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Second Book In Eragon Series

Embarking on a Deeper Journey: The Second Book in Eragon Series

The fantasy world of Alagaësia, first introduced to readers in Christopher Paolini’s debut novel Eragon, expanded dramatically with its sequel. For fans who fell in love with the story
of a young farm boy and his sapphire dragon, the second book in Eragon series, titled Eldest, represents a pivotal turning point. Published in 2005, Eldest was highly anticipated,
and it delivered a richer, more complex narrative that deepened the lore of the Inheritance Cycle. This article explores every aspect of this crucial installment, from its plot and
character arcs to its themes and lasting impact on the fantasy genre.

Eldest is not merely a bridge between the first book and the final two volumes; it is a story of transformation. Where Eragon focused on discovery and escape, Eldest centers on
responsibility, training, and the heavy cost of war. It is here that the main character truly sheds his boyhood and begins to shoulder the mantle of a Dragon Rider. For anyone reading
the series or revisiting it, understanding the depth of Eldest is essential to appreciating the full arc of the Inheritance Cycle.

The Story Continues: Plot and Narrative Structure

The second book in Eragon series picks up immediately after the events of the first novel. The Varden, the rebel force fighting against the evil King Galbatorix, has won a
significant but costly victory at Farthen Dûr. Eragon is now known as the new Dragon Rider, but his status is precarious. He is young, untrained, and carries a deep curse scar on his
back, a wound inflicted by the Shade, Durza, which causes him constant pain and limits his abilities.

Paolini cleverly splits the narrative into three distinct threads in Eldest, a structure that broadens the scope of the world. The primary thread follows Eragon as he travels to the land
of the elves, Ellesméra, to continue his training under the ancient Rider, Oromis. This journey is the heart of the book. It is here that Eragon learns the true history of the Riders, the
deeper meanings of magic, and the philosophy of the elves.

The second thread follows Eragon’s cousin, Roran. This subplot is one of the most compelling aspects of the second book in Eragon series. Roran’s story is grounded in human
struggle. He defends his village, Carvahall, from the Ra’zac and later leads the villagers on a harrowing journey across Alagaësia to escape the Empire. His narrative provides a gritty,
non-magical counterpoint to Eragon’s ethereal training. Roran’s determination and his love for Katrina add a layer of emotional realism to the epic fantasy setting.

The third thread involves Nasuada, the new leader of the Varden. She faces political intrigue, logistical nightmares, and the constant threat of assassination. Her story is one of
leadership under fire, showing the practical side of revolution. By weaving these three stories together, Paolini creates a tapestry that shows the war from multiple angles: the
magical, the personal, and the political.

Training in Ellesméra: The Core of Eldest

A significant portion of Eragon’s journey in the second book in Eragon series takes place in the majestic forest of the elves. Here, Eragon meets Oromis, his true teacher, and
Glaedr, Oromis’s golden dragon. This section of the book is a masterclass in world-building. The elves are not the ethereal, flawless beings often portrayed in fantasy. They are
complex, ancient, and carry the weight of their own history and failures.

Eragon’s training is rigorous. He learns to master his energy, to fight with a blade using the elven style, and to refine his magical abilities. More importantly, he learns about the
"heart of hearts" of a dragon and the true nature of the bond between Rider and dragon. This training is also deeply personal. Eragon struggles with his human nature in a world of
ageless beings. He feels inadequate, impatient, and lonely. Saphira, his dragon, also undergoes her own growth, becoming more mature, proud, and wise. Their bond deepens into a
true partnership, moving beyond the initial novelty of their connection.



Character Growth: From Boy to Leader

Character development is where Eldest truly shines. Eragon in the first book was often reactive, driven by circumstance. In the second book in Eragon series, he becomes
proactive. He makes difficult choices, accepts responsibility for his actions, and begins to understand the moral complexity of war. He is not just learning magic; he is learning
leadership. His relationship with Arya, the elf princess, evolves from infatuation to a deeper, more respectful friendship, even as he comes to terms with the unlikelihood of a romantic
future.

Roran's transformation is perhaps even more dramatic. He starts as a simple farmer, focused only on his family and his love. By the end of Eldest, he has become a ruthless and
effective warrior, earning the nickname "Stronghammer" for his use of a war hammer. His journey is brutal, and he loses much of his innocence. Paolini does not shy away from the
psychological toll of violence on Roran, making his arc one of the most memorable in the series.

Murtagh: The Tragic Foil

No discussion of the second book in Eragon series is complete without addressing the fate of Murtagh. Captured at the end of Eragon, Murtagh reappears in Eldest as a terrifying
antagonist. Forced into servitude by King Galbatorix, he emerges as a Dragon Rider bonded to Thorn, a red dragon. Murtagh serves as a dark mirror to Eragon. He is everything
Eragon could have become if he had been broken by the Empire.

The confrontation between Eragon and Murtagh is the climax of the book. It is an emotionally charged battle, filled with anguish and bitterness. Murtagh’s revelation of his true
parentage and his forced loyalty to Galbatorix adds a profound layer of tragedy. This conflict is not just about swords and magic; it is a clash of brothers, of choices, and of fate. This
twist is one of the most powerful moments in the entire series, firmly establishing Eldest as a book about the price of power and the cruelty of manipulation.

Themes and Symbolism in Eldest

Every great fantasy novel explores deeper themes, and the second book in Eragon series is rich with them. One of the central themes is legacy and history. Eragon learns that the
Riders were not perfect; they were arrogant and their fall was partly their own doing. He must learn from their mistakes. This theme of learning from the past is woven throughout the
training sequences and the histories Oromis shares.

Another key theme is sacrifice and loss. No character emerges from Eldest unscathed. Eragon loses his innocence and carries the physical and emotional scars of his battles. Roran
loses friends and family. Nasuada sacrifices personal comfort and safety for the cause of freedom. The book does not provide easy victories; it shows that war costs something
precious.

Identity and belonging also feature prominently. Eragon is not fully human anymore, but he is not an elf either. He is a Rider, a unique hybrid of magic and humanity. He struggles
to find where he fits in a world that sees him as either a savior or a weapon. Similarly, the dwarves and the elves grapple with their own identities in a changing world. This
exploration of identity makes the characters feel real and relatable, even in a magical setting.

Magical System Expansion

Paolini’s magical system in Eragon was interesting but somewhat vague. In Eldest, he expands it with specific rules and limitations. The second book in Eragon series introduces
the concept of mental combat, or the "mind's eye," in much greater detail. The use of the "Word of Energy" and the dangers of magic without proper knowledge are explored. Oromis
teaches Eragon that magic is not a tool for petty use; it is a discipline that requires balance and understanding. The addition of the "Dwarven gods" and their unique magic system also
adds layers to the world, showing that magic is not monolithic.

Reception and Legacy of Eldest

Upon its release, the second book in Eragon series received mixed but generally positive reviews. Critics praised its ambition, its expanded world-building, and the emotional depth
of the Roran storyline. Some readers felt the middle section in Ellesméra was slow, but most acknowledge that it was necessary for Eragon's development. The book was a commercial
success, cementing Paolini’s place as a significant figure in modern fantasy.
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One of the most talked-about aspects of Eldest was its ending. The cliffhanger involving Murtagh and Thorn was gut-wrenching. The revelation that Eragon's mother had a secret past
changed the entire context of the story. This ending set the stage perfectly for the third book, Brisingr, and left readers desperate for more. The second book in Eragon series
proved that the Inheritance Cycle was not a one-hit wonder; it was a saga with legs.

Comparing Eldest to Eragon

How does the second book in Eragon series compare to its predecessor? While Eragon was a classic hero’s journey—a young boy discovering a dragon and fleeing his home—Eldest
is a more mature, dense, and sprawling novel. The writing style also shows marked improvement. Paolini was only 15 when he started writing Eragon, but by the time he wrote Eldest,
he was in his early twenties and his voice had matured. The prose is more confident, the dialogue more natural, and the pacing more controlled.

Scope: Eragon is relatively small in scale, focusing on Eragon and Brom’s journey. Eldest expands to cover a continent.
Tone: Eragon has a sense of wonder and adventure. Eldest is darker, dealing with betrayal, torture, and the horrors of war.
Characters: The supporting cast in Eldest is significantly stronger, with Roran and Nasuada becoming leads in their own right.
Action: While Eragon has a climactic battle, Eldest weaves action throughout, including a major naval battle and the intense duel at the end.

For many fans, Eldest is the book where the series truly finds its identity. It is the transition from a promising fantasy debut to a fully realized epic saga.

Key Moments That Define the Book

Several scenes in the second book in Eragon series are unforgettable. The first is Eragon’s arrival in Ellesméra


