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After The Flood By
Bill Cooper

After The Flood By Bill
Cooper: A Deep Dive Into
Biblical History and the
Birth of Nations

Few  books  in  the  realm  of  alternative
historical  studies  have  generated  as  much
intrigue and debate as After The Flood By
Bill Cooper. Published in the mid-1990s, this
work  attempts  to  bridge  the  gap  between
biblical  genealogy,  ancient  mythology,  and
the historical records of early European and
Middle  Eastern  civilizations.  For  readers
seeking a unified narrative that connects the
Old Testament patriarchs with the founding
lineages  of  ancient  Britons,  Scythians,  and
other  peoples,  Cooper’s  book  offers  a
provocative  and  meticulously  detailed
framework. In this article, we will explore the
core arguments of After The Flood By Bill
Cooper ,  examine  i t s  sources  and
methodology,  discuss  its  impact  on biblical



historiography,  and  consider  the  criticisms
that  have been leveled against  it.  Whether
you  are  a  student  of  ancient  history,  a
theology enthusiast, or simply curious about
alternative  interpretations  of  the  post-
diluvian world, this comprehensive overview
w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  a  t h o r o u g h
understanding of Cooper’s seminal work.

Who Was Bill Cooper? A
Brief Background of the
Author

Before diving into the content of After The
Flood  By  Bill  Cooper,  it  is  helpful  to
understand  the  man  behind  the  book.  Bill
Cooper  was  an  American  author  and
researcher  best  known  for  his  work  in
conspiracy theory and alternative history. He
gained widespread recognition for his earlier
book, Behold a Pale Horse,  which explored
topics ranging from UFO cover-ups to secret
societies  and  government  deception.
Cooper’s research style was characterized by
a  wi l l ingness  to  connect  d isparate
sources—from  ancient  texts  to  modern
declassified  documents—into  a  single
cohesive  narrative.

With After The Flood By Bill Cooper, he
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turned his  attention to  ancient  history and
theology,  aiming  to  trace  the  genealogical
lines of Noah’s descendants as they spread
across  the  globe  after  the  great  deluge.
Cooper  drew  heavily  from  the  Bible,  the
works  of  early  Church  historians  like
Eusebius,  and ancient  annals  from Ireland,
Britain,  and  Scandinavia.  His  goal  was  to
demonstrate  that  the  biblical  account  of
human  origins  was  not  only  historically
accurate but  could also be reconciled with
the  king  l ists  and  founding  myths  of
European  civilizations.

Core Thesis of After The
Flood By Bill Cooper

At  its  heart,  After  The  Flood  By  Bill
Cooper argues that the genealogies recorded
in Genesis Chapter 10, often called the Table
o f  Nat ions ,  p rov ide  a  f ac tua l  and
chronological framework for the peopling of
the  Earth  after  Noah’s  Flood.  Cooper
contends  that  the  descendants  of  Noah’s
three sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—can be
traced through ancient historical records to
specific  tribes,  kingdoms,  and  nations  that
existed in Europe, Asia, and Africa.

Cooper’s central thesis rests on the idea that



the  biblical  patriarchs  were  not  merely
symbolic  or  theological  figures  but  real
historical  individuals  whose names and life
spans  have  been  preserved,  albeit  in
corrupted or fragmented forms, in the annals
of pagan cultures. For example, he identifies
the biblical figure Magog (a son of Japheth)
as the progenitor of the Scythians and later
the Gaelic peoples of Ireland and Scotland.
Similarly, he links Gomer to the Cimmerians
and Javan to the Ionian Greeks. By doing so,
After The Flood By Bill Cooper attempts to
create a continuous historical line from Noah
to the medieval kings of Europe.

The Genetic Bottleneck and the
Spread of Civilization

One of the key concepts in After The Flood
By  Bill  Cooper  is  the  idea  of  a  genetic
bottleneck.  Cooper  argues  that  all  of
humanity  descended  from  a  s ingle
family—Noah and his wife, along with their
three sons and their wives—meaning that the
entire population of  the ancient  world was
closely  related.  From this  small  gene pool,
Cooper  explains  how  distinct  racial  and
ethnic  groups  emerged  over  time  through
geographic  isolation,  dietary  changes,  and
climatic adaptation.
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Cooper  uses  this  bottleneck  to  address  a
common  criticism  of  the  biblical  flood
narrative:  how  could  so  many  distinct
cultures and languages arise in such a short
period? He suggests  that  the dispersion at
the Tower of Babel was a real historical event
that  caused  a  sudden  fragmentation  of
language  and  culture,  accelerating  the
formation  of  separate  nations.  After  The
Flood  By  Bill  Cooper  then  traces  the
migration  patterns  of  each  tribal  group,
relying on ancient place names, etymologies,
and king lists to map their movements.

Sources and Methodology:
What Makes This Book
Unique?

What sets After The Flood By Bill Cooper
apart  from  many  other  works  of  biblical
chronology  is  the  diversity  of  sources  he
employs. Cooper does not rely solely on the
Bible; he also draws extensively from:

The Annals of the Four Masters – A
medieval Irish chronicle that records
the genealogies of early Gaelic kings.
The Lebor Gabála Érenn (The Book of
Invasions) – A pseudo-historical account
of the settlement of Ireland.



The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle – For
tracing the lineages of early British
kings.
The works of Eusebius of Caesarea –
Particularly his Chronicle, which
synchronizes biblical and pagan
histories.
The writings of Josephus – The first-
century Jewish historian who linked
biblical figures to the nations of his
time.
Snorri Sturluson’s Prose Edda – To
connect Norse mythology with the
descendants of Japheth.

By  cross-referencing  these  texts,  Cooper
believed he could demonstrate that the same
historical  figures  appear  under  different
names across various cultures. For instance,
he argues that the Norse god Odin is actually
a  deified  version  of  the  biblical  patriarch
Japhth  (Japheth),  and  that  the  Irish  hero
Partholón  is  derived  from  Bartholomew,  a
descendant  of  Japheth.  While  these  claims
are  highly  speculative,  they  are  presented
with  enough  detail  and  source  citation  to
create a compelling narrative.

The Table of Nations as a



After The Flood By Bill Cooper

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by
Johnson & Lilian • Every book is a new adventure. •

Page 7

Historical Document

A significant portion of After The Flood By
Bill  Cooper  is  dedicated  to  a  line-by-line
analysis of Genesis Chapter 10. Cooper treats
this  chapter  as  a  literal  historical  record,
arguing that the names listed are not tribal
eponyms but actual individuals. He calculates
the life  spans  of  the  patriarchs  and aligns
them with the king lists of Sumer, Egypt, and
Greece to create a unified chronology.

For example, Cooper identifies Nimrod, the
mighty hunter mentioned in Genesis, with the
Mesopotamian  king  Gilgamesh  and  the
Egyptian  god  Osiris.  He  suggests  that
Nimrod’s  rebellion  at  Babel  led  to  the
scattering  of  the  nations  and  that  his
influence can be seen in the mythologies of
many ancient cultures. This kind of syncretic
identification  is  a  hallmark  of  After  The
Flood By Bill Cooper, and it is what makes
the book both fascinating and controversial.

The European Connection:
Tracing the Descendants of
Japheth

One of the most detailed sections of  After
The  Flood  By  Bill  Cooper  concerns  the



lineage  of  Japheth,  the  son  of  Noah  from
whom  European  peoples  are  traditionally
believed to  have descended.  Cooper  traces
Japheth’s seven sons—Gomer, Magog, Madai,
Javan,  Tubal,  Meshech,  and  Tiras—through
the ancient world, arguing that they are the
forefathers  of  the  Celts,  Slavs,  Goths,
Scythians,  and  other  Indo-European  groups.

In  particular,  Cooper  focuses  on  the
connection between Magog and the ancient
Scythians,  whom  he  identifies  as  the
ancestors of the Irish and the Scots. He uses
the  Lebor  Gabála  Érenn  to  show how the
Gaelic  people  trace  their  lineage  back  to
Magog through a series of named patriarchs.
Similarly,  he  follows  the  line  of  Gomer
through the Cimmerians to the Welsh and the
Bretons.

After The Flood By Bill Cooper also delves
into the history of the Britons, claiming that
the British royal line can be traced back to
Brutus  of  Troy,  who Cooper  argues  was  a
descendant of Japheth. While this connection
relies  heavily  on  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth’s
History  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  which  is
widely regarded by mainstream historians as
legendary,  Cooper  treats  it  as  a  genuine
historical  record  that  has  been  dismissed
unfairly by secular scholarship.



After The Flood By Bill Cooper

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by
Johnson & Lilian • Every book is a new adventure. •

Page 9

Criticisms and
Controversies Surrounding
the Book

While After The Flood By Bill Cooper has a
dedicated  following  among  young  Earth
creationists and biblical literalists, it has also
attracted  substantial  criticism.  Mainstream
historians,  archaeologists,  and  biblical
scholars have pointed out several issues with
Cooper’s methodology and conclusions.

Historical Accuracy and Source
Reliability

One of the primary criticisms is that Cooper
relies heavily on sources that are themselves
legendary or mythological. The Lebor Gabála
Érenn  and  the  works  of  Geoffrey  of
Monmouth  are  not  considered  reliable
historical  documents  by  the  academic
community. They were written centuries after
the  events  they  describe  and  contain
numerous  anachronisms,  supernatural
elements,  and  polit ically  motivated
fabrications.  By  treating  these  sources  as
literal  history,  After  The  Flood  By  Bill
Cooper  builds  on  a  foundation  that  many
scholars consider unsound.



Etymological and Linguistic Issues

Another area of  criticism involves Cooper’s
use of etymology. He often connects names
across different languages based on phonetic
similarities,  but  linguists  argue  that  such
connections  require  rigorous  adherence  to
known sound  shifts  and  language  families.
Cooper’s method of linking, for example, the
name  “Magog”  to  “Gog”  and  then  to  the
Scythians and the Irish, is seen as speculative
and lacking in systematic linguistic evidence.
Critics argue that After The Flood By Bill
Cooper  engages in what is known as “folk
etymology,” where words are linked based on
superficial resemblance rather than historical
linguistic principles.

Theological Concerns

From  a  theological  perspective,  some
conservative  Christian  scholars  have
expressed  reservations  about  Cooper’s
willingness to integrate pagan mythology so
directly into biblical history. While Cooper’s
intention is to vindicate the Bible, his method
of equating biblical figures with pagan gods
can  be  seen  as  syncretic  and  potentially
confusing  for  readers  who hold  to  a  more
traditional  understanding  of  Scripture.
Furthermore, his reliance on the Septuagint
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over  the  Masoretic  Text  for  chronological
calculations has been debated among biblical
chronologists.

The Enduring Appeal of
After The Flood By Bill
Cooper

Despite these criticisms, After The Flood By
Bill  Cooper  continues  to  be  read  and
discussed, particularly within the creationist
and  biblical  apologetics  communities.  Why
does this book remain popular more than two
decades after its initial publication?

First, Cooper offers a unified narrative that
makes sense of a vast amount of historical
and mythological data. For readers who are
looking for a single story that explains the
origins of civilization, After The Flood By
Bill  Cooper  provides  a  satisfying  and
coherent answer. It presents a world where
the  Bible  is  not  just  spiritually  true  but
historically  accurate  in  every  detail,  and
where the myths of other cultures are seen as
corrupted memories of actual events.

Second, the book is written in an accessible
style  that  does  not  require  specialized
knowledge of  ancient  languages or history.



Cooper presents complex genealogical  data
in  a  way  that  is  easy  to  follow,  and  he
frequently summarizes his arguments to keep
the reader on track. This makes After The
Flood  By  Bill  Cooper  an  excellent  entry
point for anyone new to the study of biblical
genealogy and alternative history.

Finally,  the  book  appeals  to  a  sense  of
identity  for  readers  who  are  interested  in
European  heritage  and  the  history  of  the
British Isles. By tracing modern nations back
to the patriarchs, Cooper gives his readers a
sense of connection to the ancient world and
a  place  within  the  grand  narrative  of
Scripture.

Key Themes and Takeaways
from After The Flood

To  better  understand  the  content  and
significance  of  After  The  Flood  By  Bill
Cooper, it is helpful to summarize its main
themes:

The unity of humanity – All people are
descended from Noah, and the racial
and cultural differences we see today
are the result of relatively recent
divergence after the Flood.
The historicity of the Bible – Cooper
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argues that the early chapters of
Genesis are not myth but accurate
historical records that can be
corroborated by external sources.
The connection between the Bible
and European history – The book
seeks to show that the people of the
British Isles, Scandinavia, and other
parts of Europe have a


