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Diana Gabaldon Outlander Series In Order

A Journey Through Time:
The Outlander Series in
Order

For  millions  of  readers  worldwide,  the
name Diana Gabaldon conjures images of
misty  Scottish  Highlands,  the  clash  of
claymores,  and  a  love  story  that  defies
the boundaries of centuries. The Diana
Gabaldon Outlander series in order is
more  than  just  a  reading  list;  it  is  a
passport to an epic, sprawling saga that
masterfully  blends  historical  fiction,
romance, adventure, and a touch of the
supernatural.  Since  the  publication  of
Outlander  in  1991,  Gabaldon  has
captivated  audiences  with  the  tale  of
Claire Randall, a World War II nurse who
is mysteriously transported back to 18th-
century  Scotland.  There,  she  finds  not
only  danger  and  intrigue  but  also  a
profound, soul-deep love with the dashing
Highland warrior, Jamie Fraser.

Navigating this extensive series can be a
delightful  challenge.  With  nine  main
novels,  a  collection  of  novellas,  and  a
host  of  side  stories,  knowing  where  to
start is essential. This guide provides the
definitive  Diana  Gabaldon  Outlander
series  in  order,  offering  a  clear
roadmap for both new readers and long-
time fans looking for a refresher. We will
explore  the  publication  order,  which  is
the  author’s  recommended  approach,
and  touch  upon  the  chronological
timeline of the story itself. Whether you
are a first-time traveler to the stones or a
seasoned Sassenach, this comprehensive
look  at  the  Outlander  universe  will

enhance  your  reading  journey.

Why Reading the Outlander
Series in Order Matters

Before diving into the list, it is important
to understand why following the Diana
Gabaldon Outlander series in order is
so  critical.  Gabaldon’s  narrative  is  a
dense,  interconnected  web.  Characters
develop over decades,  plot  threads are
woven  across  multiple  books,  and
seemingly  minor  events  in  one  novel
become pivotal in another. Reading out of
order would be like walking into a theatre
during the third act of a five-act play. You
would miss crucial character motivations,
historical  context,  and the slow-burning
emotional payoffs that Gabaldon expertly
crafts.

The  ser ies  i s  not  a  co l lect ion  of
standalone  adventures;  i t  is  one
continuous,  unfolding story.  Every  book
builds directly upon the foundation of the
last.  The  relationships  between  the
Frasers, their family, and the vast array of
supporting characters grow and change
in  ways  that  only  make  sense  when
experienced  sequentially.  For  the  best
possible  reading  experience,  always
adhere  to  the  publication  order.

The Main Series: A Complete
Reading Guide

This section details the core novels of the
Outlander  series.  This  is  the  definitive
Diana Gabaldon Outlander series in
order as intended for reading.



1. Outlander (1991)

The  book  that  started  it  all.  We  are
introduced  to  Claire  Randall,  a  former
combat  nurse  on a  second honeymoon
with her historian husband, Frank, in the
Scottish  Highlands.  After  touching  a
mysterious standing stone at Craigh na
Dun,  she  is  flung  back  in  time  to  1743.
Thrust into a world of  political  intrigue,
clan warfare, and deadly danger, Claire
must navigate this harsh new reality. She
is taken in by the MacKenzie clan and is
forced  to  marry  the  young,  enigmatic,
and wounded Jamie Fraser to avoid being
captured by the villainous Captain  Jack
Randall.  Outlander  is  a  masterclass  in
world-building and character introduction,
laying  the  emotional  and  narrative
foundation  for  the  entire  series.

2. Dragonfly in Amber (1992)

The second book takes a bold narrative
leap. It opens in 1968 with a now-much-
older Claire returning to Scotland with her
daughter,  Brianna.  The  story  is  told
largely  through  a  flashback,  detailing
Claire and Jamie’s life in Paris during the
Jacobite  Rising  of  1745.  They  are
desperately trying to change the course
of  history  by  preventing  the  doomed
uprising  at  the  Battle  of  Culloden.
Dragonfly in Amber expands the scope of
the series, introducing political scheming,
courtly  intrigue,  and  the  heartbreaking
reality of trying to alter fate. This book is
a  gut-wrenching,  essential  piece  of  the
puzzle.

3. Voyager (1994)

Picking up where the 1968 storyline left
off,  Voyager  sends  Claire  back  through
the stones to find Jamie. Believing he died
at Culloden, she learns he survived. Now,
twenty  years  later,  she  returns  to  a
Scotland that has changed dramatically,

and to a Jamie who is a shadow of his
former  self,  running  a  print  shop  and
involved  in  smuggling.  Their  reunion  is
one  of  the  most  powerful  in  literary
h is to ry .  The  s tory  then  takes  a
swashbuckling  turn  as  the  Frasers
embark on a high-seas adventure to the
Caribbean, searching for their kidnapped
nephew  and  facing  new  enemies,
including a pirate and a vengeful ghost.
Voyager is a thrilling, romantic, and often
humorous entry that widens the world of
the series dramatically.

4. Drums of Autumn (1997)

This  installment  shifts  the  setting  to
colonial America. Claire and Jamie settle
in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina,
building a new life from scratch on a land
grant called Fraser’s Ridge. Meanwhile, in
the 20th century, their daughter Brianna
Randall  and  historian  Roger  Wakefield
discover the truth about Claire’s past and
decide to follow her through the stones.
Drums of Autumn is a slower-paced, more
domestic novel that focuses on building a
community,  exploring  themes  of  home,
family,  and cultural  conflict.  It  introduces
a rich cast of new characters and sets the
stage  for  the  revolutionary  conflicts  to
come.

5. The Fiery Cross (2001)

Often  considered  the  most  dense  and
challenging book in the series, The Fiery
Cross covers a relatively short period of
time but is packed with detail.  It  takes
place as the tensions between the British
Crown  and  the  American  colonies  are
reaching  a  boiling  point.  The  book  is
famous for its opening chapter, a massive
gathering  that  takes  up  a  significant
portion of the novel. Here, alliances are
formed, marriages are arranged, and the
Fraser family becomes deeply entangled
in the brewing American Revolution. It is
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a  rich,  complex  novel  that  rewards
patient readers with profound character
development and political insight.

6. A Breath of Snow and Ashes
(2005)

The  revolutionary  war  finally  arrives  at
Fraser’s  Ridge.  A  Breath  of  Snow  and
Ashes is a visceral, often brutal depiction
of the chaos and violence of the American
Revolution. The Frasers and their family
are caught between Loyalists and Rebels,
trying  to  protect  their  home  and  their
people. This book is a masterful balance
of  intimate family drama and sweeping
historical  events.  It  is  filled  with  gripping
action,  emotional  turmoil,  and  the
constant, creeping fear of what the future
holds.  This  novel  won  the  Corine
International  Book  Prize  and  is  a  fan
favorite  for  its  relentless  pacing  and
emotional depth.

7. An Echo in the Bone (2009)

Continuing  the  revolutionary  saga,  An
Echo in the Bone widens the lens to show
the  war  from  multiple  perspectives,
including Jamie’s service as a general for
the  Continental  Army  and  Will iam
Ransom’s  (Jamie’s  illegitimate  son)
experiences  as  a  British  officer.  The
narrative  is  more  fragmented,  jumping
between different character viewpoints in
both the past and the present. This book
is a bridge, building tension and setting
up  major  plot  points  for  the  next
installment. It explores themes of loyalty,
identity,  and  the  cruel  randomness  of
war.

8. Written in My Own Heart's
Blood (2014)

Picking  up  immediately  after  the
cliffhanger ending of An Echo in the Bone,
this book is a rollercoaster of resolution

and  new  conflict.  Jamie  and  Claire  must
deal  with  the aftermath of  a  near-fatal
shooting and the increasing complexities
of  the  war.  Meanwhile,  in  the  1970s,
Roger and Brianna encounter new threats
in their own timeline. Written in My Own
Heart’s Blood is a masterful juggling act,
bringing  together  multiple  generations
and  timelines  for  a  series  of  explosive
confrontations and heartfelt reunions. It is
a  long,  satisfying  read  that  moves  the
story significantly forward.

9. Go Tell the Bees That I Am
Gone (2021)

The most recent (as of late 2023) main
novel  in  the series.  The war is  ending,
and  Jamie  and  Claire  are  finally  looking
forward  to  a  peaceful  life  at  Fraser’s
Ridge.  However,  the  end  of  the  war
brings its own set of challenges: returning
soldiers,  lingering  grudges,  and  the
difficult  task  of  building  a  new  nation.
This  book  is  a  homecoming  of  sorts,
focusing on family, legacy, and the quiet
joys of domestic life amidst the aftermath
of great upheaval. It is a contemplative,
emotional,  and  deeply  satisfying
installment  that  sets  the  stage  for  the
series’ eventual conclusion.

Shorter Works and Novellas
in the Series

Beyond the main novels,  Gabaldon has
written several shorter works that enrich
the Outlander universe. While not all are
essential to the main plot, they provide
delightful backstory and depth. These are
best  read  after  you  have  a  firm grasp  of
the  main  Diana Gabaldon Outlander
series in order.

The Outlandish Companion
(1999, updated 2015): A non-
fiction guide to the world of



Outlander, including synopses,
character lists, maps, and author
commentary. Useful for reference.
Lord John Grey Series
(1998-2007): A spin-off series
centered on the character Lord John
Grey. These can be read
independently, but are best
enjoyed after Voyager.

Lord John and the Hellfire
Club (novella, 1998)
Lord John and the Private
Matter (novel, 2003)
Lord John and the Succubus
(novella, 2004)
Lord John and the
Brotherhood of the Blade
(novel, 2007)
Lord John and the Hand of
Devils (collection, 2007)
The Scottish Prisoner (novel,
2011) - This is often
considered a must-read as it
directly involves Jamie Fraser.

A Leaf on the Wind of All
Hallows (2010): A short story
about Roger Wakefield’s parents.
The Space Between (2013): A
novella set between Dragonfly in
Amber and Voyager, following Joan
MacKimmie and Michael Murray.
Virgins (2013): A novella detailing
a very young Jamie Fraser’s
adventures as a mercenary in
France, set before Outlander.
Seven Stones to Stand or Fall
(2017): A collection of seven
novellas and short stories, including

most of the above, which are
fantastic for filling in gaps in the
timeline.

Chronological Order of the
Outlander Story

Whi l e  pub l i ca t i on  o rde r  i s  t he
recommended  way  to  read,  some fans
enjoy the chronological order of events.
For Diana Gabaldon Outlander series
in order by story chronology, you would
start with the prequel novellas. This is not
recommended for first-time readers, as it
removes  the  mystery  and  narrative
framing  devices  of  the  main  books.

Virgins (Set in the 1740s, pre-1.
Outlander)
Outlander (1945/1743)2.
Dragonfly in Amber3.
(1968/1744-1746)
The Space Between (1746)4.
Voyager (1968/1766-1767)5.
Drums of Autumn (1767-1769)6.
The Fiery Cross (1770-1773)7.
A Breath of Snow and Ashes8.
(1773-1776)
An Echo in the Bone (1776-1778)9.
Written in My Own Heart's Blood10.
(1778-1780)
Go Tell the Bees That I Am Gone11.
(1780-1782)

Tips for a First-Time Reader

Embarking on


