
The Brotherhood Of The Snake

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Miles & Williamson • Explore the unseen. • Page 1

The Brotherhood Of The Snake

The Brotherhood Of The Snake: Unveiling the Ancient
Secret Society Through Myth, Symbol, and Pop Culture

Throughout human history, few symbols evoke as much intrigue, fear, and reverence as the serpent. Winding its
way through the myths of nearly every ancient civilization, the snake has been simultaneously a source of
wisdom, danger, and hidden knowledge. Among the most fascinating esoteric concepts to emerge from this rich
symbolic tradition is The Brotherhood Of The Snake. This enigmatic group, whether interpreted as a literal
secret society, a mythological archetype, or a recurring theme in popular culture, represents a lineage of
forbidden knowledge, enlightenment, and the eternal struggle between darkness and illumination. But what
exactly is this brotherhood, and why does it continue to captivate the human imagination across centuries and
continents?

In this comprehensive exploration, we will trace the serpentine path of The Brotherhood Of The Snake through
ancient mythologies, examine its alleged role in secret societies, analyze its powerful symbolic resonance, and
uncover how this ancient concept has been reimagined in modern entertainment and conspiracy lore. Whether
you are a student of mythology, a fan of speculative fiction, or simply someone curious about the hidden
currents of history, this article will provide a deep, engaging, and original look at one of the most persistent and
mysterious ideas in human culture.

Mythological Origins: The Serpent as the Bearer of
Hidden Wisdom

To understand The Brotherhood Of The Snake, one must first appreciate the profound duality of the serpent in
world mythology. Unlike many symbols that carry a single, straightforward meaning, the snake has always
represented both the highest and the lowest aspects of existence. It is the creature that sheds its skin,
symbolizing rebirth and immortality, but it also crawls upon the earth, associated with the underworld and raw
instinct. This dual nature makes the snake the perfect emblem for a secret brotherhood that claims to hold both
dangerous and transformative knowledge.

The Serpent in Mesopotamian and Egyptian Traditions

In ancient Mesopotamia, the snake was closely linked to the god Ningishzida, a deity of the underworld and a
guardian of doorways. The famous Gudea cylinders depict serpent-dragons as protective beings. Meanwhile, in
Egypt, the cobra was revered as the Uraeus, a symbol of divine authority worn by pharaohs. The goddess
Wadjet, depicted as a cobra, was the protector of Lower Egypt and a representation of the fiery eye of Ra. The
serpent in Egyptian mythology was not merely a creature; it was a conduit of royal power and cosmic order. The
Brotherhood Of The Snake, in this context, could be seen as a lineage of initiates who guarded the sacred

knowledge of kingship, magic, and the afterlife.

The Ophidian Current: From Sumer to Greece

The most direct link to the concept of a serpentine brotherhood comes from the Ophites, a Gnostic sect from
the second century CE. The name Ophite derives from the Greek word ophis, meaning snake. The Ophites
revered the serpent from the Garden of Eden not as a tempter, but as a liberator. In their interpretation, the
snake was the agent of Sophia (divine wisdom), who brought forbidden knowledge to humanity to free them
from the tyranny of a lesser, material god. This Gnostic tradition presents perhaps the clearest ancient blueprint
for The Brotherhood Of The Snake: a secret group possessing a hidden, heretical knowledge that challenges
established religious authority. The Ophites believed that by understanding the serpent's message, the soul could
ascend through the planetary spheres and return to the divine pleroma, or fullness of light.

The Nagas: Serpent Beings of the East

No discussion of serpentine brotherhoods is complete without acknowledging the Nagas of Hindu, Buddhist,
and Jain mythology. These semi-divine serpent beings are often depicted as powerful, wise, and sometimes
dangerous entities who dwell in magnificent underground cities. The Nagas are guardians of hidden treasures
and esoteric wisdom. In Buddhist legend, the Naga king Muchalinda protected the Buddha from a storm by
coiling around him and spreading his hood. The Nagas are also said to have guarded the Prajnaparamita Sutras
until humanity was ready to receive them. This concept of a hidden, non-human race holding secret knowledge
and interacting with select human initiates is a powerful parallel to the Western idea of The Brotherhood Of
The Snake. It suggests a universal archetype: a fraternity of enlightened beings, often associated with serpents,
who guide human spiritual evolution.

The Brotherhood Of The Snake as a Secret Society

Moving beyond pure mythology, the idea of a literal, historical Brotherhood Of The Snake has been a persistent
theme in Western esotericism and conspiracy theory. While there is no definitive historical evidence for a
single, continuous organization bearing this name, the concept has been woven into the fabric of various secret
societies and occult traditions.

From the Illuminati to Modern Esoteric Orders

Several writers and researchers, most notably the historian and conspiracy theorist William Guy Carr,
popularized the idea that a secret elite known as The Brotherhood Of The Snake has been pulling the strings of
world events for millennia. According to this narrative, the brotherhood originated in ancient Babylon, where it
was dedicated to the worship of a serpentine deity, often identified with Tiamat, the primordial dragon of chaos.



This group, it is claimed, went underground after the fall of Babylon and resurfaced in various forms
throughout history, influencing the Mystery Schools of Greece, the Knights Templar, the Freemasons, and the
Illuminati. The ultimate goal of this supposed brotherhood is the establishment of a New World Order, a global
government based on the principles of Luciferian enlightenment.

It is crucial to separate historical fact from speculative fiction here. The claim of a single, unbroken lineage of
"snake worshippers" controlling history is a classic conspiracy trope. However, the symbolic framework is
undeniably powerful. Whether or not such a group has ever existed, the idea of The Brotherhood Of The Snake
serves as a narrative device to explain hidden power structures and the transmission of forbidden knowledge. It
represents the fear that an elite few possess secrets that can shape the destiny of the many.

The Symbolism of the "Reptilian Brain"

Psychologically and neurologically, the snake is linked to our most primal instincts. The reptilian complex, or the
R-complex, is the oldest part of the human brain, responsible for survival behaviors such as aggression,
dominance, territoriality, and ritual. In this sense, The Brotherhood Of The Snake can be interpreted as a
metaphor for the dominance of these primal, instinctual forces in human society. Those who "initiate"
themselves into this brotherhood learn to master these forces, harnessing raw power and cunning to achieve
their goals. This interpretation removes the need for a literal conspiracy and instead frames the brotherhood as a
psychological archetype: the shadow side of human ambition expressed through collective organization.

The Brotherhood Of The Snake in Pop Culture

The concept of a shadowy serpentine brotherhood has proven to be remarkably fertile ground for storytellers
across multiple media. From video games to blockbuster films, the image of a secret snake cult has been used to
evoke mystery, danger, and ancient power.

Conan Exiles: A Faction of Survival and Ambition

One of the most prominent modern depictions of The Brotherhood Of The Snake appears in the survival video
game Conan Exiles, developed by Funcom. In the game, players can choose to align with one of several
factions, including the Brotherhood of the Snake. This faction is dedicated to the worship of Set, the serpent
god of the Hyborian Age. In the game, the brotherhood is portrayed as a cult of survivors who use cunning,
poison, and stealth to thrive in the harsh desert. Members of the brotherhood gain access to unique abilities,
such as crafting poisoned weapons and summoning serpents. The game presents the brotherhood as a pragmatic,
amoral faction focused on personal power and survival, which aligns well with the traditional connotations of
the serpent as a creature of cunning and adaptability. This interpretation is notable because it strips away the
conspiracy and focuses on the practical, instinctual aspects of the archetype.

The Brotherhood of the Snake in Film and Television

Cinema has also explored this theme. In the 1982 classic The Thing, the prequel and sequel references to the
"Brotherhood of the Snake" are oblique but significant. More directly, the 2013 film The Brotherhood of the
Snake (also known as The Snake Brothers) is a Hong Kong action film that uses the concept as a backdrop for
martial arts and intrigue. Additionally, numerous documentaries and speculative programs on cable television
have explored the idea of a reptilian elite, often drawing on the work of David Icke, who popularized the idea
that a race of shape-shifting reptilian beings controls humanity from the shadows. While Icke's theories are
widely considered pseudoscientific, they represent the modern, literalized version of the ancient archetype. The
Brotherhood Of The Snake, in this context, becomes a literal race of beings rather than a symbolic or initiatic
order.

Literature and the Esoteric Thriller

In the genre of esoteric thriller fiction, authors like Dan Brown and Robert Anton Wilson have touched on
similar themes. Wilson's Illuminatus! Trilogy is a sprawling exploration of conspiracy theories, secret societies,
and symbolic codes, including serpentine imagery. The appeal of the brotherhood in literature lies in its ability
to connect seemingly disparate events across history. A well-crafted story can use the brotherhood as a hidden
hand, linking the assassination of Julius Caesar to the French Revolution and the rise of the internet, all as part
of a single, coherent (if fictional) plan. This narrative device provides a sense of order and hidden meaning to a
chaotic world, which is a deeply satisfying psychological experience for readers.

The Enduring Symbolism of the Snake in the Context of
Brotherhood

To fully appreciate The Brotherhood Of The Snake, we must consider the core symbolic components of its
name. The snake, as we have seen, represents transformation, hidden knowledge, danger, and primal instinct.
The concept of a brotherhood adds another layer: it implies a bond of shared purpose, a fraternity of like-
minded individuals who have undergone a common initiation. A brotherhood is exclusive, which creates a sense
of belonging for members and a sense of mystery for outsiders. When these two powerful concepts are
combined, the result is an idea that is both alluring and threatening. The Brotherhood Of The Snake is, at its
heart, a symbol of controlled power: the power of instinct harnessed by collective will, the power of hidden
knowledge wielded by a select few.

The Ouroboros: The Eternal Cycle

No serpentine symbol is more fitting for a brotherhood than the Ouroboros, the serpent eating its own tail. This
ancient symbol represents eternity, the cyclical nature of time, and the unity of all things. A brotherhood that
identifies with the Ouroboros sees itself as self-sustaining, eternal, and complete. They are a closed loop, a circle
of initiates who require no external validation or interference. The Ouroboros also symbolizes the alchemical
process of integration, wherein the initiate must devour their own shadow, their own base nature, to achieve
transformation. This is a powerful metaphor for the initiation process of a secret society: one must confront and
integrate one's own "serpent" nature to become a full


