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Reading Playing
Cards For Fortune

Telling

The Ancient Art of
Cartomancy: An
Introduction to Reading
Playing Cards For Fortune
Telling

For  centuries,  humans  have  sought
glimpses  into  the  unknown,  turning  to
various tools to seek guidance, clarity, and
self-reflection.  While tarot  cards often steal
the spotlight in the world of divination, a
more  accessible  and  equally  profound
method exists within reach of nearly every
household:  the  humble  deck  of  playing
cards.  Reading  playing  cards  for
for tune  te l l ing ,  a l so  known  as
cartomancy, is a time-honored practice that
transforms a standard 52-card deck into a
powerful  oracle.  This  ancient  art  offers  a
direct,  intuitive,  and  surprisingly  detailed



system  for  exploring  life’s  questions,
uncovering  hidden  patterns,  and  tapping
into one’s inner wisdom. Whether you are a
curious  beginner  or  a  seasoned  spiritual
seeker,  learning  to  read  playing  cards
opens a door to a rich symbolic language
that has spoken to people across cultures
and generations.

The  beauty  of  playing  card  fortune
tel l ing  l i es  in  i t s  s imp l i c i ty  and
accessibility.  Unlike  specialized  oracle
decks, a standard deck of Bicycle or poker
cards  is  inexpensive  and  unassuming,
making  it  a  perfect  tool  for  discreet
readings  or  spontaneous  insights.  The
practice  strips  away  the  mystique  of
elaborate imagery and focuses on the core
principles  of  numerology,  suit  symbolism,
and elemental  associations.  By  mastering
the  meanings  of  the  four  suits  and  the
significance  of  the  numbers,  you  gain  a
flexible  framework  that  can  be  adapted  to
nearly  any  inquiry.  This  article  will  guide
you  through  the  foundational  knowledge
needed  to  begin  your  journey,  from
understanding the core meanings of each
card  to  performing  simple  spreads  that
yield profound results.
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Understanding the Core
Symbolism: The Four

Suits

In traditional cartomancy, the four suits of a
standard  deck  correspond  directly  to  the
four elements and the four pillars of human
experience.  Each  suit  carries  a  distinct
energy  and  domain  of  life,  providing  the
first  layer  of  meaning  in  any  reading.
Mastery  of  these  associations  is  the
cornerstone of reading playing cards for
fortune telling.

Hearts: The Realm of Emotions
and Relationships

The suit  of  Hearts  is  associated with  the
element  of  Water,  governing  love,
emotions,  relationships,  intuition,  and
matters of the home. When Hearts appear
prominently in a spread, they signal a focus
on feelings,  connections  with  others,  and
the  emotional  climate  surrounding  a
situation.  Positive  Hearts  cards  often
indicate  harmony,  romance,  and  deep
affection,  while  reversed  or  surrounded  by
challenging cards may suggest heartache,
jealousy,  or  emotional  confusion.  In
cartomancy with playing cards, the Ace



of  Hearts  is  particularly  potent,  often
heralding  a  new  love  or  a  profound
emotional  awakening.

Clubs (or Clovers): The Realm of
Action and Ambition

Clubs  correspond to  the  element  of  Fire,
representing  energy,  action,  career,
ambition,  creativity,  and  personal  drive.
This  suit  governs  your  professional  life,
projects, goals, and the outward expression
of your will. Clubs are the suit of movement,
innovation,  and  sometimes  conflict  born
from  passion.  A  reading  rich  in  Clubs
suggests a time of activity, initiative, and
the  need for  decisive  action.  The  Ace  of
C lubs  i s  a  power fu l  omen  for  new
beginnings in business or creative ventures,
symbolizing the spark of an idea that has
the  potential  to  grow  into  something
significant.  When  reading  playing  cards
for fortune telling, pay close attention to
Clubs  when  questions  involve  work,
ambition,  or  personal  projects.

Diamonds: The Realm of Material
Wealth and Practicality

Diamonds  are  linked  to  the  element  of
Earth,  governing  finances,  material
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possessions,  practical  matters,  career
stability,  and the tangible  aspects  of  life.
This suit speaks to your values, resources,
and  the  physical  world  you  inhabit.
Diamonds in a reading often point to money
mat te rs ,  i nves tments ,  bus iness
transactions, or the practical steps needed
to achieve a goal.  While they can signify
financial  gain and prosperity,  they can also
indicate  preoccupation  with  material
concerns or a need for greater practicality.
The Ace of Diamonds is a clear signal of a
new  financial  opportunity  or  a  valuable
material gift. In the system of playing card
fortune  telling,  Diamonds  ground  the
reading  in  reality.

Spades: The Realm of Challenges
and Transformation

Spades correspond to the element of  Air,
but  in  cartomancy,  they  carry  a  heavier
energy  than  the  other  suits.  Spades
represent  challenges,  obstacles,  conflict,
mental  stress,  heal th  issues,  and
sometimes endings. However, it is crucial to
understand that Spades are not inherently
negative. They signify the necessary trials
that  lead  to  growth,  transformation,  and
wisdom. Spades push us to confront difficult
truths,  make  hard  decisions,  and  release



what  no  longer  serves  us.  The  Ace  of
Spades is a powerful card of fate, sudden
change, and sometimes a necessary ending
that  clears  the  way  for  something  new.
When reading playing cards for fortune
telling,  Spades  should  be  interpreted  as
catalysts for change rather than purely bad
omens.

The Numerological
Significance of Number
Cards

Beyond the suit, the number on each card
adds  a  second  layer  of  meaning.  In
cartomancy  with  playing  cards,  the
numbers  1  through  10  carry  universal
numerological significance that modifies the
suit’s energy. Understanding these numbers
is essential for a nuanced reading.

Ace (1): Beginnings, potential, a new
cycle, focus, and seed energy. The
Ace is always a powerful card,
representing the essence of its suit at
its purest.
Two: Duality, partnership, balance,
choices, and waiting. Twos often
indicate a relationship dynamic or a
decision point.



Reading Playing Cards For
Fortune Telling

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Rory
& Riggs • Books are a uniquely portable magic. •

Page 7

Three: Growth, expansion, creativity,
communication, and collaboration.
Threes suggest progress and the
fruition of initial efforts.
Four: Stability, foundation, structure,
rest, and security. Fours can indicate
a period of solidification or feeling
stuck in a rut.
Five: Conflict, change, disruption,
struggle, and movement. Fives are
cards of instability that often lead to
necessary adjustments.
Six: Harmony, balance, adjustment,
cooperation, and community. Sixes
suggest a return to equilibrium after a
period of upheaval.
Seven: Reflection, introspection,
assessment, spiritual awareness, and
inner work. Sevens encourage looking
inward for answers.
Eight: Movement, progress, action,
power, and ambition. Eights are
dynamic cards that indicate forward
momentum and achievement.
Nine: Completion, fulfillment,
wisdom, and accomplishment. Nines
signal the near-end of a cycle, often
with a sense of satisfaction or
culmination.
Ten: Endings, culmination,
completion of a major cycle, and



transition. Tens represent the
conclusion of a chapter, making way
for a new Ace to begin.

When reading playing cards for fortune
telling, combine the number meaning with
the suit meaning. For example, the Five of
Hearts  (conflict  + emotions)  might  indicate
a disagreement with a loved one, while the
Eight of Diamonds (action + money) could
suggest  rapid  financial  progress  or  a  flurry
of business activity.

The Court Cards: People
and Personalities

The Jack, Queen, King, and sometimes the
Joker represent actual people in your life,
aspects  of  your  own  personality,  or
archetypal  energies.  Learning  to  identify
these figures is a key skill  in playing card
fortune telling.

Jack: Represents a youthful person, a
messenger, a student, or a new
beginning in the suit’s domain. Jacks
can also symbolize a message or an
opportunity. A Jack of Hearts might be
a young romantic interest, while a
Jack of Spades could be a younger
person who brings challenging news.
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Queen: Represents a mature woman,
a nurturing figure, or the embodiment
of the suit’s receptive qualities. The
Queen of Diamonds might be a
financially savvy woman, while the
Queen of Clubs could be a creative
and ambitious leader.
King: Represents a mature man, an
authority figure, or the embodiment
of the suit’s assertive qualities. The
King of Hearts is a compassionate and
emotionally mature man, while the
King of Spades is often a figure of
authority who may be strict or
challenging.
Joker: The Joker is a wildcard,
representing spontaneity, chaos, new
beginnings, or a need to embrace
humor and flexibility. It can indicate
unexpected events or the need to
take a leap of faith. In some
traditions, the Joker is a very powerful
card signifying major life changes.

To  identify  which  person  a  court  card
represents,  consider  their  physical
description,  age,  gender,  or  personality
traits in relation to the question. If the card
appears  in  a  position  representing  the
future,  it  may indicate a person who will
enter  your  life  or  an aspect  of  your  own



personality you need to embody.

Simple Spreads for
Beginners in Playing Card
Fortune Telling

You do not need complex layouts to receive
meaningful guidance. Starting with simple
spreads allows you to build confidence and
develop  your  intuition  while  reading
playing  cards  for  fortune  telling.

The Three-Card Spread: Past,
Present, Future

This is the most fundamental and versatile
spread.  Shuffle  the  deck  while  focusing  on
your question, then draw three cards. The
first  card  represents  the  past  influences
affecting  the  situation.  The  second  card
represents the present circumstances and
energies at  play.  The third card suggests
the  likely  outcome  or  future  direction  if
current  trends  continue.  This  spread  is
excellent  for  quick,  daily  readings  or  for
gaining clarity on any specific issue.

The Five-Card Cross Spread

For  a  more  detailed  view,  the  five-card
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cross spread is a natural next step. Draw
five  cards  and  lay  them  out  in  a  cross
pattern.

Center: The core of the matter or the1.
main influence.
Left: The past or what is fading away.2.
Right: The future or what is3.
approaching.
Top: The conscious goal or what you4.
aspire to.
Bottom: The subconscious influence5.
or hidden factors.

This layout provides a richer narrative and
helps  uncover  deeper  patterns.  When
reading  playing  cards  for  fortune
telling in this spread, pay special attention
to the relationship between the center card
and the others.

The One-Card Daily Draw

One  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  learn
cartomancy  with  playing  cards  is
through  a  daily  practice.  Each  morning,
shuffle  the  deck  and  draw  a  single  card.
Meditate on its meaning for the day ahead.
In  the  evening,  reflect  on  how  that  card’s
energy manifested in your experiences. This
simple habit  builds a personal  connection
with  the  cards  and  sharpens  your



interpretive  skil ls  over  time.

How to Conduct a
Reading: A Step-by-Step
Guide

Successful  reading  playing  cards  for
fortune  telling  involves  more  than
memorizing meanings. It requires creating a
sacred  space,  focusing  your  intent,  and
trusting your intuition.  Follow these steps
for a clear and effective reading.

Prepare Your Space and Mind:1.
Find a quiet place where you will not
be disturbed. Take a few deep
breaths to center yourself. Some
practitioners like to light a candle or
hold the deck to their heart to
connect with their intuition.
Formulate a Clear Question: A2.
vague question yields a vague
answer. Instead of “What will happen
in my love life?” try “What energy do I
need to bring to my current
relationship for it to flourish?” The
clearer your question, the more
focused the reading will be.
Shuffle with Intent: Shuffle the3.
deck thoroughly while keeping your
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question in mind. Focus your energy
and intention into the cards. Shuffle
until you feel a natural impulse to
stop.
Cut the Deck (Optional): Some4.
readers cut the deck with their left
hand (the receiving hand) towards the
heart. You can also simply spread the
cards and choose them intuitively.
Lay Out the Cards: Place the cards5.
in your chosen spread pattern. Turn
them over one at a time, allowing
each card’s energy to register with
you before moving to the next.
Interpret the Cards: Begin with the6.
first card and move through the
spread in order. Consider the suit, the
number, the court card if applicable,
and the card’s position in the spread.
What story are the cards telling? How
do they relate to one another? Trust
your first impression.
Look for Patterns: Notice if one suit7.
dominates the reading. A
predominance of Hearts suggests
emotions are central, while many
Spades indicate challenges or
transformation. Repeating numbers
also carry weight; for example,
multiple Fours might emphasize a
need for stability.



Conclude and Reflect: Once you8.
have interpreted all the cards,
summarize


