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Introduction

For over two decades, the mischievous
antics of Horrid Henry have delighted
children and amused parents across the
globe. Created by the talented author
Francesca Simon and brought to life
through the expressive illustrations of
Tony Ross, the Horrid Henry series has
become a staple of children’s literature.
Among the many treasured releases in
the franchise, the Horrid Henry Annual
2018 holds a special place for fans who
love interactive fun, engaging stories, and
classic Henry-style chaos. This annual is
not just another book; it is a vibrant
collection of games, puzzles, comic strips,
and exclusive content that captures the
essence of the beloved character. In this
comprehensive article, we will explore
everything you need to know about the
Horrid Henry Annual 2018, from its
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contents and features to why it remains a
must-have for young readers. Whether
you are a parent looking for a gift or a
collector seeking a nostalgic piece, this
guide will help you understand the
enduring appeal of this annual.

Overview of the Horrid
Henry Annual 2018

The Horrid Henry Annual 2018 is a
hardcover activity and story book that
continues the tradition of annuals tied to
the popular series. Published by Orchard
Books, this edition was released in 2017
(as annuals are typically named for the
following year) and quickly became a
favorite among children aged 5 to 9. The
annual features over 60 pages of full-color
content, including new stories, comic
strips, puzzles, jokes, and craft ideas. It is
designed to be both entertaining and
engaging, encouraging children to read,
solve problems, and use their creativity.
Unlike a typical storybook, the annual
offers a mix of formats that keep young
minds busy for hours. The Horrid Henry
Annual 2018 also includes appearances by
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all the classic characters: Perfect Peter,
Moody Margaret, Sour Susan, and of
course, the long-suffering parents and
teachers. The book stays true to the
humor and irreverent spirit of the series,
making it a hit with kids who love a bit of
harmless mischief.

What'’s Inside the
Horrid Henry Annual
20182

One of the main attractions of any Horrid
Henry annual is the variety of content.
The 2018 edition does not disappoint,
offering a rich mix of activities and
reading material. Here is a breakdown of
the typical sections you can expect to
find:

Exclusive Comic Strips

The annual features several full-page
comic strips that are exclusive to this
edition. These strips showcase Henry’'s
latest schemes, from trying to avoid
chores to outsmarting his little brother
Peter. The artwork by Tony Ross is as
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dynamic and humorous as ever, with bold
lines and expressive faces that capture
every mischievous moment. The comic
strips are a great way for reluctant
readers to enjoy storytelling in a visual
and accessible format.

Puzzles and Games

For children who love a challenge, the
Horrid Henry Annual 2018 includes a wide
range of puzzles. You will find word
searches, mazes, spot-the-difference
games, crosswords, and matching
activities, all themed around Horrid
Henry’s world. These puzzles are designed
to be age-appropriate, helping to build
vocabulary, observation skills, and logical
thinking without feeling like homework.
The annual also includes “Horrid
Henry’s Top Tips” for winning games,
which adds a playful layer of instruction.

Funny Jokes and Riddles

No Horrid Henry book would be complete
without a generous helping of jokes and
riddles. The 2018 annual contains a
dedicated joke section where Henry
shares his funniest one-liners and knock-
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knock jokes. Children love to read these
aloud, and the humor is perfectly tuned to
the age group—silly, slightly naughty, but
never mean-spirited. This section often
becomes a favorite for family sharing.

Creative Activities and Crafts

Beyond puzzles and reading, the annual
encourages hands-on fun. There are step-
by-step instructions for making Horrid
Henry-themed crafts, such as a “Moody
Margaret Mask” or “Perfect Peter’s
Pointless Pencil Topper.” These activities
are simple enough for children to do with
minimal supervision and use common
household items. The annual also includes
drawing guides, allowing kids to try their
hand at sketching their favorite
characters.

Short Stories and Anecdotes

The annual typically includes two or three
original short stories that are not found in
the regular book series. In the 2018
edition, one story might follow Henry’s
disastrous attempts to become a TV star,
while another could explore what happens
when he swaps places with Perfect Peter
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for a day. These stories are written in
Francesca Simon’s signature style—fast-
paced, witty, and full of dialogue that
brings the characters to life. They are
perfect for bedtime reading or
independent reading practice.

Character Profiles and Quizzes

To deepen the engagement, the annual
includes fun profiles of the main
characters, complete with “Top Trumps”
style stats like naughtiness level,
cleverness, and appetite for sweets. There
are also quizzes that help readers
determine which Horrid Henry character
they are most like—a popular feature that
sparks conversation among friends and
siblings.

Key Features and
Highlights

The Horrid Henry Annual 2018 stands
out for several reasons. First, the
production quality is excellent: the
hardcover binding is sturdy, the paper is
thick and glossy, and the colors are
vibrant. This makes it a durable gift that
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can withstand repeated use. Second, the
annual is packed with content that offers
value for money—there is enough
material to keep a child entertained for
days, and even revisit later. Third, the
annual aligns with the Horrid Henry TV
series and the original books, so fans of
any medium will feel right at home.
Another highlight is the inclusion of a
double-page spread featuring a giant
board game—perfect for a family game
night. The Horrid Henry Annual 2018 also
includes stickers, which are always a hit
with young readers. These stickers can be
used to decorate the annual itself or
collected elsewhere.

Why Children Love the
Horrid Henry Annual
2018

Children love Horrid Henry because he
represents a harmless escape from rules
and expectations. The 2018 annual
amplifies this appeal by making the
reader a participant in Henry’s world.
Instead of just reading about his pranks,
children can solve puzzles to help Henry
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avoid capture, or create their own
mischief through crafts. The annual
respects the intelligence of its
audience—the puzzles are challenging
enough to be satisfying but not
frustrating. The humor is silly and
sometimes gross (think bogies and stinky
socks), which is exactly what kids in this
age group find hilarious. Moreover, the
annual allows children to engage with a
beloved character in a fresh format.
Unlike a standard storybook that is read
once, an annual can be picked up again
and again, with different activities to try
each time. This replay value is a key
reason why annuals remain popular
despite the rise of digital entertainment.

A Collector’s Item for

For dedicated fans of the series, the
Horrid Henry Annual 2018 is also a
collector’s item. Annuals are printed in
limited runs, and each year’s edition
features unique content that is not
repeated. As time passes, older annuals
become harder to find, especially in good
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condition. The 2018 annual is now several
years old, but it is still widely available
through second-hand bookshops and
online marketplaces like eBay. For those
who started collecting later, finding a
pristine copy of the 2018 annual can be a
rewarding treasure hunt. The annual also
makes a wonderful gift for a child who is
just being introduced to Horrid Henry—it
provides a comprehensive introduction to
the characters and the humor, all in one
volume.

Where to Find the
Horrid Henry Annual
2018

If you are looking to purchase the Horrid
Henry Annual 2018, you have several
options. New copies may still be available
from book retailers such as Amazon,
Waterstones, or WHSmith, though stock
may be limited. Often, you can find it in
the “annuals” section of online stores,
alongside other popular series like The
Beano or Doctor Who. For budget-friendly
options, consider buying a used copy.
Websites like World of Books,
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AwesomeBooks, or directly on eBay offer
second-hand copies that are usually in
good condition. Libraries may also carry
older annuals, so check your local library’s
catalog. When buying used, be sure to
check the condition of the spine and the
sticker sheet—the stickers are often the
first thing to be wused or lost. For
international fans, the Horrid Henry
Annual 2018 is regionally published and
may have slight variations in price and
availability, but it is generally easy to
source in the UK, US, Canada, Australia,
and other English-speaking markets.

Conclusion

The Horrid Henry Annual 2018 is more
than just a book; it is a treasure chest of
fun that captures the essence of one of
children’s literature’s most enduring
characters. With its mix of hilarious
stories, challenging puzzles, creative
activities, and classic comic strips, it
offers hours of entertainment that
encourages reading, problem solving, and
imaginative play. Whether you are a
longtime fan or a newcomer to Henry’s
world, this annual is a wonderful addition
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to any child’s bookshelf. Its sturdy
construction and rich content ensure that
it will be enjoyed long after the first read.
If you are looking for a gift that combines
education, humor, and interactive fun, the
Horrid Henry Annual 2018 is a brilliant
choice. So grab a copy, prepare for some
happy chaos, and join Horrid Henry on
another unforgettable adventure.
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