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Introduction: A Trusted Guide for New Testament Study

For decades, students of the Bible—from pastors and teachers to new believers sitting in
a Sunday school class—have searched for a commentary that is both theologically sound
and accessible. The challenge often lies in finding a resource that explains the biblical
text without drowning the reader in overly technical jargon. This is precisely where the
Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary has made its lasting mark. More than
just a set of notes, this comprehensive work represents a lifetime of pastoral wisdom,
exegetical care, and a deep love for the church. It stands as a unique bridge between
rigorous biblical study and the everyday life of a Christian. In a world filled with
competing Bible study resources, the Wiersbe commentary remains a staple because it
treats the Scripture with reverence and the reader with respect, offering clear, practical,
and deeply spiritual insights into the entire New Testament.
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Who Was Warren Wiersbe? The Pastor Behind the
Commentary

To understand the heart of the Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary, one
must first understand the man. Warren Wendell Wiersbe (1929-2019) was a renowned
American pastor, author, and Bible teacher. He served as a pastor in several churches,
most notably the historic Moody Church in Chicago, and later in a ministry in Lincoln,
Nebraska. He also served as the general director of Back to the Bible, a global radio
ministry. Wiersbe was not just an academic sitting in a library; he was a pastor who
preached and taught week after week. This pastoral heart is evident on every page of his
commentary. He wrote with the intention of feeding the flock of God, not just imparting
information. His famous "BE" series (e.g., *Be Real*, *Be Rich*, *Be Right*, *Be Joyful*,
*Be Ready*) forms the foundation of the collected New Testament commentary. These
studies were born out of his own sermon preparation and Bible teaching, making them
intensely practical and rooted in real-life ministry experience.



Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary

The Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary is a compilation of his individual
New Testament "BE" series books, combined and edited into one comprehensive
hardcover volume or a complete set. It covers the entire New Testament, from the
Gospel of Matthew to the Book of Revelation. While his Old Testament commentaries are
also published (as the "BE" series for the Old Testament and the "Wiersbe Bible
Commentary"), the New Testament collection is particularly famous for its readability
and depth. The commentary is characterized by a verse-by-verse approach, but it is not
a dry, technical exposition. Instead, Wiersbe walks through each passage, explains its
meaning in its original context, and then applies it to the contemporary Christian life.

The "BE" Series Foundation

Each "BE" book focuses on a specific New Testament book or group of books. For
example, Be Real covers the Gospel of John, Be Rich covers Ephesians, and Be Right
covers Romans. The titles reflect the core message Wiersbe identified in each biblical

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Clara & Fuller « Read more, learn more. ¢ Page 3



book. The Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary brings all these individual
studies together. This allows readers to have a complete New Testament reference in
one place, making it easier to trace themes across different books and to have a
consistent voice throughout their study.

Key Features and Strengths of the Commentary

Several distinctive features make the Warren Wiershe New Testament Commentary
a go-to resource for millions of readers. It is not an academic commentary for scholars
writing dissertations, but it is a devoted companion for anyone who wants to understand
and live out the New Testament.

Pastoral and Practical Application

The most striking strength of this commentary is its pastoral heart. Wiersbe writes as a
shepherd, not a lecturer. He constantly asks, "How does this apply to our walk with
God?" and "What does this mean for the local church?" He does not just explain what the
text *meant* to its original audience, but what it *means* now. This makes it invaluable
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for sermon preparation, personal devotions, and small group Bible studies. For instance,
in his commentary on Ephesians, he does not get lost in lengthy debates about the
Greek grammar of Ephesians 1, but instead explains the spiritual blessings in Christ in a
way that fills the reader with hope and praise.

Accessible Language and Clear Structure

Wiersbe believed that the Bible should be understood by everyone, not just the trained
clergy. His writing style is clear, direct, and engaging. He avoids unnecessary theological
jargon and explains difficult concepts in plain English. Each section of the commentary
follows a logical flow, often with a clear outline at the beginning. This structure helps the
reader to follow the argument of the biblical author without getting lost. The Warren
Wiersbe New Testament Commentary is an excellent choice for new believers who
are just beginning to study the Bible in depth, as well as for seasoned Christians who
want a fresh and practical perspective.
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Expository and Verse-by-Verse Analysis

While it is highly application-oriented, the commentary is not shallow. Wiersbe is a
careful exegete. He works through the text methodically, explaining the meaning of key
words, phrases, and historical contexts. He often draws attention to important cross-
references, helping the reader to see how the New Testament connects to the Old
Testament. This expository approach ensures that the application is firmly grounded in
the actual text of Scripture. It is not a collection of random spiritual thoughts, but a
disciplined study of the biblical book.

Insightful Outlines and Overviews

Each book of the New Testament in the commentary is introduced with a detailed
overview that sets the stage for the reader. Wiersbe provides background information
about the author, the recipients, the historical setting, and the main themes of the book.
His outlines are particularly helpful for preachers and teachers who need to structure a
series of sermons or lessons. The outlines are not arbitrary but are derived from the
natural flow of the biblical text itself.
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Who Should Use the Warren Wiersbe New Testament
Commentary?

The beauty of this commentary is its broad appeal. It serves a wide audience without
compromising on content.

» Pastors and Teachers: For sermon and lesson preparation, the practical insights
and outlines are a goldmine. It helps bridge the gap between the ancient text and
the modern congregation.

* Laypeople and New Believers: The clear, application-focused style makes deep
biblical truths accessible to everyone. It is an ideal companion for daily devotions.

e Small Group Leaders: The verse-by-verse format is perfect for inductive Bible
study groups. Leaders can use Wiersbe's insights to guide discussion.

* College and Seminary Students: While not a technical academic commentary,
it serves as an excellent supplementary resource for understanding the big-picture
message of each New Testament book.
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How the Commentary is Structured for Easy Study

The Warren Wiershe New Testament Commentary is designed for engagement, not
just reference. Within each chapter, Wiersbe breaks down the passage into manageable
sections. He frequently uses subheadings to guide the reader and highlight the main
point.

Introduction and Background

Each book begins with a solid introduction covering authorship, date, purpose, and key
themes. This sets a firm foundation for the study that follows.

Verse-by-Verse Exposition

The heart of the commentary is the exposition. Wiersbe moves through the text,
explaining and applying. He often uses rhetorical questions, analogies, and illustrations
to make the text come alive.
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Practical Application Points

Throughout the exposition, Wiersbe highlights specific applications for the reader. He
challenges the reader to not just know the Bible, but to live it. He often includes
questions for personal reflection.

Concluding Thoughts

At the end of each book, Wiersbe often provides a summary or a final appeal, tying the
message of the book back to the overall story of redemption and the Christian life.

Comparing the Wiersbe Commentary to Other Resources

How does the Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary stack up against other
popular Bible commentary series? It occupies a unique niche. Compared to heavier
academic works (like the Word Biblical Commentary or the New International
Commentary on the New Testament), Wiersbe is far more accessible and application-
oriented. It does not include extensive discussions of the original Greek text, textual
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criticism, or scholarly debates. Instead, it distills the essential meaning for the reader.

Compared to other popular practical commentaries (like those of William Barclay or John
MacArthur), Wiersbe shares a similar commitment to clear exposition. However,
Wiersbe's strength lies in his pastoral warmth and his ability to synthesize the entire
biblical narrative. He often makes connections that a more verse-focused commentary
might miss. Many readers find the Wiersbe commentary to be the perfect middle ground:
it is serious about the text, but it is always leading the reader toward worship and
obedience.

Why This Commentary Has Enduring Value

In an age of digital resources, podcasts, and endless Bible study apps, the Warren
Wiersbe New Testament Commentary remains a bestseller for a reason. It is not a
trendy book; it is a trusted resource. Its value lies in its enduring principles. Warren
Wiersbe was not interested in being novel or controversial; he was interested in being
faithful to the Scripture. His commentary helps readers see the beauty of the New
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Testament, the power of the gospel, and the practical wisdom for a life of discipleship. It
invites the reader into a deeper relationship with Christ, not just a deeper understanding
of information.

For a pastor preparing a sermon on a difficult passage in Romans, or a new Christian
trying to understand the Beatitudes in Matthew, or a small group working through the
Book of Acts, the Wiersbe commentary offers clarity, encouragement, and a steady
hand. It reminds us that the Bible is not a puzzle to be solved, but a message to be
believed and lived. The Warren Wiersbe New Testament Commentary is more than
a study tool; it is a spiritual companion for the journey of faith.

How to Get the Most Out of the Commentary

To truly benefit from this resource, do not just use it as a quick reference to settle a
dispute. Instead, use it as a guide for a personal journey through the New Testament.

1. Read the biblical text first. Before reading Wiersbe's comments, read the
passage from Scripture itself. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you.
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2. Engage with the commentary. Read Wiersbe's exposition slowly. Pay attention
to the outline and the main points he makes.

3. Reflect and apply. After reading a section, stop and ask: "What did | learn about
God? About myself? What should | do differently?"

4. Use it for discussion. The commentary is excellent for sparking conversation in
a small group. The practical application points are great discussion starters.

Conclusion: A Timeless Resource for Spiritual Growth

The Warren Wiershe New Testament Commentary is a gift to the church. It stands
as a testament to a life spent studying, teaching, and



