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Understanding
the Landscape
of American
Federalism

American governance
is not solely the
domain of Washington,

D.C. In fact, the
policies that most
directly affect daily

life—from education
and transportation to
public safety and
health

regulations—are
crafted and
implemented at the
state and local levels.
For students, public
administrators, and

engaged citizens
seeking a deeper
grasp of this intricate
system, few resources
are as authoritative
and accessible as
Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition. This text
serves as a critical
guide through the
complex machinery of
subnational

government, offering a
fresh perspective on
the challenges and
innovations that define
governance across the

fifty states and
countless
municipalities.
Whether you are

preparing for a career
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in public service or
simply trying to
understand why your
local school board
meeting matters, this
edition provides the
foundational
knowledge and
analytical tools
necessary to navigate
the American federal
system.

What Is
Governing
States And
Localities 7th
Edition?

At its core, Governing
States And
Localities 7th
Edition is a
comprehensive
textbook that
examines the

structures, processes,
and politics of state

and local governments
in the United States.
Authored by Kevin B.
Smith and Alan
Greenblatt, this edition
continues a tradition
of blending rigorous
scholarship with
engaging, real-world
examples. The book is
designed to move
beyond dry
institutional

descriptions, instead
exploring how state
and local governments
actually operate in a
dynamic political
environment. The
seventh edition builds
upon the strengths of
its predecessors while
incorporating updated
data, recent policy
developments, and
contemporary case
studies that reflect the
rapidly shifting
landscape of American
federalism. It is a text
that treats state and
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as lesser partners to
the federal
government, but as
vital, innovative, and
often pioneering
forces in the American
political system.

Key Themes
and Coverage
in the Seventh
Edition

The Dynamic
Nature of
Federalism

One of the central
threads running
through Governing
States And
Localities 7th
Edition is the evolving
relationship between
national, state, and
local governments.
The text explores how

responsibility have
shifted over time,
particularly in
response to crises,
court rulings, and
political realignments.
Readers will gain a
nuanced

understanding of

concepts like
preemption,
devolution, and

intergovernmental
relations. The seventh
edition pays close
attention to recent

tensions, including
conflicts over
healthcare policy,

environmental
regulation, and
immigration
enforcement,
illustrating how states
have become
laboratories of
democracy or,
depending on one's
perspective,

battlegrounds for
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ideological conflict.
This examination of
federalism is not
abstract; it s
grounded in the real-
world decisions that
shape the distribution
of authority and
resources across the
nation.

Institutions and
Actors

The book provides a
thorough analysis of
the key institutional
players in state and
local governance.
Separate sections are
dedicated to
governors, state
legislatures, state
courts, and the
bureaucratic agencies
that implement policy.
The text examines the
powers and limitations
of each branch, the
dynamics of
executive-legislative

relations, and the role
of interest groups and
political parties at the
subnational level. For
local governments, the
book explores the
different  forms  of
municipal governance,
including mayor-
council systems,
council-manager
forms, and the unique
challenges facing
counties, school
districts, and special
districts. The seventh
edition emphasizes
that understanding
these institutions is
crucial for grasping
how policy is made
and how power is
exercised.

Fiscal Policy and
Budgeting

Money is the lifeblood
of governance, and
Governing States
And Localities 7th
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substantial attention
to the fiscal realities
facing states and

localities. The text
covers revenue
sources, including

sales taxes, income
taxes, property taxes,
and intergovernmental
transfers. It also
examines the
constraints under
which state and local
governments operate,
such as balanced
budget requirements
and debt limitations.
The seventh edition
addresses
contemporary  fiscal
challenges, including
the economic fallout
from the COVID-19
pandemic, pension
obligations,
infrastructure funding
gaps, and the politics
of tax cuts and
spending priorities.
Readers will come

understanding of why
state budgets are so
contentious and how
fiscal decisions
directly affect public
services and economic
development.

Key Policy Areas

The book delves into
several critical policy
domains where state
and local governments
play a dominant role.
Education policy is
explored in depth,
from K-12 funding and
school choice to the
governance of public
universities. The text
also examines criminal
justice and public
safety, including
policing, incarceration,
and sentencing
reforms that have
gained momentum in
recent years. Health
policy is another major
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focus, with attention
to Medicaid expansion,

public health
administration, and
the regulation of

healthcare providers.
Additionally, the book
covers transportation,
land use,
environmental
regulation, and social
welfare programs. In
each policy area, the
seventh edition
highlights variations
across states and
localities,
demonstrating how
different political
cultures and
institutional
arrangements produce
different outcomes.

What's New in
the 7th Edition?

Every new edition of a
textbook must
demonstrate its

relevance, and
Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition does so
through significant
updates. The seventh
edition includes
coverage of the most
pressing

contemporary issues
in state and local
governance. Readers
will find analysis of the
COVID-19 pandemic's

impact on state
budgets, public health
systems, and

intergovernmental
relations. The text also
addresses the wave of
criminal justice reform
efforts, including bail
reform,

decriminalization of
certain offenses, and
changes in policing
practices. Other new
topics include the
growth of renewable
energy mandates at
the state level, the
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voting rights and
election

administration, and
the role of states in

addressing climate
change. The book also
incorporates the
results of the 2020
census and its
implications  for
redistricting and

representation. These
updates ensure that
the seventh edition is
not merely a reprint
but a genuinely
current resource.

Who Should
Read This

Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition is primarily
designed as a
textbook for
undergraduate

local politics, public
administration, and
American government.
However, its audience
extends well beyond
the classroom.
Journalists covering
state capitols and city
halls will find the book
an invaluable
reference for
understanding the
institutional context of
their stories. Public
sector professionals,
from city managers to
legislative staffers,
can benefit from the
comprehensive

overview of best
practices and common
challenges. Even
engaged citizens who
want to understand
how their local
government works—or
why it sometimes does
not—will find the book
accessible and
enlightening. The
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authors have achieved
a rare balance: the
text is rigorous
enough for academic
use yet written in a
style that is clear,
engaging, and free of
unnecessary jargon. It
respects the
intelligence of its
readers without
assuming prior
expertise in the
subject matter.

How This Book
Enhances
Understanding
of State and
Local
Government

Bridging Theory
and Practice

One of the standout
features of Governing

States And
Localities 7th
Edition is its

commitment to
connecting theoretical
concepts with practical
realities. The text does

not simply define
terms like "home rule"
or "unfunded

mandate." It illustrates
these concepts with
concrete examples
drawn from actual
cities and states. A
chapter on local
government, for
instance, might
explain the theory of
municipal

incorporation while
also profiling a specific
town that recently
debated annexation.
This approach helps
readers see the
relevance of academic
concepts to the world
around them. The
book also includes
numerous “You
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present real-world
policy dilemmas,
challenging readers to
apply what they have
learned to complex
problems. This active
learning component
reinforces

understanding and
develops critical
thinking skills that are

essential for any
student of
government.
Comparative
Perspective

The book excels at
providing a
comparative

perspective across
states and localities.
Instead of treating all
states as uniform
entities, Governing
States And
Localities 7th
Edition highlights the
diversity of

arrangements,
political cultures, and
policy approaches that
exist across the
nation. Readers will
learn why some states
have strong governors
and weak legislatures
while others have the
opposite arrangement.
They will explore how
different tax structures
affect economic
competitiveness and
social equity. They will
compare how various
cities approach urban
planning,  affordable
housing, and public
transportation. This
comparative lens is
essential for
understanding that
there is no single
“right way" to govern
at the state and local
level. What works in
Texas may be
completely

inappropriate
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Vermont, and the book
helps readers
understand why.

Emphasis on
Current Events

While the seventh
edition is grounded in
established
scholarship, it is
remarkably current.
The authors have
integrated recent
developments
seamlessly into the
text, ensuring that
readers are not simply
learning about history
but about the living,
breathing reality of
state and local
governance. The book
discusses the 2020
election controversies,
the role of states in
administering federal
relief funds, and the
ongoing debates over
social justice and
policing. By

connecting academic
content to current
events, Governing
States And
Localities 7th
Edition makes the
material feel urgent
and relevant. Students
who read this book will
be better equipped to
understand the news
they see every day
and to participate
meaningfully in public
discourse.

Pedagogical
Features That
Support
Learning

The seventh edition is
rich with pedagogical
tools designed to
enhance

comprehension and
retention. Each
chapter opens with a
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objectives that
preview the key
concepts to be
covered. Throughout
the text, "Key Terms"
are highlighted and
defined, building a
vocabulary essential
for understanding
state and local politics.
"Figures and Tables"

present data in
visually accessible
formats, making

complex information
easier to digest. The
"Summary" sections at
the end of each
chapter reinforce main
points, while
"Discussion Questions"
encourage critical
reflection and
classroom

engagement. For
instructors, the book
comes with a
comprehensive suite
of supplemental
materials, including

slides, and online
resources. These
features make

Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition not just a

textbook but a
complete learning
system.

Why This
Edition Matters
Now

In an era of intense
political polarization
and rapid policy
change, understanding
state and local
government has never
been more important.
As the federal
government has often
gridlocked, states and
localities have stepped
into the breach,
addressing issues from
climate change to
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healthcare access to
voting rights.
Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition provides the
intellectual framework
needed to make sense
of these
developments. It
equips readers to
analyze why some
states are expanding
Medicaid while others
are not, why some
cities are defunding
police while others are
increasing budgets,
and why some states
are making it easier to
vote while others are
tightening restrictions.
This edition recognizes
that state and local
governments are not
merely administrative
units but crucial
arenas of political
contestation and
policy innovation.

Conclusion

Governing States
And Localities 7th
Edition stands as a
definitive resource for
anyone seeking to
understand the vital
but often overlooked
layers of American
government. Through
its comprehensive
coverage, engaging
writing, and timely
updates, the book
illuminates how states
and localities shape
our lives in profound
ways. It empowers
readers to move
beyond a Washington-
centric view of politics
and to appreciate the
complexity, diversity,
and dynamism of
subnational

governance. Whether
you are a student
beginning your study
of American politics, a
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navigating the
intricacies of public
administration, or a
citizen striving to be
more informed, this
seventh edition offers
the knowledge and
perspective you need.

uncertainty,
understanding the
governing institutions
closest to the people is
not just an academic
exercise—it is an
essential act of civic
literacy.
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