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Custody Book By
Manju Kapur Summary

Introduction:
Unraveling the
Complexities of
Modern
Relationships

Manju Kapur, a celebrated
Indian author known for her
incisive portrayal of domestic
life and familial tensions,
de l ive red  ye t  ano ther
compelling narrative in her
2011 novel, Custody. The
book dives deep into the
labyrinth of  marr iage,
divorce, and the painful tug-
of-war over children that
often follows. For readers
seeking a Custody Book By

Manju Kapur Summary,
this article offers a thorough
exploration of the plot,
characters, and underlying
themes that make this novel a
poignant commentary on
contemporary Indian society.
Kapur masterfully weaves a
story that is both intimate and
universally relatable, raising
ques t ions  abou t  l ove ,
obligation, and the true
meaning of parenthood.

Overview of
the Novel
“Custody”

Published by Random House
India, Custody is Kapur's



fourth novel. It continues her
tradition of examining the
lives of educated, middle-
class Indian women caught
between t rad i t ion  and
modernity. The story is set
primarily in Delhi and charts
the dis integrat ion of  a
marriage and the ensuing
legal and emotional battles
for the custody of a child.
Unlike many narratives that
pain t  c lear  heroes  and
villains, Kapur presents
flawed, sympathetic
characters on all  sides,
forcing the reader to confront
the grey areas of human
relationships. A detailed
Custody Book By Manju
Kapur Summary  must
highlight how the novel
moves  f rom domes t i c
harmony to bitter conflict,
reflecting the changing
dynamics of family law and
gender roles in India.

Plot Summary
of “Custody”

The novel revolves around
Shagun, a beautiful and
ambitious woman, and her
husband, Raman, a successful
but emotionally reserved
businessman. They have two
children: a son, Arjun, and a
younger daughter, Roohi.
Their seemingly stable life
unravels when Shagun begins
an affair with Ashok Khanna,
R a m a n ’ s  w e a l t h y  a n d
charismatic boss. The affair
is discovered, leading to a
painful  separat ion and
eventually divorce.

The central conflict of the
book emerges from the
cus tody  ba t t l e  for  the
children. Raman, deeply hurt
and betrayed, fights for full
custody, believing Shagun is
an unfit mother due to her
infidelity. Shagun, on the
other hand, wants to keep her
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children, especially her son
Arjun, whom Raman adores.
The lega l  proceedings
become a battlefield where
love, resentment, and societal
judgments clash. Kapur does
not simplify the struggle:
Raman becomes increasingly
obsessive, Shagun grows
more defiant, and the
children are caught in the
crossfire. The novel follows
the court case, the personal
lives of both parents, and the
even tua l ,  b i t t e r swee t
resolution.

Key Characters in
“Custody”

Shagun: The
protagonist whose
desire for freedom
and self-fulfillment
leads her to leave her
marriage. She is
complex—neither
entirely villainous nor
wholly sympathetic.
Her journey reflects

the constraints on
women who seek
independence.
Raman: A dutiful
husband and father,
Raman represents
traditional
masculinity. His sense
of betrayal is
profound, and his fight
for custody becomes a
crusade to restore his
honor as much as to
protect his children.
Ashok Khanna:
Raman’s boss and
Shagun’s lover. He is
portrayed as charming
but ultimately selfish,
offering Shagun a new
life but not without
conditions.
Arjun and Roohi:
The children,
particularly Arjun, are
the emotional core of
the novel. Their
perspectives illustrate
the innocent suffering
caused by adult



conflicts.
Legal figures and
family members:
Lawyers, parents, and
relatives each
represent different
societal attitudes
toward divorce and
custody.

Thematic
Analysis:
Beyond a
Simple Custody
Battle

A comprehensive Custody
Book By Manju Kapur
Summary must explore the
novel’s major themes. Kapur
uses the custody dispute as a
lens to examine deeper social
issues.

The Erosion of
Traditional Marriage

The novel  opens with a

picture of a conventional,
comfortable marriage:
Raman works hard, Shagun
manages the home. Yet
u n d e r n e a t h ,  t h e r e  i s
dissatisfaction. Kapur shows
how economic dependence
and emotional distance can
corrode a relationship.
Shagun’s affair is not just a
moral lapse but a desperate
act of self-assertion. The
breakdown of the marriage
reflects broader changes in
Indian society, where women
increasingly question their
roles as wives and mothers.

The Commodification
of Children

One of the most disturbing
aspects of the custody battle
is how Arjun and Roohi
become pawns in a legal and
emotional war. Both parents
use the children to hurt each
other. Raman’s lawyer paints
Shagun as  a  neglectful
mother, while Shagun’s team
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questions Raman’s ability to
provide emotional care.
Kapur cri t iques a legal
system that often fails to
prioritize the best interests of
the child over the egos of
adults.

Gender Roles and
Double Standards

The novel sharply highlights
gender hypocrisy. Raman is
celebrated for wanting
c u s t o d y — a  “ c a r i n g
father”—while Shagun’s
desire to keep her children is
treated as selfish. A working
mother is suspect; a father
w h o  h i r e s  a  n a n n y  i s
progressive. Kapur forces
readers to question these
biases. Shagun’s struggle is
emblematic of many women
who are judged harshly for
stepping outside traditional
roles, even when they are
seeking happiness.

The Role of the Law

Kapur provides a realistic
depiction of Indian family
courts. The legal process is
slow, invasive, and often
i n s e n s i t i v e .  L a w y e r s
manipulate facts, and judges
bring their own prejudices.
The novel suggests that the
law is an imperfect tool for
resolving intimate human
conflicts, leaving scars on
everyone involved.

Narrative Style
and Structure

Kapur employs a third-person
omniscient narrator, shifting
perspectives between Shagun,
Raman, and occasionally the
children. This technique
a l l o w s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o
understand the motivations
and pain of each character.
The  wr i t ing  i s  d i r ec t ,
unadorned, and emotionally
resonant. The plot moves



with the rhythm of a court
case—periods of tension
followed by moments of
introspection—keeping the
reader  engaged  in  the
unfolding drama of the
Custody Book By Manju
Kapur Summary.

Major Turning
Points in the
Plot

Discovery of the1.
Affair: Raman finds
out about Shagun and
Ashok. His shock and
rage set the legal battle
in motion.
Separation and2.
Temporary
Arrangements:
Shagun moves out
with the children
initially, but Raman
fights for shared
custody. The children
are torn between two
homes.

The Custody3.
Hearing: The
courtroom scenes are
dramatic and
revealing. Both sides
present evidence of
the other’s failings.
Arjun’s Testimony:4.
The most heart-
wrenching moment
occurs when Arjun is
asked to state his
preference. This scene
crystallizes the
emotional cost of the
conflict.
The Verdict: Without5.
revealing spoilers, the
outcome is not a clear
victory. It is a
compromise that
leaves everyone
bruised, asking what
“winning” truly means
when a family is
broken.
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Literary
Significance
and Reception

Custody received mixed to
positive reviews upon release.
Critics praised Kapur’s
nuanced characterisation and
her unflinching look at the
dark side of domesticity.
Some felt the novel was too
bleak, but others valued its
r e a l i s m .  T h e  b o o k
contributed significantly to
contemporary Indian English
literature by addressing
d i v o r c e  a n d  c h i l d
custody—topics  of ten
shrouded in silence. For
anyone reading a Custody
Book By Manju Kapur
Summary, it stands as a
testament to her ability to
turn personal drama into
social commentary.

Comparison
with Kapur’s
Other Works

Readers  fami l iar  wi th
K a p u r ’ s  e a r l i e r
novels—Difficult Daughters,
A Married Woman, and The
Immigrant—will notice
recurring themes: the clash
between t rad i t ion  and
modernity, female desire,
and familial obligations.
Custody is perhaps her most
focused exploration of legal
structures and their impact on
personal lives. While Difficult
D a u g h t e r s  d e a l s  w i t h
partition and forbidden love,
Custody is firmly set in
contemporary urban India,
making it more immediately
accessible to modern readers.

Why This Novel



Matters Today

Divorce rates in India are
rising, and custody battles are
increas ingly  common.
Kapur’s novel offers a
fictional but deeply
researched look at what these
battles entail. It humanises
both parents and challenges
the idea that one must be a
villain for the other to be a
h e r o .  T h e  n o v e l  i s
particularly relevant in the
context of discussions about
shared parenting, the rights
of fathers, and the emotional
well-being of children. A
good Custody Book By
Manju Kapur Summary
should remind readers that
behind every court case is a
family in pain.

Lessons from
the Novel

Communication is
vital: Many of the

conflicts stem from
things left unsaid.
Shagun and Raman
never truly understood
each other.
Children are not
possessions: The
novel argues that
custody should not be
about winning, but
about giving children
stability and love, even
if parents are apart.
Women’s choices are
complex: Shagun is
not a simple
adulteress; she is a
woman trying to
escape a life that
suffocates her. Her
flaws are human.
The law has limits:
Legal judgments
cannot heal emotional
wounds. The best
resolution often
involves compromise
and maturity.
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Critical
Interpretation:
Who Really
Wins?

Kapur leaves the ending
ambiguous. There is no
triumphant moment. Instead,
the reader is left with a sense
of loss and resignation. The
custody arrangement is
practical but unsatisfying.
The novel’s power lies in its
refusal to offer easy answers.
It forces readers to sit with
discomfort and ask: What
does it mean to be a good
parent? Can love survive
betrayal? Is it better to stay
together for the children or
separate? These questions
linger long after the final
page.

Conclusion: A

Story That
Stays With You

InCustody, Manju Kapur
crafts a story that is both a
gripping domestic drama and
a sharp critique of societal
norms. The Custody Book
B y  M a n j u  K a p u r
Summary presented here
captures only a fraction of
the novel’s depth. The book is
recommended for anyone
interested in contemporary
Indian fiction, family
dynamics, or the intersection
of law and emotion. Kapur
d o e s  n o t  j u d g e  h e r
characters; she presents them
i n  a l l  t h e i r  m e s s y ,
contradictory humanity. The
result is a novel that educates,
moves, and challenges. It
reminds us that in the game
of custody,  sometimes
everyone loses—but also that
there is grace in learning to
let  go and rebui ld .  For
readers seeking a profound,



thought-provoking read,
Custody remains an essential

addition to the canon of
modern Indian literature.


