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Sookie Stackhouse Novels In Order

Introduction to the Sookie Stackhouse
Novels

For  fans  of  supernatural  fiction,  romance,  and  Southern  Gothic
charm, few series have captured the imagination quite like the
Sookie  Stackhouse  novels.  Written  by  bestselling  author
Charlaine  Harris,  this  beloved  series—also  known  as  the
Southern  Vampire  Mysteries—introduces  readers  to  a
telepathic  waitress  living  in  the  small  Louisiana  town  of  Bon
Temps.  The books blend mystery,  fantasy,  humor,  and steamy
romance,  all  while  exploring themes of  prejudice,  identity,  and
belonging.  Whether  you  are  a  newcomer  eager  to  dive  into
Sookie's  world  or  a  longtime fan  looking  to  revisit  the  series,
knowing the Sookie Stackhouse novels in order is essential for
experiencing  the  full  narrative  arc.  This  guide  provides  a
comprehensive look at every main novel, short story, and novella,
ensuring you never miss a beat in Sookie's journey from a lonely
psychic to the heart of a supernatural war.

The Sookie Stackhouse Series: A Quick
Overview

The series originally ran from 2001 to 2013, comprising 13 novels.
The  books  are  narrated  in  first  person  from Sookie's  perspective,
giving  readers  an  intimate  view  of  her  life  as  she  navigates
relationships  with  vampires,  werewolves,  shapeshifters,  faeries,
and  other  mythical  beings.  The  series  inspired  the  hit  HBO
television  adaptation  True  Blood,  though  the  show  diverges
significantly  from  the  books.  For  purists,  reading  the  Sookie
Stackhouse novels in order is the only way to appreciate the
carefully  crafted plotlines,  character  growth,  and world-building
that Harris  perfected over the years.  Each novel  builds on the
previous one,  with ongoing mysteries,  romantic  entanglements,
and a deepening lore about the supernatural community.

To help you get started, here is the complete list of the Sookie
Stackhouse novels in order,  along with  a  brief  synopsis  for
each.

The Complete List of Sookie
Stackhouse Novels in Order

1. Dead Until Dark (2001)

The novel that started it all. Sookie Stackhouse is a waitress at
Merlotte's Bar in Bon Temps, Louisiana. She can read minds—a
curse that makes her relationships difficult. Her life changes when
vampire Bill Compton walks into the bar. As they grow closer, a
series  of  murders  rocks  the  town,  and  Sookie  must  use  her
telepathy to uncover the killer. This book introduces the central
conflict between humans and vampires, as well as Sookie's unique
abilities.

2. Living Dead in Dallas (2002)

Sookie's relationship with Bill deepens, but she is called upon to
use her telepathic talents for the vampire community. She travels
to Dallas to investigate the disappearance of a vampire, only to
stumble upon a deadly cult. Meanwhile, a mysterious group called
the Fellowship of the Sun threatens both humans and vampires.
This novel expands the world beyond Bon Temps and introduces
key allies and enemies.

3. Club Dead (2003)

When  Bill  goes  missing,  Sookie  teams  up  with  the  powerful
vampire  Eric  Northman  to  find  him.  Their  search  leads  them  to
Jackson, Mississippi, and a seedy vampire bar called Club Dead.
Sookie must navigate her growing attraction to Eric while staying
loyal to Bill. Betrayal, danger, and a shocking cliffhanger make this
a pivotal entry in the series.

4. Dead to the World (2004)

In perhaps the most beloved novel of the series, Eric appears at
Sookie's doorstep with no memory of who he is. A powerful witch
has cast a spell on him, and Sookie must protect him from enemies
both human and supernatural. As they grow closer, Sookie faces
threats from werewolves and witches. This book marks a major
turning point in her romantic journey.

5. Dead as a Doornail (2005)

Sookie's brother Jason becomes a prime suspect in a series of
shootings  targeting  shifters.  Meanwhile,  a  sniper  is  killing
supernatural beings, and Sookie must use her abilities to uncover
the truth.  This  novel  emphasizes  the growing tension between
different  supernatural  factions  and introduces  important  werewolf
characters.

6. Definitely Dead (2006)

After the death of her cousin Hadley, a former vampire queen's
consort, Sookie inherits a mysterious property in New Orleans. She
must navigate the treacherous politics of the vampire community
while  dealing with  her  own complicated love life.  The vampire
Queen  of  Louisiana,  Sophie-Anne  Leclerq,  plays  a  major  role,
setting the stage for future power struggles.

7. All Together Dead (2007)

When  the  vampire  summit—a  gathering  of  the  top  vampire
leaders—is hit by a bomb, Sookie must help identify the culprit.
Political intrigue, romance, and life-and-death stakes converge as
alliances shift. This novel is a direct sequel to events in Definitely
Dead and tests Sookie's loyalty to both Eric and Bill.

8. From Dead to Worse (2008)

In  the wake of  the summit disaster,  Sookie discovers shocking
truths about her own family heritage—she learns she is part faerie.
New supernatural creatures emerge, and the faerie world becomes
a central threat. This novel also introduces important changes in
the vampire hierarchy.

9. Dead and Gone (2009)

When a dead body is found in the parking lot of Merlotte's, Sookie
realizes the killer might be targeting her. At the same time, the
faerie world wages war on vampires and humans. Sookie's loyalties
are tested as she fights to protect those she loves. The novel ends
with a major character death that changes everything.

10. Dead in the Family (2010)

After the traumatic events of the previous book, Sookie tries to
rebuild her life. Clan warfare among vampires, a new were pack,
and  lingering  faerie  threats  keep  her  on  edge.  This  quieter,
character-driven novel focuses on healing and the consequences



of violence.

11. Dead Reckoning (2011)

Someone is sending messages to Sookie's now-deceased abusive
grandmother, and Sookie must track down the culprit. Meanwhile,
the vampires go to war with a fanatical group of humans. Sookie's
relationship  with  Eric  faces  new challenges,  and she discovers
more about her own powers.

12. Deadlocked (2012)

A murdered vampire appears in Sookie's yard, and she becomes a
prime suspect.  As  she investigates,  she uncovers  a  conspiracy
involving  the  fae,  the  vampires,  and  even  her  own  brother.
Romantic tensions escalate as Sookie must decide her future with
Eric—or without him.

13. Dead Ever After (2013)

The final novel brings the series to a satisfying conclusion. Sookie
faces her greatest challenges yet: a murder accusation, a vengeful
faerie, and an impossible choice between two loves. Harris wraps
up every major storyline, leaving readers with a bittersweet but
hopeful ending that honors Sookie's journey.

Short Stories and Novellas in the
Sookie Stackhouse Universe

In addition to the main novels, Charlaine Harris wrote several short
stories and novellas that expand the world of Bon Temps. While
not  essential  for  the  main  plot,  they  offer  deeper  insight  into
supporting characters and side events. For a complete experience,
readers should include these in their reading order. Here are the
key ones:

“Fairy Dust” (2004) – A short story featuring a young
Sookie and a mystery involving a local witch.
“One Word Answer” (2006) – A story that takes place
between Definitely Dead and All Together Dead.
“Dracula Night” (2007) – A Christmas-themed story with a
vampire gathering.
“Gift Wrap” (2008) – A holiday story featuring Sookie and
Eric.
“Two Blondes” (2010) – A story from the perspective of
Pam, Eric's vampire child.
“Burning Up” (2010) – A crossover story with other
Charlaine Harris series.
“Small-Town Wedding” (2011) – A short story about a
supernatural wedding.
“Playing Possum” (2012) – A story involving a
shapeshifter.
“The Britlingens Go to Hell” (2013) – A final short story
with the werewolf couple.

These stories are collected in several anthologies, including “A
Touch  of  Dead”  (2009)  and  “The  Sookie  Stackhouse
Companion” (2009) which also includes a map, recipes, and an
original  novella.  For  chronological  order,  it's  best  to  read each
short story after the corresponding novel in which its events take
place.

Why Read the Sookie Stackhouse

Novels in Order?

Even though each novel contains a self-contained mystery,  the
series  is  heavily  serialized.  Character  relationships  evolve
continuously, major plot arcs span multiple books, and spoilers are
abundant.  Reading  the  Sookie  Stackhouse  novels  in  order
allows you to:

Follow character growth: Sookie transforms from a naive
waitress to a confident, powerful woman. Her romantic
journey with Eric, Bill, and others builds naturally over time.
Understand political intrigue: Vampire politics, werewolf
pack dynamics, and faerie warfare are introduced gradually.
Skipping around leads to confusion about alliances and
enemies.
Appreciate foreshadowing: Harris plants clues and hints
in early books that become payoff later. For example,
Sookie's faerie heritage is subtly hinted at long before it's
revealed.
Avoid major spoilers: Key character deaths, betrayals, and
romantic resolutions lose their impact if read out of order.

Frequently Asked Questions About the
Series

How many Sookie Stackhouse novels are there?

There are 13 main novels in the series, published from 2001 to
2013. Additionally, there are several short stories and novellas.

Is True Blood the same as the books?

No, the HBO series True Blood is loosely based on the books but
makes  significant  changes  to  characters,  plots,  and  endings.  For
the authentic Sookie Stackhouse experience, the novels are the
definitive version.

What is the best order to read the short stories?

The most accurate order is to read each short story after the novel
that precedes its  publication or  setting.  Many fans recommend
reading “A Touch of Dead” after finishing the entire series, as it
collects all short stories in one volume.

Is there a Sookie Stackhouse book after Dead Ever
After?

No, the series concluded with Dead Ever After. However, Charlaine
Harris has continued to write other series, such as the Midnight,
Texas  trilogy,  which  is  set  in  the  same universe  but  features
different characters.

Conclusion

The Sookie Stackhouse novels in order  offer an unforgettable
reading  experience  that  blends  mystery,  romance,  and
supernatural adventure. From the small-town setting of Bon Temps
to  the  high-stakes  vampire  politics  of  New  Orleans,  Charlaine
Harris crafted a world rich with memorable characters and intricate
plots.  Whether you are discovering the series for  the first  time or
planning a  reread,  following the proper  sequence ensures that
every twist and turn hits with the intended emotional impact. Grab
a copy of Dead Until Dark and prepare to be sucked into one of the
most beloved urban fantasy series of all time. Happy reading!


