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Brotherhood Of
Steel New Vegas

Introduction:
The Steel
Remnant in
the Mojave

When  you  step  into
the  sun-scorched
wasteland of Fallout:
New Vegas,  you are
i m m e d i a t e l y
confronted by a world
of  shifting  alliances,
desperate  factions,
and the ghosts of the
old world.  Among the
m o s t  i c o n i c  a n d
divisive  groups  you
will  encounter  is  the

Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
c h a p t e r .  T h e i r
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e
Mojave Wasteland is a
shadow  of  what  i t
once was, a proud and
i n s u l a r  t e c h n o -
r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r
reduced to hiding in a
bunker.  Yet,  despite
their diminished state,
the  Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
remains  a  p ivota l
force,  a  faction  that
can  tip  the  scales  of
the  Second  Battle  of
H o o v e r  D a m  a n d
determine the fate of



the entire region. This
article  will  serve  as
your  complete  guide
to  understanding  this
storied  chapter,  from
the i r  h i s to ry  and
internal  struggles  to
t h e i r  p o w e r f u l
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
strategic importance.

The  Brotherhood  of
Steel has always been
defined by its mission:
t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d
c o n t r o l  p r e - w a r
t e c h n o l o g y ,
preventing  it  from
being misused by the
ignoran t  and  the
reck l e s s .  I n  Ne w
Vegas, this mission is
put  to  the  ultimate
test.  This  chapter,
once a scouting force
from  the  Lost  Hil ls
bunker  in  California,
has been ground down
by a  devastating  war

w i t h  t h e  N e w
California  Republic
(NCR). Now, they are a
w o u n d e d  b e a s t ,
clinging to survival  in
the  hidden  bunker  of
Hidden  Valley.  Their
l e a d e r ,  E l d e r
McNamara, is cautious
and  conservative,
prioritizing  defense
and  preservation.
However,  a  younger,
more  aggress ive
fact ion  within  the
chapter,  led  by  Head
P a l a d i n  H a r d i n ,
b e l i e v e s  t h e
Brotherhood  must
s t r i k e  b a c k  a n d
reclaim  its  former
glory.  This  internal
conflict  is  the  heart  of
the  Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
narrative,  presenting
you  with  a  crucial
choice  that  will  define
your  relationship  with
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them.

The History
and Fall of
the Mojave
Chapter

To  understand  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel New Vegas as
they exist in 2281, you
must  first  understand
the  war  that  broke
them. The chapter was
d i spa t ched  f r om
California to scout the
M o j a v e .  T h e y
established a presence
in  Hidden  Valley  and
began  their  usual
work: scouting for and
secur ing  pre-war
techno logy .  Th i s
inevitably  brought
them into conflict  with
the  expanding  New
California  Republic.

The
Brotherhood-NCR
War

The NCR, a sprawling
democratic  republic,
w a s  h u n g r y  f o r
resources  and  land.
T h e y  s a w  t h e
Brotherhood  as  a
hoarding,  isolationist
o b s t a c l e .  T h e
Brotherhood,  in  turn,
s a w  t h e  N C R  a s
reckless,  profligate
wastelanders  who
w o u l d  m i s u s e
technology  to  repeat
the  mistakes  of  the
Old  World.  The  war
was brutal  and costly
for  both  sides.  Battle
after battle, the highly
t r a i n e d  a n d
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y
superior  Brotherhood
Pa lad ins  i n  the i r
mighty  T-51b  power



armor  inflicted  heavy
losses  on  the  NCR.
However, the NCR had
o n e  t h i n g  t h e
Brotherhood  lacked:
sheer  numbers.

The turning point was
the  Battle  of  HELIOS
One. The Brotherhood,
overconfident  in  their
power,  attempted  to
seize  the  massive
solar power plant. The
N C R ,  l e d  b y  t h e
legendary  General
Oliver, used a brilliant
tactical  maneuver,
flanking  the
Brotherhood  forces
w i t h  a  m a s s i v e
a r t i l l e r y
bombardment.  The
Brotherhood  was
routed.  They  lost
hundreds  of  soldiers,
i r r e p l a c e a b l e
equipment,  and  their
most  experienced

commanders.  The
survivors,  battered
and  demoral ized,
retreated to the safety
of Hidden Valley. They
sealed  the  bunker,
breaking  off  all
communication  with
the outside world and
their  elders  back  in
C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s
isolation  defines  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
you  will  encounter:  a
paranoid,  survivalist
organization, hoarding
i t s  r e m a i n i n g
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
nursing its wounds.

Hidden
Valley: The
Fortress of
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the
Brotherhood

The bunker at Hidden
Valley  is  more  than
just  a  base;  i t  is  a
fortress, a prison, and
a  s h r i n e  t o  t h e
Brotherhood's  ideals.
Located  in  a  remote,
crater-ridden  area  of
t h e  M o j a v e ,  i t s
entrance  is  cleverly
concealed.  Finding  it
without an invitation is
nearly  impossible.
Once  inside,  you  are
g r e e t e d  b y  t h e
austere,  utilitarian
a e s t h e t i c  o f  t h e
Brotherhood. The air is
recycled  and  stale.
The  corr idors  are
dimly  lit,  and  every
corner  is  a  potential
c h o k e p o i n t  f o r
defense.

Life Inside the
Bunker

The  daily  life  of  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
chapter is one of strict
routine and discipline.
Scribes  spend  their
d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s
studying,  cataloging,
a n d  r e p a i r i n g
technology.  Knights
maintain  the  power
armor  and  weapons
that are the chapter's
lifeblood.  Paladins
train constantly for the
day when they might
have to fight their way
out. The atmosphere is
t e n s e  a n d
c l a u s t r o p h o b i c .
Supplies  are  running
low. The food is bland
and  rationed.  The  air
is  filled  with  the  hum
of generators and the



q u i e t  m u r m u r  o f
desperate  planning.
This is  a society in a
state of siege, waiting
for a miracle.

The  bunker  itself  is
divided  into  several
key  areas.  The  main
command  center  is
w h e r e  E l d e r
McNamara  oversees
operations  from  his
terminal.  The  armory
is  a  heavily  guarded
v a u l t  o f  p r e - w a r
power,  containing
suits  of  power  armor
and  an  impressive
array  of  laser  and
plasma weaponry. The
r e s e a r c h  a n d
development  wing  is
the domain of Scribes
like Ibsen and Taggart,
who work tirelessly to
reverse-engineer  any
n e w  t e c h n o l o g y
brought  in  by  the

Palad ins .  For  any
player  who  values
advanced  gear,  this
bunker  is  a  treasure
trove, but unlocking its
sec re t s  requ i res
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
complex  in terna l
p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e
Brotherhood  of
Steel New Vegas.

Key
Characters
and
Leadership

The fate of the Mojave
chapter  rests  in  the
hands  of  a  few  key
i n d i v i d u a l s .
Understanding  their
m o t i v a t i o n s  i s
essential  to  deciding
how  to  interact  with
the faction.
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Elder John
Michael
McNamara

Elder McNamara is the
current  leader  of  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas
c h a p t e r .  H e  i s  a
c a u t i o u s ,
conservative,  and
deeply  pragmatic
leader. He was not the
first  choice  for  Elder;
he ascended to power
after  the  previous
Elder  was  kil led  at
H E L I O S  O n e .  H i s
p r i m a r y  g o a l  i s
survival.  He  believes
that the chapter is too
weak to engage in any
offensive  operations
and  must  focus  on
rebuilding its strength
in  secret.  He  is  the
a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e
chapter's  isolationist

policy,  maintaining
radio silence with the
outs ide  wor ld .  To
m a n y  y o u n g e r
members,  especially
t h e  K n i g h t s  a n d
Paladins,  McNamara
s e e m s  t i m i d  a n d
ove r l y  cau t i ous .
However,  his  caution
has  kept  the  chapter
alive,  a  fact  he  will
remind you of at every
opportunity.  His  faith
in  the  Brotherhood's
c o r e  t e n e t s  i s
unshakeable,  but  his
methods  are  focused
on preservation.

Head Paladin
Dennis Hardin

Head Paladin Hardin is
the  charismatic  and
ambitious  leader  of
the militaristic  faction
within the bunker. He
is a decorated veteran



of  the  war  with  the
NCR  and  carries  the
deep  scars  of  that
defeat.  He  believes
that  McNamara 's
passive  strategy  is  a
slow  death  sentence.
T o  H a r d i n ,  t h e
Brotherhood  must
take  risks.  It  must
strike  out,  seize  new
technology, and prove
its  strength  to  the
wasteland. He is loyal
to  the  Brotherhood,
but he is not loyal to
M c N a m a r a .  H e
represents  a  clean
break from the past, a
more  aggress ive
f u t u r e  f o r  t h e
Brotherhood  of
Steel New Vegas.  If
you are looking for  a
faction that is ready to
fight,  Hardin  is  your
a l l y .  I f  you  favo r
d i p l o m a c y  a n d
stability, McNamara is

your man.

Chief Scribe
Morpheus

Chief Scribe Morpheus
is  the  head  of  the
Sc r ibes .  He  i s  an
elderly,  brilliant,  and
utter ly  dedicated
scholar .  Whi le  he
wields  l ittle  direct
political  power,  he
commands  immense
r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s
knowledge.  He  is  the
k e e p e r  o f  t h e
chapter's archives and
the  guardian  of  its
technological  lore.  He
is generally supportive
o f  M c N a m a r a ' s
cautious approach, as
i t  p r o t e c t s  t h e
knowledge he holds so
dear.  However,  he  is
also a pragmatist and
can be swayed if you
can  demonstrate  that
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a  different  path  will
l e a d  t o  t h e
preservat ion  and
expans ion  o f  the
B r o t h e r h o o d ' s
technology.

Quests and
Interactions:
Shaping the
Future

Your journey with the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New Vegas  is
not a straight line. It is
a  w e b  o f
interconnected  quests
t h a t  t e s t  y o u r
diplomacy,  combat
skills, and your ability
to  read  a  room.  The
central  storyline  is  a
masterpiece of  player
choice, allowing you to
either  strengthen  the
current  leadership  or

orchestrate a coup.

Eyesight to the
Blind

This is the introductory
quest that brings you
into the fold.  To gain
entry to Hidden Valley,
you  must  solve  the
c h a l l e n g e  o f  t h e
bunker 's  pr imary
power  relay,  which  is
contro l led  by  the
Brotherhood's  secret
passcode.  Initially,
they  will  be  hostile.
You  can  gain  their
trust  by  helping  a
wounded Paladin or by
using  your  Speech
skills to convince them
you  are  no  threat.
Once  inside,  Elder
McNamara  will  task
you  with  a  cr it ical
mission:  repair  the
communications  array
on  the  roof  o f  the



bunker.  This is  a test
of  your  technical  skill
and  your  loya l ty .
Completing this  quest
opens  the  door  to  a
much  larger  world  of
Brotherhood politics.

That Lucky Old
Sun

This  quest,  centered
on  the  HELIOS  One
solar power plant, is a
direct  test  of  your
relationship  with  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New  Vegas.
The NCR has occupied
the  plant ,  but  the
Brotherhood sees it as
a  v i t a l  p i e c e  o f
t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t
rightfully  belongs  to
them. You will need to
infiltrate  the  facility,
n a v i g a t e  N C R
bureaucracy  and
soldier  patrols,  and

ultimately decide who
controls  the  massive
Archimedes  II  orbital
laser weapon. Will you
activate  the  weapon
for  the  Brotherhood,
h a n d i n g  t h e m  a
s t r a teg i c  supe r -
weapon? Will you give
it to the NCR? Or will
you  use  it  yourself?
Your  choice  here  will
h a v e  m a s s i v e
implications.  If  you
s i d e  w i t h  t h e
Brotherhood,  you  will
win the favor of Hardin
and his followers,  but
you  will  also  damage
your standing with the
NCR.

For Auld Lang
Syne

This  is  the  pivotal
quest that determines
the  future  leadership
of  the  Brotherhood
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of Steel New Vegas.
Elder  McNamara  will
task  you  with  finding
the  missing  Paladins
from  the  old  Mojave
Outpost,  a  group  of
soldiers who were lost
during  the  war.  You
eventually track them
down in a hidden cave
near  the  Novac  area.
They have gone rogue,
disillusioned  with  the
B r o t h e r h o o d ' s
leadership.  You  can
either  convince  them
to  return  to  the  fold,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
McNamara's  position,
or  you can use them
as leverage to support
Hardin's  coup.  This
quest culminates in a
direct  confrontation.
Y o u  c a n  e x p o s e
McNamara's  failures,
l e a d i n g  t o  h i s
deposition and Hardin
becoming  the  new

Elder.  Alternatively,
y o u  c a n  d e f e n d
McNamara,  securing
his  leadership  for  the
foreseeable  future.
This  single  decision
will reshape the entire
faction's  personality
for  the  rest  of  the
game.

Equipment
and
Technology:
The
Brotherhood'
s Arsenal

No  discussion  of  the
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New Vegas  is
complete  without  a
look at the tools that
m a k e  t h e m  t h e
wasteland's  most
feared  fighting  force.



Their  technology  is
their religion, and they
wield  it  with  deadly
efficiency.

Power Armor:
The signature
icon of the
Brotherhood. In
New Vegas, you
can acquire both
the T-51b Power
Armor (the
classic model)
and the T-45d
Power Armor (a
slightly less
advanced but
still formidable
suit). Both grant
incredible
damage
resistance and
strength
bonuses. To
wear them, you
must train with
the Brotherhood
at Hidden Valley.

Laser Rifles
and Pistols:
The
Brotherhood's
standard
sidearm. The
AER14 Laser
Rifle is a reliable
and accurate
energy weapon.
The Laser Pistol
is a solid
backup. The
Brotherhood
also has access
to the unique
Q-35 Matter
Modulator, a
powerful plasma
thrower that can
be found in a
Brotherhood
cache in the
Mojave.
Gauss Rifle: A
formidable,
high-damage
projectile
weapon that
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fires a hyper-
velocity round. It
is extremely
powerful but
slow to reload. It
is a favorite of
veteran
Paladins.
The Gun
Runners'
Arsenal: While
not Brotherhood-
exclusive, the
chapter's
relationship with
the Gun Runners
is a point of
tension. The
Brotherhood
disdains the Gun
Runners for
selling advanced
weapons to
anyone with the
caps, but they
are also forced
to trade with
them for
necessary

supplies.

The  key  to  unlocking
the  best  equipment
f r o m  t h e
Brotherhood  of
Steel  New Vegas  is
to  earn  their  trust.
Once you are a Friend
of the Brotherhood or
a  Paladin,  you  can
a c c e s s  t h e i r
quartermaster  and
purchase  high-level
energy  weapons ,
ammunition, and even
repair  services  for
y o u r  o w n  p o w e r
armor.

The
Brotherhood'
s Role in the
Battle of



Hoover DamAs  you  approach  the
endgame,


