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Baruch College Zicklin School of Business: A
Premier Institution for Business Education in the
Heart of New York City

When aspiring business professionals think of top-tier education in a global
financial capital, the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business immediately
comes to mind. As one of the largest and most respected business schools in the
United States, Zicklin offers a unique blend of academic rigor, real-world
experience, and unparalleled access to the New York City job market. For students
seeking a transformative business education that balances theory with practice,
Zicklin stands as a beacon of opportunity. This article explores the distinctive
features of the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business, from its renowned
programs and faculty to its exceptional location and career outcomes.

The Legacy and Mission of Zicklin

Part of Baruch College, which itself is a senior college within the City University of
New York (CUNY) system, the Zicklin School of Business has a rich history dating
back over a century. The school was formally named after alumnus and
philanthropist Lawrence Zicklin in 1998, but its roots in business education stretch
back to the founding of the School of Business and Civic Administration in 1919.
The mission of the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business is to provide
accessible, high-quality business education that reflects the diversity of New York
City. It is deeply committed to social mobility, academic excellence, and preparing
students to become ethical leaders in a complex global economy.

Academic Excellence and Program Offerings

The Zicklin School of Business offers a comprehensive portfolio of programs
designed to meet students at every stage of their careers. All programs are
accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB
International), a hallmark of quality in business education.

Undergraduate Business Programs

At the undergraduate level, the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business
offers a Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) degree with majors in high-
demand fields. Students can choose from disciplines such as:

e Accountancy
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Finance

Marketing

Management

Computer Information Systems
International Business

Real Estate

The BBA curriculum is rigorous, combining a strong foundation in liberal arts with
specialized business coursework. Students benefit from small class sizes, hands-on
projects, and opportunities to participate in internships with leading firms in
Manhattan. The finance and accountancy programs, in particular, are highly
regarded, consistently ranking among the best in the nation for producing
graduates who excel in the financial services industry.

Graduate Business Programs

For graduate students, Zicklin offers a wide array of Master's programs and a PhD
in Business. The flagship program is the Full-Time MBA, a highly selective program
designed for professionals seeking a transformative career shift. The curriculum
emphasizes leadership, strategic thinking, and analytical skills. Students can
specialize in areas like asset management, brand management, or business
analytics.

In addition to the Full-Time MBA, the Baruch College Zicklin School of
Business provides several flexible options for working professionals:

e The Part-Time MBA: Offered in the evening, this program allows students
to earn their degree while maintaining their career. It is consistently ranked
as one of the best part-time MBA programs in the country.

e The Executive MBA (EMBA): Designed for senior-level professionals, this
intensive program fosters executive leadership and strategic vision.

e Specialized Master's Programs: Zicklin offers Master of Science (MS)
degrees in Accountancy, Finance, Marketing, Business Analytics, Real Estate,
and Taxation. These programs provide deep expertise in a specific field and
are ideal for those looking to advance within their current industry.

e The PhD in Business: Zicklin’s doctoral program prepares future
academics and researchers for careers in top universities and research
institutions.

World-Class Faculty and Cutting-Edge Research

The intellectual capital at the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business is one
of its greatest assets. The faculty comprises over 200 full-time scholars and
practitioners who are leaders in their respective fields. They publish in top-tier
academic journals, consult for multinational corporations, and hold leadership roles
in professional organizations. Importantly, Zicklin faculty are dedicated teachers
who bring their research and industry experience into the classroom, ensuring
students learn the most current theories and practices.
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Steven L. Newman Real Estate Institute, provide platforms for interdisciplinary
research and industry engagement. These centers also create valuable networking
opportunities for students and alumni.

The Unmatched Advantage of Location: New York
City

Perhaps no single factor distinguishes the Baruch College Zicklin School of
Business more than its location. Situated in the heart of Manhattan, at 55
Lexington Avenue, Zicklin places students at the epicenter of global commerce.
This location translates into direct, tangible benefits:

¢ Internship Access: Students can walk to internships at Wall Street firms,
Fortune 500 headquarters, advertising agencies, and tech startups. The
school’'s Career Development Center maintains strong relationships with
employers, facilitating thousands of internships each year.

* Networking Opportunities: Guest lectures, industry panels, and company
treks are a regular part of life at Zicklin. Students meet and learn from C-
suite executives, successful entrepreneurs, and accomplished alumni who
work just blocks away.

¢ Real-Time Learning: Courses frequently incorporate case studies and
projects drawn from the real business world. Professors often invite industry
leaders to speak, and students analyze current events as they unfold on Wall
Street and beyond.

Admissions, Affordability, and Rankings

The Baruch College Zicklin School of Business is known for its selective
admissions and excellent return on investment. The undergraduate program
attracts top students from across the country and around the world. The
admissions process evaluates academic achievement, standardized test scores,
extracurricular involvement, and personal essays.

Graduate programs have their own specific requirements. For the Full-Time MBA,
candidates typically need a strong GPA, competitive GMAT or GRE scores,
professional work experience, and compelling essays. The part-time and executive
programs value professional experience and leadership potential.

One of the most compelling aspects of Zicklin is its affordability, especially for in-
state students. As part of the CUNY system, tuition is significantly lower than that
of private institutions, yet the quality of education and career outcomes rivals that
of elite business schools. This commitment to affordability without sacrificing
quality has earned Zicklin high marks in value-based rankings. For example, the
part-time MBA program regularly appears in the top 10 of U.S. News & World
Report rankings, and the undergraduate business program is consistently ranked
among the best in the nation, particularly for finance and accounting.
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Career Outcomes and Alumni Network

A degree from the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business opens doors to a
wide range of career paths. Graduates are sought after by employers in:

e Financial Services: Investment banking, asset management, commercial
banking, and financial analysis. Zicklin is a major feeder school for Wall
Street.

e Accounting: The accountancy program is one of the largest and most
respected in the country, producing a steady stream of CPAs for the Big Four
firms and beyond.

e Technology: Graduates work at major tech companies like Google, Amazon,
and Microsoft, as well as in the burgeoning New York tech scene.

e Marketing and Advertising: With Madison Avenue as a neighbor, Zicklin
students frequently intern at top advertising agencies and marketing
departments.

e Consulting and Entrepreneurship: Many graduates pursue careers in
management consulting or launch their own ventures.

The Zicklin alumni network is extensive and loyal. With over 120,000 alumni
worldwide, many of whom hold leadership positions in their industries, current
students and graduates have a powerful professional network to draw upon. The
Baruch College Alumni Association hosts events, mentorship programs, and
networking receptions that facilitate connections across generations.

Diversity, Inclusion, and Student Life

The Baruch College Zicklin School of Business is a microcosm of New York
City’s incredible diversity. Students come from a multitude of cultural, economic,
and professional backgrounds. This diversity enriches classroom discussions and
prepares students to work in global teams. The school is deeply committed to
inclusion, with numerous student organizations and initiatives that support
underrepresented groups in business, such as the Women in Business club, the
Black and Latino Student Association, and the Pride Network.

Student life at Zicklin is vibrant and engaging. Beyond academics, students can
participate in over 50 business-related clubs, honor societies, and professional
organizations. These groups host competitions, workshops, and social events that
build leadership skills and foster lifelong friendships. The state-of-the-art facilities,
including the Subotnick Financial Services Center with its Bloomberg terminals,
provide an ideal environment for collaboration and learning.

Conclusion

The Baruch College Zicklin School of Business offers an exceptional
educational experience that is hard to match. Its combination of academic
excellence, world-class faculty, prime Manhattan location, affordability, and a
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a career in business. Whether you are an undergraduate seeking a strong
foundation, a professional pursuing an MBA, or a doctoral candidate aiming for a
career in academia, Zicklin provides the tools, resources, and opportunities to
succeed. For those who value a business education that is both rigorous and
accessible, the Baruch College Zicklin School of Business represents a wise and
impactful investment in the future. It is not just a school; it is a launchpad for
leaders who will shape the world of business for years to come.
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