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Ferrari 348 Buyers
Guide

Introduction: The Allure of
the Ferrari 348

There are few moments in the automotive world as
captivating as the first time you lay eyes on a Ferrari
348. It sits low, wide, and purposeful, a machine that
looks fast even when standing perfectly still. For
decades, this model was somewhat overshadowed by
its predecessors and successors, but today, the Ferrari
348 is experiencing a well-deserved renaissance.
Enthusiasts and collectors alike are beginning to
recognize its raw, analogue character as a last true
connection to a bygone era of Ferrari engineering. If
you are considering entering the world of Ferrari
ownership, a well-researched Ferrari 348 Buyers
Guide is not just helpful—it is essential.

The 348, produced from 1989 to 1995, represents a
fascinating bridge in Ferrari history. It followed the
iconic 328 and preceded the celebrated F355.
Initially criticized for its somewhat stiff ride and
occasionally challenging handling at the limit, time



has been kind to the 348. Today, it offers an
unfiltered driving experience that modern, computer-
assisted supercars simply cannot replicate. This
article will walk you through every critical aspect of
purchasing one of these Italian legends, ensuring you
make an informed and confident decision.

Understanding the Ferrari
348: A Brief Overview

Before diving into the specifics of the buying process,
it is vital to understand exactly what the Ferrari 348
is. The model name follows Ferrari tradition: the "3"
denotes the 3.4-liter engine displacement, and the
"48" refers to the 48-valve, four-cam V8 engine. This
was a significant technical step forward for the
marque.

Engine and Performance

At the heart of the 348 lies a naturally aspirated 3.4-
liter V8 engine, producing approximately 300
horsepower in European specification and 296 in US
models. The engine is mounted longitudinally, a
departure from the transverse layout of the 328, and
is mated to a dogleg five-speed manual gearbox.
Driving a 348 is an event. The throttle response is
immediate, the exhaust note is a mechanical
symphony, and the steering, while heavy by modern
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standards, communicates every nuance of the road
surface.

Model Variants: TB, TS, GTB, and GTS

The Ferrari 348 was offered in several body styles.
The 348 TB (Transversale Berlinetta) was the fixed-
roof coupe, while the 348 TS (Transversale Spider)
featured a removable targa top. Later, the 348 GTB
and 348 GTS arrived with subtle styling updates, a
refined interior, and minor suspension tweaks. The
GTB and GTS models are generally considered the
more polished versions, though all variants offer a
distinct flavor of classic Ferrari character.

Why a Ferrari 348 Buyers
Guide is Essential

Purchasing a classic Ferrari is not like buying a
modern Toyota. These are passionate, temperamental
machines that require a specific knowledge base. A
thorough Ferrari 348 Buyers Guide saves you from
costly mistakes, emotional disappointment, and
potential mechanical nightmares. The used market
for these cars is nuanced, with prices varying
dramatically based on condition, service history, and
originality.

Without proper guidance, a buyer might overlook



critical rust spots, misinterpret a poorly done
restoration, or underestimate the true cost of
ownership. This guide aims to arm you with the
knowledge required to separate a well-maintained
example from a money pit.

Key Areas to Inspect Before
Buying

When you finally find a Ferrari 348 that catches your
eye, a methodical inspection is non-negotiable. Here
are the most critical areas to examine.

The Engine Bay: The Heart of the Matter

The 3.4-liter V8 is generally a robust engine, but it
has its quirks. Look for evidence of a comprehensive
service history. The timing belts must be replaced
every three to five years or 30,000 miles. This is an
expensive job, as it requires significant labor. If the
belts break, the engine is likely destroyed.
Additionally, check for oil leaks around the valve
covers and the rear main seal. Minor seepage is
common, but major leaks indicate neglect. Listen for
a consistent idle and smooth power delivery during a
test drive.
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Gearbox and Clutch

The five-speed manual gearbox is a delight when in
good condition, but it can be a source of significant
expense. Test all gears carefully, especially second
and third. Synchromesh wear is not uncommon. The
clutch is another major consideration. A clutch
replacement on a Ferrari 348 is labor-intensive and
can cost several thousand dollars. If the clutch
engages high or slips under hard acceleration, budget
accordingly. A Ferrari 348 Buyers Guide should
always emphasize a thorough clutch inspection unless
you have proof of a recent replacement.

Suspension and Undercarriage

Rust is the enemy of any aging car, and the 348 is no
exception. Pay close attention to the suspension
mounting points, the subframes, and the exhaust
system. Surface rust is acceptable, but structural
corrosion is a dealbreaker. The 348 uses a relatively
simple suspension setup, but worn bushings and
dampers can lead to a wandering, unsettled feel.
Budget for a full suspension refresh if the car feels
loose over bumps.

Electrical System and Interior

Italian electronics of this era have a reputation for
being temperamental. Test all windows, lights,



gauges, and the air conditioning system. The A/C
often fails due to aged seals and refrigerant leaks.
The interior should be inspected for wear on the
seats, especially the driver's side bolsters. The leather
is generally durable, but sun damage can cause
cracking. Check that the odometer and trip computer
functions work correctly, and ensure the dashboard
warning lights illuminate properly upon startup.

Service History: The Holy
Grail

No Ferrari 348 Buyers Guide would be complete
without stressing the absolute importance of
documentation. A car with a thick file of receipts,
dealer service stamps, and previous owner notes is
worth significantly more than a car without. Look for
evidence of major services, including the timing belt
changes, cam seals, water pump replacement, and
suspension bushing work. A well-documented car
tells you the owner cared. A car with a missing
history is a gamble you should only take if you are a
skilled mechanic or have a very large budget for
repairs.

Red Flags to Watch Out For

There are a few specific red flags that should
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immediately raise your caution. Be wary of a car that
has been repainted a non-original color. While some
color changes are tasteful, they often indicate
accident repair or an attempt to hide cosmetic flaws.
Check for mismatched paint panels, uneven gaps, and
overspray on rubber seals. Also, be suspicious of a
car that has been "track prepped" without supporting
evidence of proper maintenance. Hard track use can
accelerate wear on every mechanical component.

Another red flag is a seller who is reluctant to allow a
pre-purchase inspection by an independent Ferrari
specialist. A reputable seller will welcome this. If
they refuse, walk away. Finally, avoid cars with a
"salvage" or "rebuilt" title unless you are an expert
builder. The structural integrity of a Ferrari is
critical, and a poorly repaired car will never drive
correctly.

The Cost of Ownership:
Budgeting Realistically

Buying the car is only the beginning. Owning a
Ferrari 348 requires a realistic budget for ongoing
maintenance and potential repairs. Annual servicing
at a reputable independent shop can range from
$1,500 to $3,000 for a minor service, and $4,000 to
$6,000 for a major service that includes timing belts.
Tires are specialized and expensive, often costing



over $1,500 for a set. Insurance is another significant
line item, as classic car insurance policies vary
widely.

It is wise to set aside at least $5,000 to $10,000 as a
contingency fund for the first year of ownership. This
covers unforeseen issues like a failed clutch, a leaky
radiator, or electrical gremlins. A well-maintained
348 can be surprisingly reliable, but you must plan
for the worst while hoping for the best.

Where to Find a Ferrari 348
for Sale

The best examples are often found through specialist
dealers, Ferrari owner clubs, and online classifieds
like Bring a Trailer, Hemmings, and FerrariChat.
Attending car shows and local Ferrari club meets is
another excellent way to find cars that are not
publicly listed. Building a relationship with a
respected Ferrari independent mechanic can also lead
to off-market opportunities. Patience is your greatest
ally. The right car will appear if you are diligent and
connected.

Conclusion: Is the Ferrari
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348 Right for You?

A well-chosen Ferrari 348 is more than a car; it is a
passport to a community of passionate enthusiasts
and a direct connection to the golden age of analogue
supercars. This Ferrari 348 Buyers Guide has
covered the essential points: understanding the
variants, inspecting the engine and gearbox, watching
for rust and electrical issues, verifying service
history, and budgeting realistically for ownership.
The 348 rewards those who approach it with respect
and knowledge. It is not the fastest, the rarest, or the
most refined Ferrari ever built, but it is arguably one
of the most engaging to drive. If you are seeking a
raw, visceral, and thoroughly rewarding driving
experience, the Ferrari 348 might just be the perfect
choice for you. Take your time, do your homework,
and when you find the right one, you will know
immediately. The steering wheel will feel like it was
made for your hands, and the engine note will send a
shiver down your spine. That is the magic of the
Ferrari 348.


