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How To Use Itunes
Card

Unlocking the Full Potential of
Your Apple Gift Card

Receiving an App Store & iTunes gift card—often still
called an iTunes card—is like holding a key to a vast
digital ecosystem. Whether it was a birthday present, a
holiday gift, or a reward, these cards offer access to
millions of songs, thousands of apps, movies, TV shows,
books, and subscriptions. However, many people aren't
entirely sure how to use an iTunes card beyond the basic
idea of "spending it on music." This comprehensive guide
will walk you through everything you need to know, from
the initial redemption to advanced tips for managing your
balance. We'll ensure that by the end, you'll be able to use
your card efficiently and avoid common pitfalls.

Understanding how to use an iTunes card correctly is
essential because the balance is tied directly to your Apple
ID. It's not a physical credit card that you swipe; it's digital
currency that adds to your Apple account. This means you
can use the funds across multiple devices and services, as
long as you are signed in with the same Apple ID. Let's
dive into the step-by-step process and explore all the
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What Exactly is an iTunes
Card?

First, it's important to clarify what we mean by an "iTunes
card." While the branding has evolved over the years, the
term generally refers to the App Store & iTunes gift cards
sold by Apple and authorized retailers. These cards come
in two main forms: a physical plastic card with a scratch-
off code on the back, and a digital code delivered via
email. Both work identically once redeemed.

The card can be used to purchase any digital content sold
by Apple, including:

e Music and Podcasts: Songs and albums from the
iTunes Store.

e Movies and TV Shows: Rentals or purchases of
digital video content.

¢ Apps and Games: Paid applications, in-app
purchases, and game coins.

¢ Books and Audiobooks: Titles from the Apple
Books store.

o Subscriptions: Apple Music, Apple TV+, Apple
Arcade, iCloud+ storage, and more.

¢ iTunes U and Podcasts Subscriptions: Premium
educational content and ad-free podcast
subscriptions.

It is also worth noting that these cards are typically region-
locked. A card purchased in the United States can
generally only be redeemed on a US Apple ID. This is a
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crucial point Tor international users or travelers.

Step-by-Step Guide: How to
Redeem Your iTunes Card

Redeeming your card is the first and most important step.
Once the funds are added to your Apple ID balance, you

can start spending immediately. Here is how to do it on

different devices.

Redeeming on an iPhone or iPad

This is the most common method for most users. Follow

these steps:

1.
2.

Open the App Store app on your iPhone or iPad.
Tap your profile icon or picture in the top right
corner of the screen.

From the menu that appears, tap '""Redeem Gift
Card or Code."

You will see two options: you can use the camera to
scan the code on the back of the card, or you can
tap "Enter Code Manually" to type the
alphanumeric code.

. If using the camera, hold the card so the code is

visible in the frame. The device will automatically
recognize it. If entering manually, carefully type the
code exactly as shown.

Tap ""Redeem' in the top right corner.

The amount will be added to your Apple ID balance
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For digital codes received via email, simply copy the code
and paste it into the manual entry field. This method is
quick and avoids any risk of typing errors.

Redeeming on a Mac or PC

You can also redeem your card using a computer, which is
useful if you don't have your mobile device handy.

1. On your Mac, open the App Store app. On a
Windows PC, open iTunes (if you are using an
older version of macOS or Windows).

2. Click on your name or the sign-in button, located at
the bottom of the sidebar (Mac) or near the top
right (iTunes for Windows).

3. From the menu, choose ""Redeem Gift Card."

4. Enter the code manually. On macOS Ventura or
later, you may also have the option to use the
camera on your Mac to scan the code.

5. Click "Redeem' and the balance will be added to
your account.

Redeeming on an Apple TV

Apple TV users can also redeem cards directly from the
comfort of their living room.

1. Open the App Store on your Apple TV.

2. Navigate to the top menu and select "'Search'' or
"Purchased."

3. Select "Redeem."

4. You can either enter the code manually using the
Siri Remote or, depending on your Apple TV
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model, use the camera on your 1Fhone to scan 1t by

following the on-screen instructions (handoff
feature).
5. Confirm the redemption.

Using Your iTunes Card
Balance for Purchases

After redemption, your balance appears as "Store Credit"
in your Apple ID account. It will automatically be used as
the first payment method for any eligible digital purchase.
You don't need to select it manually; Apple's system
prioritizes store credit before charging a credit card or
PayPal.

Here is how the process typically works when you want to
buy something:

¢ Buying a song or album: Search for the music in
the iTunes Store or Apple Music app. Tap the price
button next to the song or album. A popup will
confirm the purchase. If you have enough balance,
it will say "Buy" and show your available credit. If
not, it will show the remaining balance to be
charged to your linked payment method.

¢ Renting or buying a movie: Navigate to the Apple
TV app, find the movie you want, and choose either
"Rent" or "Buy." The price will be deducted from
your balance first.

e Paying for an app or in-app purchase: Download
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be used to cover the cost. For subscriptions within
apps (like a premium tier in a fitness app), the
recurring charge will also try to use your Apple ID
balance first.

One of the best features of the iTunes gift card is that it
enables purchases without requiring a credit card. This is
particularly useful for younger users, people without credit
cards, or those who prefer to budget their spending. You
can simply load a fixed amount onto your account and
spend only that.

Managing Subscriptions with
Your iTunes Balance

Your iTunes card balance is also a valid payment source
for many Apple subscriptions. This includes popular
services like Apple Music, Apple TV+, Apple Arcade,
and iCloud+. If you have enough balance to cover the
recurring monthly or annual fee, Apple will automatically
deduct it from your credit.

To check or change your subscription payment method:

1. Open Settings on your iPhone or iPad.

2. Tap your name at the top, then tap
""Subscriptions."

3. Select the subscription you want to review. You can
see the next charge date.

4. While you cannot directly force a subscription to
use only your balance, the system will always use
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store credit first betore any other payment method.

As long as your balance is sufficient on the renewal
date, you are good.

This is a smart way to pay for services without touching
your bank account. For example, you can purchase a $50
iTunes card and use it to pay for several months of Apple
Music or to cover your iCloud storage plan.

Gifting and Sharing Your
iTunes Balance

Can you share your iTunes credit with a family member or
friend? The answer is nuanced. You cannot directly
transfer a balance from one Apple ID to another.
However, Apple provides a workaround through the
Family Sharing feature.

If you are the organizer of a Family Sharing group, you
can choose to share your iTunes Store credit with your
family members. When this option is turned on, everyone
in the group can use the organizer's account balance for
their own purchases. To enable this:

Open Settings on your iPhone or iPad.

Tap your name, then tap "'Family Sharing."

Tap ''Purchase Sharing."

Turn on "'Share Purchases." When this is active,
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family members can make purchases using your
iTunes balance, and they will all be billed to your

account
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Note that this means you are responsible for all family
purchases. If you prefer not to do this, the only alternative
is to directly purchase a new iTunes gift card for the other
person.

Advanced Tips for Managing
Your iTunes Card Balance

To get the most out of your iTunes card, consider these
best practices:

e Check your balance regularly: You can view your
current Apple ID balance in the App Store or
iTunes Store. On iPhone, go to the App Store, tap
your profile, and scroll down to see "Apple ID
Balance." This helps you plan future purchases.

e Avoid letting a small balance go to waste: If you
have a small remaining balance, like $0.50, it might
not be enough for a single song. However, Apple
allows you to combine your balance with another
payment method. So you can buy a $1.29 song by
using $0.50 of store credit and paying the remaining
$0.79 with a credit card.

o Beware of scams: There is no legitimate reason for
a stranger to ask you to redeem a card and send
them the code. Never share your code or your
Apple ID password with anyone. Only redeem
codes you purchased yourself or received as a
genuine gift.

e Use for Apple Hardware Payments (limited):
You cannot use an iTunes card to buy a physical
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1Fhone or Macbook. However, you can use 1t to pay

for AppleCare+ plans that are purchased directly
through your device's settings in some regions.

¢ Consider buying discounted cards: Retail stores
like Costco, Target, or online platforms often sell
iTunes cards at a discount (e.g., a $100 card for
$90). This is an easy way to save money on all your
future digital purchases.

Troubleshooting Common
Issues

Even with a straightforward process, you might encounter
a few hiccups. Here are solutions to the most common
problems:

¢ Error saying the code is invalid or already used:
Double-check that you typed it correctly. Codes are
case-sensitive. If you scratched the card too hard
and damaged the code, contact Apple Support. For
digital codes, ensure you copied the entire string
without extra spaces.

¢ Region mismatch:
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