List Of Careers In History

List Of Careers In History

Exploring the Diverse List of Careers in
History

For many people, the phrase “majoring in history” conjures
images of dusty archives, endlessly reading ancient texts, or
teaching high school students about the rise and fall of
empires. While those paths certainly exist, the reality is far
more dynamic. A history degree is not a vocational ticket to a
single profession; it is a foundational education in critical
thinking, research, analysis, and communication. As a result,
the list of careers in history is surprisingly long and varied.
From the hallways of corporate law firms to the cutting rooms
of documentary production, individuals with a background in
the past are shaping the future. This article explores the
breadth of opportunities available to history graduates,
highlighting both traditional and unexpected paths. Whether
you are a student considering the major, a recent graduate, or
someone contemplating a career change, understanding the
full spectrum of historical professions can open your eyes
to possibilities you may never have considered.

Why History Majors Are Highly Valued in the
Job Market

Before diving into specific roles, it is important to understand
what makes a history graduate attractive to employers. The
skills cultivated through historical study are some of the most
transferable in any industry. History students learn to evaluate
sources for bias, construct evidence-based arguments, and
synthesize complex information from disparate sources. They
become adept at writing clearly and persuasively, presenting
findings to diverse audiences, and managing long-term
projects with multiple deadlines. These competencies are
precisely what modern organizations need in an era of
information overload. Consequently, the list of careers in
history spans sectors including education, government, law,
business, media, and non-profit work. The degree does not
limit you; it empowers you to adapt to many roles.

Traditional and Academic Career Paths

Many people naturally associate a history degree with
becoming a historian or an educator. These remain popular
and fulfilling options, though the landscape has evolved over
the years. The following are some of the most established
professions for history graduates in academic and
research settings.

University Professor or College Instructor

Teaching at the post-secondary level remains a goal for many
who pursue advanced degrees. A PhD is typically required for
tenure-track positions, where professors conduct original
research, publish books and articles, and teach courses on
specific eras, regions, or themes. While the academic job
market is competitive, those who succeed enjoy intellectual
freedom and the opportunity to shape the next generation of
scholars.

Secondary School History Teacher

Teaching history at the middle or high school level is a stable
and rewarding career for those who love working with young
people. Many states require a teaching certification, but a

develop critical thinking skills that last a lifetime — a direct
application of the analytical training gained during university.

Archivist

Archivists are the gatekeepers of historical records. They
appraise, collect, organize, preserve, and provide access to
materials of enduring value. This includes everything from
centuries-old manuscripts to digital records. Archivists work in
museums, universities, government agencies, corporations,
and special libraries. The role requires a strong understanding
of historical context and meticulous organizational skills.

Museum Curator

Curators manage collections of artifacts, artworks, and
historical objects. They research the provenance and
significance of items, design exhibits, write interpretive texts,
and often oversee educational programs. A master’s degree in
museum studies or a related field is common, but a history
background provides the essential foundation for
understanding how objects fit into larger narratives.

Historical Researcher

Some organizations hire historians specifically to conduct
research for publications, documentaries, or legal cases.
Historical researchers delve into archives, libraries, and digital
databases to uncover facts, verify timelines, and construct
accurate accounts of events. This role can be freelance or in-
house at think tanks, historical societies, or media companies.

Government and Public Service Roles

Governments at all levels employ historians and history-
trained professionals in a wide variety of capacities. The
federal government, for instance, hires historians for agencies
such as the National Park Service, the State Department, and
the Department of Defense. Understanding the list of
careers in history within the public sector reveals many
opportunities that combine research with civic duty.

Public Historian

Public history is a field that brings historical knowledge to
broad audiences outside of academia. Public historians work in
historic sites, museums, cultural resource management firms,
and government agencies. They develop exhibits, lead tours,
create oral history projects, and advise on historic
preservation. The goal is to make history accessible and
relevant to everyday people.

Historic Preservation Specialist

Preservationists work to protect and restore buildings,
landscapes, and other structures of historical significance.
They may assess properties for landmark status, advise on
restoration techniques, or draft preservation plans. This career
often intersects with urban planning, architecture, and law.

Policy Analyst

Many policy analysts have backgrounds in history because the
discipline teaches how to analyze complex systems over time.
Understanding the historical context of current issues — such
as economic inequality, international relations, or
environmental policy — provides invaluable insight for crafting
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Foreign Service Officer or Diplomat

The U.S. Foreign Service and similar agencies in other
countries regularly hire liberal arts graduates, including
history majors. Diplomats represent their nation abroad,
analyze political and economic trends, and negotiate
agreements. A deep understanding of a region’s history is
critical for interpreting current events and building
relationships.

Legal and Business Careers for History
Graduates

History majors are well-represented in law schools and
corporate offices. The ability to construct a compelling
narrative, which is central to both practicing law and business
strategy, is honed through historical training. Below are some
of the most common career options for history majors in
the private sector.

Lawyer

Law school admissions committees value history majors
because the curriculum teaches reading comprehension,
logical reasoning, and persuasive writing — all essential skills
for attorneys. Many history graduates go on to specialize in
fields such as constitutional law, international law, or
environmental law, where historical knowledge is particularly
relevant.

Paralegal

For those interested in legal work without pursuing a law
degree, becoming a paralegal is an excellent option.
Paralegals assist lawyers by conducting research, organizing
case files, and preparing legal documents. A history
background provides the research skills and attention to detail
needed to succeed.

Management Consultant

Consulting firms hire history graduates for their analytical
abilities and their comfort with ambiguity. Consultants solve
complex business problems by gathering data, identifying
patterns, and proposing strategic changes. The historical skill
of interpreting evidence within context translates directly to
understanding client industries and markets.

Corporate Historian

Some large corporations employ historians to research and
document their own institutional history. This role may involve
writing company histories, maintaining archives, celebrating
anniversaries, and advising on brand heritage. It is a niche but
growing field that values the traditional historian’s toolkit.

Market Research Analyst

Understanding trends over time is key to market research.
Analysts study consumer behavior, sales data, and
demographic shifts to help companies make informed
decisions. History majors are adept at interpreting long-term
patterns and presenting their findings clearly.

Media, Writing, and Creative Industries

The narrative skills of historians make them natural fits for
storytelling careers. Whether writing books, producing
documentaries, or crafting digital content, history graduates
bring depth and authenticity to their work. The list of careers
in history within the creative sector is extensive and growing.

Journalist or Editor

Journalists with a history background can cover topics with a
deeper perspective. They are able to contextualize current
events, investigate long-running stories, and produce features
that resonate. Editors also benefit from a historian’s attention
to accuracy and detail.

Documentary Filmmaker

Producing historical documentaries requires thorough
research, narrative construction, and the ability to translate
scholarly material into engaging visual stories. Many
filmmakers hold history degrees or collaborate closely with
historians.

Author or Historian-Writer

Writing history books for a popular audience is a respected
career path. Authors like David McCullough and Doris Kearns
Goodwin have shown that a passion for the past can lead to
bestsellers. This path combines research with literary skill.

Podcaster or Content Creator

The rise of historical podcasts (such as Hardcore History and
Revolutions) has opened new avenues for history graduates.
Creating a podcast requires strong storytelling, voice
performance, and research, all of which align with a historian’s
training. Similarly, YouTube channels, blogs, and social media
accounts dedicated to history are popular and can generate
income.

Non-Profit and Cultural Organization
Careers

Many history graduates are drawn to mission-driven work.
Non-profit organizations that focus on education, cultural
preservation, human rights, and community development
often hire history-trained professionals. These roles combine a
passion for the past with a desire to make a positive impact.

Grant Writer or Development Officer

Non-profits rely on grant funding to operate. Grant writers
must research funders, articulate the organization’s goals, and
present compelling cases for support. The persuasive writing
skills learned in history courses are directly applicable.

Museum Educator

Unlike curators who focus on collections, museum educators
design and lead programs for school groups, families, and
adult learners. They interpret historical content for diverse
audiences and often develop hands-on activities. An engaging
communication style is essential.

Archival Assistant or Library Specialist

Libraries and special collections hire assistants to help patrons
access materials, digitize records, and maintain catalogues.
Many positions require only a bachelor’'s degree in history,
making them a great entry point into the archival field.

Oral Historian

Oral historians conduct interviews with individuals to preserve
firsthand accounts of historical events. This work is often done
within community projects, museums, or research institutions.
It demands strong interpersonal skills and deep empathy.
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As technology evolves, so do opportunities for history
graduates. The list of careers in history now includes roles
that did not exist a generation ago. Understanding digital tools
and data analysis can open doors to innovative positions.

Digital Humanities Specialist

Digital humanities is an interdisciplinary field that uses
computational methods to answer historical questions.
Professionals in this area may build digital archives, create
interactive maps, or analyze large text corpora. Skills in
programming, data visualization, and project management are
often required, but a historical perspective is central.

Historical Consultant for Film and Television

Period pieces and historical dramas require accuracy in
costumes, sets, dialogue, and plot. Historical consultants
advise production teams to ensure authenticity. This is a
freelance role that allows historians to work on exciting
creative projects.

Genealogist

Genealogists trace family histories for individuals or
organizations. This career has grown with the popularity of
DNA testing and online records. Genealogists work for private
clients, law firms (for estate cases), or genealogical societies.

Museum Exhibit Designer

While curators provide content, exhibit designers shape the
physical experience. They create layouts, interactive displays,
and lighting to tell a story. A background in history is helpful
for understanding the narrative, though design skills are also
essential.

Combining a Passion for History with
Other Fields

One of the most important takeaways from a review of the list
of careers in history is that the degree is rarely a limiting
factor. Many professionals successfully combine their
historical training with another discipline. For example, a
history major who later earns a Master of Business
Administration (MBA) can become a heritage tourism
manager. A history major who studies library science can
become a digital archivist. A history major who learns
geographic information systems (GIS) can work in historical
mapping. The possibilities are limited only by one’s willingness
to adapt and continue learning.

Conclusion

The study of history is far more than a backward glance; it is a
rigorous preparation for a wide array of professional
endeavors. As this extensive list of careers in history
demonstrates, graduates can thrive in academia, government,
law, business, media, non-profit work, and beyond. The key
lies in recognizing and articulating the value of the skills
acquired — critical thinking, research, communication, and
contextual analysis. Employers across nearly every
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