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List Of John Keats Poems

Introduction to John
Keats and His Poetic
Legacy

John Keats  (1795–1821)  remains  one of
the most beloved and influential figures in
English  Romantic  poetry.  Despite  his
t rag ica l ly  shor t  l i fe—he  d ied  o f
tuberculosis at just 25—Keats produced a
body of work that has enchanted readers
for  two  centur ies.  His  poems  are
celebrated for their rich sensory imagery,
pro found  emot iona l  depth ,  and
philosophical  meditations  on  beauty,
mortality,  and  the  nature  of  art.  For
students,  scholars,  and  poetry  lovers
alike, a list of John Keats poems serves
as a gateway into his luminous world. This
article  provides  a  comprehensive,
naturally flowing guide to his major works,
organized  by  poetic  form  and  theme,
while  exploring  the  contexts  that  make
them timeless masterpieces.

Whether you are exploring Keats for the
first  time  or  seeking  to  deepen  your
understanding of  his  canon,  this  list of
John Keats poems will help you navigate
his finest creations. From the soaring odes
to  the  intimate  sonnets,  each  poem
reflects  Keats’s  belief  that  "Beauty  is
truth,  truth  beauty"—a  sentiment  that
underpins his entire artistic vision.

The Major Odes: Keats’s

Greatest Achievements

Keats’s odes, written during a miraculous
burst of creativity in 1819, are considered
the  pinnacle  of  his  work.  These  five
poems—often  referred  to  as  the  Great
Odes—explore themes of transience, art,
nature, and melancholy. Below is a list of
John  Keats  poems  that  form  this
celebrated  sequence.

Ode on a Grecian Urn

Perhaps Keats’s most famous poem, Ode
on a Grecian Urn contemplates the eternal
beauty captured on an ancient vase. The
speaker  marvels  at  scenes  of  lovers,
musicians,  and  rituals  frozen  in  time,
concluding  that  "Beauty  is  truth,  truth
beauty."  This  meditation  on  art’s
permanence  versus  human  mortality
remains  a  cornerstone  of  Romantic
literature.

Ode to a Nightingale

Written in the spring of 1819, Ode to a
Nightingale  contrasts  the  fleeting  pain  of
human existence with the timeless song
of a nightingale. Keats’s lush descriptions
of  "drowsy  numbness"  and  the  "full-
throated ease" of the bird’s song create a
p ro found  sense  o f  l ong ing  and
resignation.  The  poem  quietly  wrestles
with the desire for escape into an eternal,
natural world.

Ode on Melancholy

This  short  but  potent  ode  advises  the



reader  not  to  flee  from  sorrow  but  to
embrace it, for melancholy is inextricably
linked with beauty and joy. Keats writes
that "she dwells with Beauty—Beauty that
must  die,"  a  reminder  that  sadness
enriches our experience of the world. It is
a deeply philosophical work that rewards
repeated readings.

Ode to Psyche

Less frequently anthologized but equally
sublime,  Ode  to  Psyche  honors  the
neglected  goddess  of  the  soul.  Keats
imagines  himself  as  Psyche’s  priest,
building a temple for her within his own
mind. The poem celebrates the power of
imagination  and  the  inner  world,
showcas ing  Keats ’ s  innovat ive
mythological  sensibil ity.

To Autumn

Often  regarded  as  the  most  perfect  of
Keats’s  odes,  To  Autumn  captures  the
season  in  all  its  ripe,  drowsy  beauty.
Written  in  September  1819,  the  poem
moves from the abundance of harvest to
the quiet music of autumn’s final days. Its
serene acceptance of change and death
makes it a profoundly moving conclusion
to the ode sequence.

Sonnets: Small
Masterpieces of
Compression

Keats was a master of the sonnet form,
craft ing  both  Shakespearean  and
Petrarchan  varieties.  His  sonnets  are
intensely  personal,  often  written  in
moments of inspiration or despair. Here is
a list of John Keats poems  in sonnet
form that demand attention.

On First Looking into
Chapman’s Homer

Written  in  1816,  this  sonnet  recounts
Keats’s  awe  upon  reading  George
Chapman’s  translation  of  Homer.  The
famous simile of a "watcher of the skies"
discovering  a  new  planet  captures  the
thrill of literary discovery. It remains one
of the most quoted sonnets in English.

Bright Star, Would I Were
Steadfast as Thou Art

Believed  to  be  Keats’s  final  poem,  Bright
Star  expresses  a  longing  for  constancy
amid  fleeting  joy.  The  speaker  wishes  to
be as steadfast as a star, but not in cold
isolation—rather, to be "pillow'd upon my
fair love's ripening breast." The sonnet is
both a  love poem and a  meditation on
mortality.

When I Have Fears That I May
Cease to Be

Haunted by  his  own early  death,  Keats
wrote this sonnet in 1818, listing his fears:
that  he  will  die  before  fulfilling  his  poetic
potential,  before  experiencing  love,  and
before his fame can grow. The poem’s raw
emotion  and  philosophical  depth  have
made it a favorite among readers.

To Sleep

A  sonnet  that  personifies  sleep  as  a
gentle, healing force, To Sleep uses rich
sensory imagery to evoke the transition
from wakefulness to rest. Keats prays for
"soft  embalmer of  the still  midnight"  to
save him from tormented thoughts. It is a
beautiful  example  of  his  ability  to  find
solace  in  natural  rhythms.



List Of John Keats Poems

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Ari & Deacon • Knowledge is power. • Page 3

Narrative Poems: Longer
Works of Imagination

Beyond the odes and sonnets, Keats wrote
several  ambitious  narrative  poems  that
showcase  his  storytelling  talent.  These
longer works are essential in any list of
John Keats poems  for their lush detail
and mythological richness.

Endymion

Keats’s  first  major  poem,  Endymion
(1818),  tells  the  story  of  a  shepherd-
prince  who falls  in  love  with  the  moon
goddess  Cynthia.  The  poem’s  famous
opening line—"A thing of beauty is a joy
forever"—has become a proverb. Though
crit icized  for  its  youthful  excess,
Endymion remains a testament to Keats’s
ambition and lyrical power.

The Eve of St. Agnes

One of  Keats’s  most  popular  narratives,
The Eve of St. Agnes (1820) is a medieval
romance  filled  with  sensuous  detail.  The
poem follows Madeline, a young woman
who follows a ritual to dream of her future
lover, and Porphyro, who secretly enters
her  chamber.  The  atmosphere  is  thick
with  color,  texture,  and  erotic  tension,
making  it  a  masterpiece  of  Romantic
storytelling.

Hyperion and The Fall of
Hyperion

Keats attempted an epic poem about the
fall  of  the  Titans  and  the  rise  of  the
Olympian  gods.  Hyperion  (unfinished)  is
written in Miltonic blank verse, while The
Fall of Hyperion is a dream-vision revision.
Both fragments contain some of Keats’s
most majestic writing, exploring themes of
suffering,  change,  and  the  burden  of

artistic  vision.

Lamia

Based  on  a  Greek  myth,  Lamia  (1820)
tells  the story of  a  serpent-woman who
transforms  into  a  beautiful  maiden  and
marries a young man. Their happiness is
destroyed by a philosopher who reveals
her true nature. The poem is a powerful
exploration  of  illusion  versus  reality,
reason  versus  imagination—a  conflict
central  to  Keats’s  art.

Other Notable Poems
and Shorter Works

A complete list of John Keats poems
would include many shorter lyrics, ballads,
and  occasional  pieces  that  reveal  his
range. Here are a few significant ones.

La Belle Dame sans Merci

This  haunting  ballad,  written  in  1819,
recounts  a  knight’s  encounter  with  a
beautiful, mysterious lady who leaves him
"alone and palely loitering." The poem’s
eerie simplicity and medieval atmosphere
have inspired countless interpretations. It
remains one of Keats’s most anthologized
works.

Ode to Indolence (also known
as Ode on Indolence)

Though  often  grouped  with  the  Great
Odes,  this  poem  is  less  frequently
reprinted. It describes a lazy afternoon in
which  the  speaker  is  visited  by  three
figures—Love,  Ambition,  and  Poesy—but
he  rejects  them  all .  The  poem  is  a
fascinating  meditation  on  creativity,
idleness,  and  the  cost  of  artistic  labor.



To One Who Has Been Long in
City Pent

A  sonnet  celebrating  the  restorative
power  of  nature,  this  poem  contrasts
urban  confinement  with  the  freedom  of
the countryside. It is a perfect example of
Keats’s belief  in the healing qualities of
natural beauty.

Fancy

In this lighter lyric, Keats celebrates the
imagination’s  ability  to  conjure  joy  and
escape from sorrow. The poem’s playful
tone  and  rapid  rhythms  make  it  a
charming  addit ion  to  his  oeuvre,
showcasing  a  different  side  of  his  poetic
persona.

Themes That Unite
Keats’s Poetry

While  a  list  of  John  Keats  poems
reveals  variety  in  form  and  subject,
certa in  themes  recur.  Keats  was
preoccupied with the fleeting nature of life
and beauty—a tension between pleasure
and  pain.  His  concept  of  "negative
capability,"  the  ability  to  remain  in
uncertainty  without  reaching  for  facts,
permeates his work. Additionally, he often
explored the relationship between the real
and the ideal, especially through art (the
Grecian urn) and nature (the nightingale).

Another  key  theme  is  the  power  of
imaginative  escape.  Many  of  Keats’s
poems begin with a sense of weariness or
sorrow,  then  move  toward  a  visionary
experience  that  offers  temporary
transcendence.  Yet  he  never  fully
abandons  the  world  of  suffering;  instead,
he  embraces  it  as  part  of  a  larger,

bittersweet truth.

Legacy and Influence of
John Keats

Though  Keats  died  believing  himself  a
failure,  his  posthumous  influence  is
immeasurable.  The  list  of  John Keats
poems above represents only a fraction
of his output, but it captures the essence
of  his  genius.  Victorian  poets  l ike
Tennyson  and  the  Pre-Raphaelites
admired  his  sensuous  language,  while
modernists  like  T.S.  Eliot  acknowledged
his  technical  mastery.  Today,  Keats
remains  a  touchstone  for  poets  and
readers  seeking  beauty  in  the  face  of
inevitable loss.

His  letters,  as  well  as  his  poems,  are
studied  for  their  insights  into  creativity
and  the  human  condition.  The  John
Keats–Shelley  Memorial  House  in  Rome
and countless academic conferences keep
his  memory  alive.  For  anyone  making
their own list of John Keats poems, the
journey is one of continual discovery: each
reading reveals new layers of meaning.

Conclusion

Exploring a list of John Keats poems is
to  step  into  a  world  where  every  leaf,
every note of song, every carved figure on
an urn speaks of eternal truths. From the
transcendent odes to the intimate sonnets
and the sweeping narratives, Keats’s work
remains as fresh and urgent as the day it
was written. His poetry reminds us that
beauty ,  even  when  t i nged  w i th
melancholy,  offers  a  kind  of  immortality.
Whether  you are a student  compiling a
study list or a reader seeking solace, the
poems of John Keats await—each one a
"joy forever."


