemically so it
can be rinsed away.

Preparation and Safety First

Before you begin any stain removal process,
take a few moments to prepare the area and
protect  yourself.  Proper  preparation  will

make your efforts more effective and safer.

Gather Your Materials

Most of the supplies needed to get oil stains
off concrete are common household items or
readily  available  at  hardware  stores.
Depending on the method you choose, you
may need:

Absorbent materials: kitty litter,
baking soda, cornstarch, or sawdust.
Cleaning agents: liquid dish soap
(degreasing formula), laundry
detergent, or a commercial concrete
degreaser.
Tools: a stiff-bristled scrub brush, a
bucket, a garden hose or pressure
washer, and a scraper or putty knife.
Protective gear: rubber gloves,
safety glasses, and old clothes or
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shoes.

Safety Considerations

When working with chemical degreasers or
pressure  washers,  safety  is  paramount.
Always  work  in  a  well-ventilated  area,
especially if you are inside a garage. Wear
gloves  to  protect  your  skin  from  harsh
chemicals and oil residue. Safety glasses will
shield  your  eyes  from  splashes  or  flying
debris when scrubbing or using a pressure
washer.  If  you  are  using  a  commercial
product,  read  the  label  instructions
thoroughly  and  follow  all  safety  warnings.

Method 1: The Absorbent

Powder Technique (Best for
Fresh Stains)

If you catch a spill within the first few hours,
this  is  often  the  easiest  and  most  effective
method  to  learn  how  to  get  oil  stains  off
concrete. The goal is to soak up as much oil
as possible before it penetrates deeper into
the concrete.

Step-by-Step Process

Act quickly: As soon as you notice1.
the spill, place a barrier around it to
prevent spreading.
Apply absorbent material: Liberally2.
cover the entire stain with kitty litter,
baking soda, or cornstarch. Use
enough to create a thick layer, about



half an inch deep.
Let it sit: Allow the material to3.
absorb the oil for at least 30 minutes
to an hour. For thicker spills, leave it
overnight. The absorbent will draw the
oil out of the concrete pores.
Sweep it up: Use a broom and4.
dustpan to collect the saturated
material. Dispose of it properly
according to local waste guidelines (do
not put large amounts of oil-soaked
material in your regular trash if
prohibited).
Repeat if necessary: You may need5.
to repeat the process a second time
for stubborn spots.
Finish with a scrub: For any6.
remaining residue, mix a small
amount of dish soap with warm water,
scrub with a stiff brush, and rinse

thoroughly with a hose.

This  method  is  highly  effective  for  fresh
motor  oil,  transmission  fluid,  or  cooking  oil
s p i l l s .  I t  i s  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
environmentally  friendly  approaches
because  it  uses  natural  or  minimally
processed  materials.

Method 2: The Dish Soap and
Scrub Method (Best for Light
Stains and Residue)

For  light  stains  or  leftover  residue  after
using  an  absorbent,  a  simple  degreasing
soap solution often works wonders. This is a
gentle yet effective way to get oil  stains off
concrete without harsh chemicals.
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Step-by-Step Process

Create a cleaning solution: In a1.
bucket, mix a generous amount of
liquid dish soap (choose a degreasing
brand like Dawn or a similar product)
with hot water. Use about a quarter
cup of soap per gallon of water.
Wet the stain: Dampen the stained2.
area with plain water first. This
prevents the soap from evaporating
too quickly.
Apply the solution: Pour the soapy3.
water over the stain. Use a stiff-
bristled scrub brush to work the soap
into the concrete vigorously. Focus on
the stained area and a few inches
around it.
Let it soak: Allow the soap solution to4.
sit on the stain for 10 to 15 minutes.

This gives the degreasing agents time
to break down the oil.
Scrub again: Return to the stain and5.
scrub firmly in a circular motion. You
should see the water turning brown or
oily as the stain lifts.
Rinse thoroughly: Use a garden6.
hose with a spray nozzle to rinse away
all the soap and loosened oil. Blast the
area to ensure no soap residue
remains, as it can attract dirt.
Dry and inspect: Allow the concrete7.
to dry completely. Sometimes a stain
appears to disappear when wet only to
reappear after drying. If you still see a
mark, repeat the process or try a
stronger method.

This method works well for surface stains, oil
that was partially cleaned already, or as a



finishing  step  after  other  treatments.  It  is
safe for  most  concrete surfaces,  including
stamped or colored concrete, though always
test a small, inconspicuous area first.

Method 3: Using a Commercial
Concrete Degreaser (Best for
Tough, Set-In Stains)

When  home  remedies  fail,  a  dedicated
concrete  degreaser  is  your  next  line  of
defense.  These  products  are  specifically
formulated to penetrate concrete pores and
break down petroleum-based oils. They are
highly  effective  for  learning  how  to  get  oil
stains off concrete that have been there for
weeks or months.

Choosing a Degreaser

Look  for  a  degreaser  labeled  for  use  on
concrete. Some are water-based and more
environmentally  friendly,  while  others  are
solvent-based and stronger. Always read the
label to ensure it is suitable for your stain
type  and  your  specific  concrete  surface.
Products  containing  citrus  solvents  or
sodium  hydroxide  are  common  options.

Step-by-Step Process

Protect yourself: Wear rubber1.
gloves and safety glasses. Work in a
well-ventilated area.
Pre-wet the concrete: Lightly2.
dampen the stain with water. This
helps the degreaser penetrate more
evenly.
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Apply the degreaser: Pour the3.
product directly onto the stain,
applying enough to cover it
completely. Follow the manufacturer's
instructions for the amount.
Let it dwell: Allow the degreaser to4.
sit for the recommended time, usually
10 to 30 minutes. You may see the
stain begin to lift and bubble.
Scrub vigorously: Use a stiff-bristled5.
brush to agitate the area. This helps
the chemicals break down the oil and
lift it from the pores.
Rinse with high pressure: Use a6.
garden hose with a high-pressure
nozzle or a pressure washer to rinse
the area thoroughly. Direct the water
flow to push the loosened oil and
degreaser away from the stain and off
the concrete.

Repeat if needed: For very old or7.
thick stains, a second application may
be necessary. Allow the concrete to
dry completely between treatments.

Commercial  degreasers  can  be  very
effective,  but  they  are  also  strong.  Avoid
using them near plants, gardens, or drains
that  lead  to  waterways.  Cover  nearby
vegetation  with  plast ic  sheeting  i f
necessary, and collect runoff if possible.

Method 4: The Pressure
Washer Approach (Best for
Large Areas and Heavy



Staining)

Pressure washing alone is rarely enough to
remove deep oil stains, but when combined
with a degreaser or detergent, it can be a
powerful tool. This method is ideal for large
driveway stains or when you need to clean a
whole area efficiently.

Step-by-Step Process

Pre-treat the stain: Apply a1.
degreaser or a heavy-duty detergent
to the stain as described in Method 3.
Allow it to dwell for the recommended
time.
Set up your pressure washer: Use2.
a machine with at least 2500 PSI for
concrete. Attach a turbo nozzle or a
high-pressure fan tip (15 to 25

degrees) for optimal cleaning.
Blast the stain: Hold the nozzle3.
about 6 to 12 inches from the surface
and spray in a sweeping motion. Do
not linger in one spot to avoid etching
the concrete. Work the stain from the
edges toward the center to contain
the runoff.
Rinse thoroughly: Switch to a wider4.
spray pattern or a lower pressure
setting to rinse away all the loosened
oil and cleaning agents.
Allow to dry: Let the concrete dry5.
completely. You may need to repeat
the pre-treatment and pressure
washing for stubborn stains.

Pressure washing is fast and satisfying, but
it  requires  care.  Too  much  pressure  can
damage  the  surface  of  the  concrete,
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especially on older or softer mixes. If  you
are not experienced with a pressure washer,
practice  on  an  inconspicuous  area  first  or
consider  hiring  a  professional.

Method 5: The Poultice
Technique (Best for Deep, Old
Stains)

For stains that have penetrated deep into
the concrete and resist all other methods, a
poultice is often the most effective solution.
A poultice is a paste that draws stains out of
porous materials, similar to how a clay mask
draws  impurities  from  skin.  This  is  an
advanced technique for learning how to get
oil stains off concrete that seem impossible.

How to Make and Apply a Poultice

Choose a poultice material:1.
Common absorptive materials include
baking soda, cornstarch, talcum
powder, or powdered clay (like
diatomaceous earth or bentonite clay).
Mix the poultice: In a bowl, combine2.
the powder with a solvent or a
degreasing liquid. You can use water,
mineral spirits, or a commercial
degreaser. Mix until you have a thick
paste, similar to peanut butter or cake
frosting.
Apply the poultice: Spread the3.
paste over the entire stain, making it
about a quarter to a half inch thick. Be
sure to cover the stain completely and
extend a little beyond the edges.
Cover the poultice: Place a piece of4.



plastic wrap or a plastic bag over the
poultice. This slows down drying and
allows the poultice to draw the oil up

out of the concrete for longer. Tape
the edges down to seal it.
Let it sit: Allow the poultice to dry5.
completely. This


