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Introduction

Few role-playing games from the PlayStation era have achieved the cult status of
Xenogears. Released by Squaresoft in 1998, this sprawling sci-fi epic combined
turn-based combat, giant mecha called Gears, and a deeply philosophical story that
spanned thousands of years of fictional history. For many players, navigating its
intricate world, labyrinthine dungeons, and multiple side quests was a daunting
task. That is where the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide came in. Published by
BradyGames in collaboration with Squaresoft, this guide became an essential
companion for players determined to experience every facet of the game. More
than two decades later, the guide remains a sought-after collectible and a
fascinating artifact of gaming history. In this article, we will explore everything
you need to know about the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide, from its
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The Game Behind the Guide

Before delving into the guide itself, it is important to understand the game it was
created for. Xenogears is a landmark RPG that pushed the boundaries of
storytelling and gameplay on the original PlayStation. Developed by the team that
would later form Monolith Soft, the game features a complex narrative built
around Jungian psychology, Gnosticism, and reincarnation. Players control Fei
Fong Wong and a cast of memorable characters as they unravel the mysteries of
the planet's past.

The game is known for its difficulty. Boss fights often require precise strategies,
and many of the best items and equipment are hidden behind obscure puzzles or
missable events. The world of Xenogears is nonlinear in parts, with a large
overworld and several optional areas that can be easily overlooked. Without a
guide, players frequently find themselves stuck, whether it is trying to defeat the
notoriously tough Emperor Cain or figuring out how to access the secret Etrenank
dungeon. This is why the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide was not just a
luxury; for many, it felt like a necessity.
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A Closer Look at the Xenogears Official Strategy
Guide

Publication and Format

The Xenogears Official Strategy Guide was released by BradyGames in 1998,
the same year the game debuted. It featured a colorful cover depicting the main
characters silhouetted against the mystical background of the Gazel Ministry. The
guide was printed in a standard paperback format, roughly 200 pages thick, with a
mix of full-color screenshots, maps, and text. Inside, the guide was organized in a
linear walkthrough format, following the game's progression from the beginning of
Disc 1 to the end of Disc 2.

Contents and Features

The guide is comprehensive. It includes:

e Step-by-step walkthrough: Each chapter of the game is covered in detalil,
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defeat every boss.

e Detailed maps: Every dungeon, city, and overworld area is mapped out,
showing the locations of treasure chests, save points, and hidden items.

e Complete item and equipment lists: The guide features tables for every
weapon, armor, accessory, and consumable item, along with their stats and
where to find them.

e Gear combat strategies: Since the game features two distinct battle
systems (foot combat and Gear combat), the guide provides specific tactics
for each, including how to acquire the strongest Gears and their special
attacks.

e Character stats and growth: A breakdown of each character's unique
abilities, deathblow learning patterns, and recommended leveling paths.

e Secrets and optional content: The guide reveals how to unlock the hidden
characters (like Emeralda and Rico's father), the location of the infamous
secret boss The End, and the method to obtain ultimate weapons such as
Fei's Xenocide and Elly's Heart Sword.

e Bestiary and enemy data: A full list of enemies with HP, elemental
weaknesses, and item drops.
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One of the most notable sections is the coverage of Disc 2, which is notoriously
linear and narrative-heavy but also contains several tricky sequences, including
the infamous "System Id" puzzles. The guide explains these puzzles in plain
language, making them much less frustrating for players.

Why the Guide Became a Collectible

Today, the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide is much more than a gameplay
aid. It is a piece of retro gaming memorabilia. The game itself has seen multiple re-
releases on PlayStation Network and later platforms, but the official guide has
never been reprinted. As a result, copies in good condition command high prices
on auction sites like eBay. A mint-condition copy with the original poster (which
was included in some early print runs) can sell for over $100.

Part of the guide's enduring appeal is its nostalgic value. For players who grew up
with the PlayStation, flipping through the guide's pages evokes memories of late-
night gaming sessions and the thrill of discovering hidden lore. The guide also
includes artwork and concept sketches that were not widely available elsewhere at
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world.

Comparing the Official Guide to Modern
Resources

In the age of online walkthroughs, video guides, and wikis, is the Xenogears
Official Strategy Guide still relevant? The answer is a qualified yes. While
websites like GameFAQs, RPG Fanatic, and YouTube offer detailed coverage, the
official guide offers a cohesive and curated experience. It is free from pop-up ads,
inconsistent formatting, and spoilers if you follow along page by page. Moreover,
the guide's layout is designed for quick reference during gameplay, with clearly
labeled sections and easy-to-follow maps.

However, there are some limitations. The guide was written before the internet
"hivemind" had fully cracked every secret. A few minor errors and omissions exist.
For example, the guide does not always explain the exact mechanics behind the
"Deathblow" learning system, and some players have pointed out that the
recommended level requirements for certain bosses are a bit conservative. Still,
for a first-time player, the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide provides a reliable
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roadmap that avoids the overwhelming amount of information found in modern
crowdsourced guides.

Tips for Using the Guide Effectively

If you are lucky enough to own a copy of the Xenogears Official Strategy Guide
(or are considering buying a PDF scan), here are some tips to get the most out of
it:

e Use it as a second screen: Read the relevant pages before you enter a new
area. The guide's maps can help you avoid missing treasure chests that are
hidden in corners.

e Cross-reference with online sources: For the most demanding bosses, you
might want to see actual combat footage. The guide gives you the theory;
video can show you the execution.

e Don't read ahead too much: The game's story is one of its strongest points.
The guide does contain some plot descriptions, so try to only look at the
gameplay sections to avoid spoilers.
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"Power Crisis" and "Vibration Wards", are missable. The guide marks which
chests are time-limited.

The Legacy of the Xenogears Official Strategy
Guide

The Xenogears Official Strategy Guide stands as a testament to a bygone era
when printed game guides were an integral part of the gaming experience. It
represents a time when gamers would sit on the floor with the guide open next to
their CRT televisions, using a flashlight to see the tiny maps printed on glossy
paper. For many fans, the guide is inseparable from the memory of the game itself.

In recent years, there has been speculation about a possible reprint or official
digital release, but as of now, the only way to get an official copy is through the
secondhand market. The guide's continued popularity underscores how deeply
Xenogears has resonated with players. Even though the game is
imperfect—notoriously unfinished in terms of Disc 2's gameplay—it remains a
masterpiece of storytelling. The guide helps bridge the gap between the game's
ambitious design and the player's desire to master it.
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Conclusion

The Xenogears Official Strategy Guide is more than a simple instruction
manual. It is a lovingly crafted companion that deepens one's appreciation of a
complex and challenging RPG. Whether you are a veteran returning to the world of
Fei, Elly, and Citan, or a new player discovering the game through a modern port,
having this guide at your side can transform your experience. While today's digital
resources are abundant, nothing quite matches the tactile pleasure and
authoritative voice of the official BradyGames guide. If you can find a copy in good
condition, consider it a worthy investment—not just for gameplay assistance, but
as a piece of gaming history that captures the magic of the late 1990s. Happy
adventuring, and may the powers of the Wave Existence guide your way.
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