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Most Career Grand Slams Tennis

Introduction

The pursuit of tennis immortality has always
been  measured  by  one  g l i t te r ing
benchmark :  the  number  o f  ma jo r
championships a player collects.  From the
grass courts of Wimbledon to the red clay of
Roland  Garros,  the  quest  for  the  most
career  Grand  Slams  tennis  has  defined
legends,  sparked  endless  debates,  and
captivated  fans  for  generations.  While
statistics like weeks at world number one,
head‑to‑head records, and Olympic medals
are important,  it  is  the Grand Slam count
that often seals a player’s place in history.
This  article  explores  the  players  who
dominate the all‑time lists,  examines how
their  achievements  compare  across  eras,
and  explains  why  the  race  for  the  most
Grand  Slam  titles  remains  the  ultimate
measure of greatness in tennis.

The All‑Time Leaders:
Men’s Singles

In men’s tennis, the “Big Three” — Novak
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal, and Roger Federer —
have rewritten the record books. As of early
2025,  the  leader  for  the  most  career
Grand Slams tennis among men is Novak
Djokovic,  who  holds  24  major  titles.  His
relentless  consistency  on  all  surfaces,
combined with  supreme mental  resilience,
has allowed him to surpass his great rivals.

Novak Djokovic – 24 Majors

Novak Djokovic’s haul includes a record 10
Australian Open titles, 7 Wimbledon crowns,

4  US  Open  victories,  and  3  French  Open
titles.  His  ability  to  win hard‑court  majors
with unmatched efficiency,  coupled with his
dramatic  2023  French  Open  triumph  that
broke the all‑time record, cements his place
at the top. Djokovic’s record is an open‑era
best, and he continues to add to his tally.

Rafael Nadal – 22 Majors

Rafael  Nadal’s  legacy  is  built  on  his
unparalleled dominance at the French Open,
where he has won 14 titles — a feat unlikely
ever to be matched. He also collected 4 US
Opens,  2  Wimbledons,  and  2  Australian
Opens. Although injuries curtailed his later
career, his 22 majors place him second in
the  men’s  list.  Nadal’s  fighting  spirit  and
clay‑court  wizardry  made  him  a  genuine
contender  for  the  most  career  Grand
Slams  tennis  race  until  Djokovic  pulled
ahead.

Roger Federer – 20 Majors

Roger Federer, who held the all‑time record
for  many  years,  finished  his  career  with  20
Grand  Slam titles.  His  elegant  game  and
longevity earned him 8 Wimbledon titles, 6
Australian Opens, 5 US Opens, and 1 French
Open.  Federer’s  grace  and  commercial
appeal elevated tennis globally, and his 20
majors remain a historic benchmark.

Other Notable Men’s Leaders

Pete Sampras – 14 majors (7
Wimbledon, 5 US Open, 2 Australian
Open).
Roy Emerson – 12 majors (all‑time
amateur and open era combined,



mostly before 1968).
Bjorn Borg – 11 majors (6 French, 5
Wimbledon).
Rod Laver – 11 majors (including two
calendar‑year Grand Slams).

The All‑Time Leaders:
Women’s Singles

The  women’s  game  has  seen  even  more
staggering totals, with two players holding
23 or more major singles titles. The current
leader for the most career Grand Slams
tennis  among  women  is  Margaret  Court,
with 24 majors. However, Serena Williams,
with  23  majors,  is  widely  considered  the
greatest of the open era.

Margaret Court – 24 Majors

Margaret  Court’s  24  Grand  Slam  singles
titles remain the all‑time record, although 13
of those came before the start of the open
era in 1968. She also won 19 doubles and 21
mixed doubles titles for a total of 64 majors
—  an  astonishing  overall  record.  Court’s
dominance  spanned  the  1960s  and  early
1970s, and while her open‑era total (11) is
lower,  her  overall  count  is  the  official
benchmark  for  the  most  career  Grand
Slams tennis.

Serena Williams – 23 Majors

Serena Williams won 23 Grand Slam singles
titles in the open era, tied for the most by
any  man  or  woman  during  that  period
(alongside Djokovic). Her powerful game and
mental  toughness earned her 7 Australian
Opens, 7 Wimbledon titles, 6 US Opens, and
3 French Opens.  Serena came agonisingly
close  to  equalling  Court’s  all‑time  record,
reaching  four  major  finals  after  turning  30
but falling just short. Nevertheless, her 23
majors,  14  women’s  doubles  majors,  and
four Olympic gold medals make her one of
the greatest athletes of all time.

Steffi Graf – 22 Majors

Steffi Graf won 22 Grand Slam singles titles,
including a Golden Slam in 1988 (all  four
majors plus Olympic gold). Her 7 Wimbledon
titles, 6 French Opens, 5 US Opens, and 4
Australian  Opens  place  her  third  on  the
women’s all‑time list. Graf’s versatility and
explosive forehand defined an era.

Other Notable Women’s Leaders

Helen Wills Moody – 19 majors (all
amateur, 1920s‑1930s).
Chris Evert – 18 majors (including 7
French Opens, 6 US Opens).
Martina Navratilova – 18 majors
(including 9 Wimbledon titles).
Billie Jean King – 12 majors (plus 16
doubles and 11 mixed doubles).

Comparing Legends
Across Eras

When  debating  the  most  career  Grand
Slams  tennis  leaders,  it  is  essential  to
consider  the  context  of  different  eras.
Margaret Court and Roy Emerson won many
of their titles before the open era, when the
player  pool  was  smaller  and  many  top
amateurs turned professional. The open era
(starting  1968)  allowed  professionals  to
compete at majors, increasing the level of
competition.  Novak  Djokovic,  Serena
Williams,  and Rafael  Nadal  achieved their
counts against deeper fields on more varied
surfaces. Additionally, the number of majors
per year has changed: from only three in the
early  years  (the  Australian  Open was  not
always  held)  to  the  current  four.  Surface
specialisation and injury management have
also  evolved.  Therefore,  while  the  raw
number is the primary statistic, many tennis
historians  value  open‑era  achievements
more  in  the  GOAT  debate.
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The Impact of Grand Slam
Count on Legacy

The race for the most career Grand Slams
tennis is not merely a number; it shapes a
player’s  legacy  and  influences  public
perception.  Players  who  dominate  the
majors are remembered as the greatest of
their generation — and often all time. The
number  is  used as  a  key  criterion  in  the
endless “GOAT” discussions among fans and
analysts. For example, Djokovic’s lead over
Nadal and Federer has solidified his claim as
the men’s GOAT, while Serena Williams’s 23
majors,  combined  with  her  longevity  and
cultural  impact,  have  made  her  a  global
icon. The chase for the record also drives
media  narratives,  with  every  major
tournament  scrutinised  as  a  step  toward
history.

Current Contenders and
Future Prospects

Among active players,  the men’s  race for
the most career Grand Slams tennis  is
currently  dominated  by  Novak  Djokovic.
With 24 titles and still competing at a high
level, he has a chance to extend his lead.
The  next  generation  —  Carlos  Alcaraz  (2

majors) and Jannik Sinner (2 majors) — have
shown promise, but they are far from the
all‑time totals.  In  the  women’s  game,  Iga
Swiatek (4 majors)  is  the dominant  force,
but she has a long way to go to reach 23 or
24. The retirement of the “Big Three” and
Serena Williams has left a vacuum that new
talents are slowly filling. The ultimate record
for the most career Grand Slams may stand
for  decades,  especially  in  the  women’s
game  where  Court’s  24  seems  barely
reachable.

Conclusion

The  quest  for  the  most  career  Grand
Slams tennis  has  produced some of  the
most  dramatic  moments  in  sports  history.
From Rod Laver’s calendar Grand Slams to
Serena Williams’s dominant run and Novak
Djokovic’s  record‑breaking  feats,  these
champions have pushed the boundaries of
human  performance.  While  lists  of  major
winners will always be debated — weighing
amateur  versus  open  era,  sur face
differences,  and  strength  of  competition  —
one fact remains: the Grand Slam count is
the gold standard by which tennis greatness
is measured. As the sport evolves, new stars
will  inevitably  emerge,  but  for  now,  the
names Djokovic, Court, Nadal, Federer, and
Williams stand atop the mountain,  forever
linked to the ultimate statistic in tennis.


