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Introduction: Why the quite like Coleman Powermate. The
Coleman Powermate 1850, a rugged

Manual for a 1850 workhorse from a bygone era, remains in

Coleman Powermate service for many homeowners, campers,
and tradespeople who appreciate its

Generator Still Matters simple, robust design. However, owning a
............................................................................................... vintage generator comes with a unique
In the world of portable power, few names challenge: finding and understanding the
carry the.weight .of .reliability .and, histery. . manual. far.a. .1850..Coleman
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more than a faded booklet; it is the key to
safe operation, routine maintenance, and
troubleshooting that can extend the life of
your machine for years to come. Whether
you have just acquired a used model or are
dusting off a long-forgotten unit, this
comprehensive guide will walk you through
everything you need to know to locate,
interpret, and apply the information
contained within that essential manual.

Understanding the
Coleman Powermate

The Coleman Powermate 1850 is a portable
generator designed to deliver 1850 watts of
surge power and typically 1500 to 1650
watts of continuous power. This puts it
squarely in the mid-range category for
small to medium household and
recreational use. It was commonly powered
by a dependable Briggs & Stratton engine,
known for its simplicity and ease of parts
availability. These generators were built to
provide backup power for essential
appliances, power tools on job sites, or
electricity for camping and tailgating.
Understanding the machine’s capabilities
begins with a careful reading of the
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manual for a 1850 Coleman
Powermate generator, which contains
the exact specifications for your specific
model variant.

Common Applications for the
1850 Watt Generator

With its 1850 watt starting capacity, this
generator can handle a surprising number
of tasks when used judiciously. Typical
applications include:

e Powering lights, a refrigerator, and a
sump pump during an outage.

e Running small power tools such as
drills, circular saws, and air
compressors.

* Supplying electricity for recreational
vehicles (RVs) and campers.

* Providing backup for essential
medical equipment like a CPAP
machine.

e Operating entertainment systems
and small appliances at tailgates and
outdoor events.

Because the manual for a 1850 Coleman
Powermate generator provides the exact
rated wattage and surge capacities, it is
your first resource for determining which
devices you can safely run simultaneously.
Overloading the generator is a common
mistake that can be avoided by consulting
this document.
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Many owners overlook the importance of
the owner’s manual, relying instead on
general knowledge. However, the manual
for a 1850 Coleman Powermate
generator is not generic. It contains
specific information that is critical for safe
and efficient operation. Without it, you risk
improper maintenance, voiding warranties
(if any remain), and creating dangerous
operating conditions.

Safety Information Unique to
Your Model

Every generator presents specific hazards,
including carbon monoxide poisoning,
electrical shock, and fire risks from fuel and
hot engine parts. The manual for a 1850
Coleman Powermate generator will outline:

e Proper grounding procedures for your
unit’s electrical system.

¢ Clearances required from windows,
doors, and vents to prevent CO
buildup.

¢ Fuel storage and handling
precautions specific to the
generator’s fuel system.

e Electrical load limits and wiring
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diagrams for the control panel.

Performance Specifications and
Capacities

Beyond basic wattage, the manual provides
detailed technical data including:

e Engine displacement and oil capacity
(typically around 15-20 ounces).

e Fuel tank capacity and estimated run
time at 50% load.

» Voltage and amperage ratings for
each outlet (typically 120V, 15A-20A).

e Recommended fuel types and octane
ratings.

e Spark plug gap and type
specifications.

Maintenance Schedules Tailored
to the Engine and Alternator

One of the most valuable sections in the
manual for a 1850 Coleman
Powermate generator is the
maintenance schedule. It tells you exactly
when to change oil, clean or replace the air
filter, inspect the spark plug, and service
the fuel system. Following this schedule is
the single most important factor in
preventing unexpected breakdowns.

Key Specifications You
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While specifications can vary slightly
between production years, most Coleman
Powermate 1850 models share a core set of
characteristics. Knowing these specs helps
you source correct parts and operate the
generator safely.

Specification
Surge Wattage

Continuous
Wattage

Typical Value
1850 watts

1500 - 1650 watts

eng®dill Find §igotheratton 875

or 900 series
Fuel Tank Capacity 3.5 -5 gallons
Run Time at 50%

Load 8 - 12 hours

Oil Capacity %gv-vioo?z (SAE 30 or
Spark Plug Gap ?n?n?ao inches (0.76
Outlets 2D>é 120V AC, 1x 12V
Weight ﬁ)p;proximately 90-110

Always verify these figures against your
specific manual for a 1850 Coleman
Powermate generator, as there may be
differences depending on the exact model
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number printed on your unit’s data plate.

Where to Find the
Manual for a 1850
Coleman Powermate
Generator

If you do not have the original paper
manual, do not worry. There are several
reliable ways to obtain a copy.

Online Resources and
Manufacturer Archives

Coleman Powermate has been through

decades, but manuals for older models are
often archived online. Start by visiting the
current Powermate website
(powermate.com) and navigating to their
support or manual lookup section. You will
likely need the model number and serial
number from the generator’s identification
sticker. If the official site does not have it,
try third-party manual repositories such as
ManualsLib, ManualsOnline, or
GeneratorManual.com. A simple search for
"manual for a 1850 Coleman Powermate
generator" will often bring up a
downloadable PDF.

Online Forums and Community
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Support

Vintage generator enthusiast communities
are a treasure trove of information. Sites
like SmokStak, ArboristSite, and various
Facebook groups dedicated to Coleman and
Powermate equipment have members who
have scanned and shared manuals. Posting
a request for the manual for a 1850
Coleman Powermate generator in these
communities can yield a quick response
from someone who owns the same
machine.

Used Market and Vintage
Equipment Dealers

Occasionally, sellers on eBay, Craigslist, or

at flea markets will have original paper
manuals available for purchase. If you are
buying a used generator that is missing its
manual, ask the seller politely if they have
it or know where to find one. Some small
engine repair shops also maintain a library
of manuals for older equipment and may
allow you to make a copy.

Operating Your
Generator Safely Using
the Manual

Safety is paramount when operating any
generator. The manual for a 1850
Coleman Powermate generator contains
specific safety instructions that you must



follow. Here is a summary of the most
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critical points:

Proper Starting Procedure

1.

Place the generator outdoors in a dry,
well-ventilated area away from
windows, doors, and vents.

. Check the oil level and fuel level. Use

the recommended oil viscosity from
the manual.

. Turn the fuel valve to the “ON"

position.

. Set the choke to the “START” position

(usually full choke when cold).

Pull the recoil starter cord gently until
resistance is felt, then pull sharply.
Once the engine starts, gradually

move the choke to the “RUN”
position.

7. Allow the engine to warm up for a few
minutes before connecting any loads.

Electrical Load Management

Your manual for a 1850 Coleman
Powermate generator will list the maximum
current for each outlet. Never exceed these
ratings. Use a heavy-duty extension cord
rated for outdoor use and ensure it is fully
unwound to prevent overheating. Add loads
in sequence, starting with the largest
motor-driven appliance (which requires the
most starting surge).
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1. Disconnect all loads before turning off
the generator.

2. Let the engine run at no load for a
minute or two to cool down.

3. Turn the fuel valve to the “OFF”
position and allow the carburetor to
run dry.

4. Turn the engine switch to “OFF” (if
equipped).

5. Store the generator in a clean, dry
area. If storing for more than 30 days,
add fuel stabilizer to the tank
following the manual’s instructions.

Service Intervals from
the Manual

Regular maintenance is the key to long
generator life. The manual for a 1850
Coleman Powermate generator provides
a schedule that, if followed, will keep your
machine starting and running reliably for
decades.

Oil Changes

Most manuals recommend changing the
engine oil after the first 5-8 hours of
operation (break-in period) and then every
50 hours or every season, whichever comes
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first. Use high-quality SAE 30 or 10W-30
detergent oil. Never overfill; check the
dipstick level carefully.

Air Filter Maintenance

Check the foam air filter every 25 hours of
operation in normal conditions, and more
frequently in dusty environments. Clean it
with warm, soapy water, rinse thoroughly,
and allow it to air dry completely. Lightly oil

the foam with engine oil and squeeze out
excess before reinstalling. Replace the
paper air filter element if your model has
one. The manual will specify the correct
filter part number.

Spark Plug Service

Remove and inspect the spark plug every
100 hours. Clean it with a wire brush and
check the gap with a feeler gauge
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