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Around The World In 80 Days Chapter
7 Characters

The Enduring Allure of
the Around The World In
80 Days Balloon

The very phrase "Around the World in 80 Days"
conjures images of daring adventure, exotic
locales, and the relentless ticking of a clock. For
over a century, Jules Verne's classic 1873 novel
has fired the imaginations of readers, inviting

them to join the impeccably precise Phileas
Fogg and his loyal valet, Passepartout, on a race
against  t ime. While Verne's  story is  a
masterpiece of Victorian travelogue, describing
a journey that relies on a meticulous schedule of
steamships, trains, and even an elephant, one
single image has come to dominate the public's
perception of the tale: the hot air balloon. The
"Around the World in 80 Days balloon" has
become a powerful, enduring symbol of



adventure, escape, and the romantic notion of
drifting across continents. This article explores
the fascinating intersection of Verne's fiction,
the reality of ballooning, and the cultural legacy
that keeps this airborne icon afloat.

Jules Verne's Vision: The
Balloon That Never Was

A common misconception about Verne's novel is
that Phileas Fogg uses a hot air balloon for the
majority of his journey. In reality, the "Around
the World in 80 Days balloon" is a creation of
Hollywood and popular myth. Verne, a master of
scientific plausibility, knew that a balloon in the
1870s was a profoundly impractical vehicle for a
timed circumnavigation. A balloon is at the
mercy of the wind; you cannot steer it with

precision, and its altitude and direction are
dictated by weather patterns. Using one would
have been a gamble, not a calculated schedule.
Fogg, a man ruled by logic and a strict timetable,
would never have entrusted his journey to
something so unreliable.

The Actual Role of the Balloon in the
Book

The balloon appears only in a very specific and
dramatic section of the novel, when Fogg and his
companions are travelling across India. They
discover that the railway line is unfinished,
stranding them in the middle of the countryside.
To make up for lost time, Fogg purchases an
elephant and hires a local guide. The hot air
balloon is completely absent from the book's
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primary narrative. This deliberate choice by
Verne highlights his commitment to realism and
the technological constraints of the era. He was
more interested in the logistical puzzle of global
travel using existing commercial networks than
in fantastical flight.

How the Balloon Became
the Story's Icon

So, if the "Around the World in 80 Days
balloon" is a fiction within a fiction, how did it
become the definitive image of the story? The
answer lies in the power of cinema and visual
storytelling. Early filmmakers, particularly in the
silent era, recognized the spectacular visual
potential of a hot air balloon. It was a far more
cinematic image than a steam engine or a ship's

deck. The balloon offered a sense of freedom, a
bird's-eye view of the world, and a clear, visual
shorthand for an "adventure."

The 1956 Hollywood Spectacular

The most significant factor in cementing the
balloon's place in popular culture was the 1956
Academy Award-winning film starring David
Niven as Phileas Fogg. The movie's marketing
and its most memorable sequences heavily
featured a colourful, majestic balloon soaring
over stunning landscapes. This film adaptation
took significant liberties with Verne's plot,
introducing the balloon as a primary mode of
transport for the entire second half of the story.
The image was so powerful and so charming that
it overwrote the public's memory of the original
book. For millions of people, Phileas Fogg's



voyage is synonymous with that beautiful,
floating vessel.

This creative decision was a masterstroke of
cinematic branding. The "Around the World in
80 Days balloon" was no longer just a vehicle; it
became a character in its own right.  It
represented the spirit of the journey—the risk,
the beauty, and the serene suspension between
the known and the unknown. It also provided a
convenient narrative device, allowing the
characters to hop from one country to the next
with dramatic flair, skipping the boring parts of
sea travel.

Real-Life Adventures in

the "Around The World In
80 Days" Balloon
Tradition

The fictional journey has inspired countless real-
world explorers to attempt to fulfil the dream of
circling the globe by air. The symbolic challenge
of achieving what the "Around the World in 80
Days balloon" represents—a free, uninterrupted
flight around our planet—has driven some of the
most daring feats in aviation history.

The Breitling Orbiter: A Modern
Milestone

The most direct real-world parallel to the
fictional balloon journey is the story of the
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Breitling Orbiter. In March 1999, Swiss
psychiatrist Bertrand Piccard and British
balloonist Brian Jones achieved the first non-stop
circumnavigation of the Earth in a hot air
balloon. Their flight, which began in the Swiss
Alps and landed in Egypt, took exactly 19 days,
21 hours, and 55 minutes. While this is a far cry
from Fogg's fictional 80 days, it was a
monumental achievement in ballooning. The
success of the Breitling Orbiter 3 was a
testament to human endurance, cutting-edge
technology, and the enduring allure of Verne's
challenge. Piccard and Jones were modern-day
Phileas Foggs, using the wind as their engine and
the sky as their highway.

Steve Fossett and the Global Flyer

Another pioneer, Steve Fossett, took the

challenge a step further. In 2002, he became the
first person to fly a balloon solo around the
world. His balloon, the Spirit of Freedom, was a
sophisticated Rozière balloon (a hybrid of hot
air and gas). His journey was fraught with peril,
including technical problems and extreme
weather. Fossett's achievement was a personal
race against time and the elements, echoing the
solitary determination of Fogg himself. These
real-life heroes have shown that the dream of the
"Around the World in 80 Days balloon" is not
just a fantasy but a tangible, if incredibly
difficult, human goal.

The Science and



Technology of Global
Ballooning

The romantic image of a wicker basket floating
gently above the clouds belies the immense
technological challenge of a global balloon flight.
The dream of the "Around the World in 80 Days
balloon" has pushed engineers to develop
incredibly sophisticated aircraft.

Rozière Balloons: Modern global
circumnavigation attempts rely on the
Rozière design, which combines a sealed
gas cell (usually helium) for lift with a hot
air cone for altitude control. This hybrid
allows for long-duration flight by
conserving valuable lift gas.
Altitude Control: Balloonists cannot

steer, but they can change altitude to find
different wind currents. Global balloonists
must be expert meteorologists, using
satellite data and weather models to pick
the right "highway in the sky." Flying too
high means freezing temperatures and
oxygen deprivation; flying too low risks
descending into the ocean or over
mountains.
Pressurized Capsules: For modern
attempts like the Breitling Orbiter, pilots
live in a pressurized capsule that provides
a habitable environment at altitudes over
30,000 feet. This is a far cry from the
open wicker basket of popular
imagination.
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Cultural Legacy: Why the
Image Endures

The "Around the World in 80 Days balloon" has
transcended its role as a mere vehicle. It has
become a universal symbol for travel, discovery,
and the joy of slow travel. In a world of high-
speed jets and high-stress itineraries, the image
of a hot air balloon is a powerful counterpoint. It
represents a return to a more romantic,
contemplative way of seeing the world.

The Balloon in Modern Media

The image is heavily used in tourism marketing
for the book's settings (like India and Egypt). It
appears in steampunk art, children's books, and
even video games. The balloon is often used as a

logo or mascot for travel companies and
adventure challenges. It is a symbol that requires
no translation; everyone understands it as a sign
for a fantastic journey. This is the ultimate
legacy of the "Around the World in 80 Days
balloon." It is a truth universally acknowledged
that a story about adventure must involve a
balloon, even if the original story never did.

Planning Your Own
Fictional Balloon
Adventure

While you may not be able to circumnavigate
the globe in 80 days by balloon (at least, not
yet!), you can participate in the spirit of Fogg's
journey. Many places around the world offer



scenic hot air balloon rides that let you
experience the magic of drifting with the wind.

Luxor, Egypt: Float over the Valley of1.
the Kings at dawn, watching the sun
illuminate the ancient temples. This is a
scene straight out of the 1956 film.
Cappadocia, Turkey: Drift over the2.
"fairy chimney" rock formations. This is
perhaps the most famous balloon
destination in the world, offering a surreal
and unforgettable landscape.
The Serengeti, Tanzania: Experience a3.
silent safari with a dawn balloon ride over
the vast plains, watching herds of wildlife
from a privileged perspective.
Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA:4.
Home to the world's largest balloon
festival, you can take a ride over the Rio

Grande Valley surrounded by hundreds of
other balloons.
Bagan, Myanmar: Float over the5.
thousands of ancient pagodas at sunrise
for a view of one of the most spiritual
landscapes on Earth.

Taking a short balloon flight in one of these
iconic locations is the perfect way to connect
with the spirit of the fictional "Around the
World in 80 Days balloon," even if your journey
only lasts an hour.

Conclusion: The Balloon
as a Timeless Metaphor

The "Around the World in 80 Days balloon" is a
beautiful lie that tells a deeper truth. It may not
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be faithful to Jules Verne's original text, but it is
perfectly faithful to the spirit of the story. It is a
symbol of ambition, of the human desire to see
the whole world, and of the courage to lift off
from solid ground and trust the wind. Whether
you imagine Phileas Fogg standing serenely in
his basket, a modern explorer in a high-tech

capsule, or yourself drifting over a foreign
landscape, the image captures the essence of
adventure. It reminds us that the journey
itself—the quiet, unfolding view of the world
from above—is the greatest prize. The balloon
continues to fly, not through the skies of reality,
but  through the l imit less  skies  of our
imagination.


