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Nyc Sanitation Test Examples

Understanding the NYC
Sanitation Test: A
Complete Guide with Real
Examples

Landing a  job with  the New York City
Department of Sanitation (DSNY) is a career goal
for thousands of applicants each year. The
position offers excellent benefits, a competitive
salary, job security, and a clear path for
advancement. However, the first major hurdle on
this journey is the civil service exam. The exam is
designed to assess a wide range of skills, from
basic reading comprehension and arithmetic to
spatial orientation and map reading. To succeed,
you need more than just a desire to work hard;
you need focused preparation. This article
provides a detailed breakdown of Nyc Sanitation
Test Examples across different subject areas,
helping you understand what to expect and how to
approach the actual test. By working through these
examples, you can build confidence, identify your
strengths and weaknesses, and create a targeted
study plan.

What Exactly is the DSNY
Sanitation Worker Exam?

The official name of the exam is typically the
"Sanitation Worker Exam," administered by the
New York City Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS). It is a multiple-
choice test that evaluates your aptitude for the
job, not your specific knowledge of sanitation
procedures. The exam focuses on foundational
skills that are critical for performing the duties of

a sanitation worker safely and efficiently. These
duties include operating heavy machinery,
navigating city streets, following complex
instructions, and working as part of a team. The
test is entirely in English and is timed. While the
exact content can vary slightly from year to year,
the core competencies remain consistent, making
practice with high-quality Nyc Sanitation Test
Examples an invaluable part of your preparation
strategy.

Core Areas Covered by the Exam

Most versions of the DSNY exam assess
candidates in the following key areas:

Reading Comprehension: Understanding
written instructions, safety rules, and
operational memos.
Mathematical Reasoning: Performing
basic arithmetic (addition, subtraction,
multiplication, division) and understanding
measurements, time, and volume.
Map Reading and Spatial Orientation:
Using a map to find locations, follow
routes, and understand directional changes.
Memory and Observation: Recalling
details from pictures, lists, or short
passages.
Workplace Scenarios and Judgment:
Applying common sense and safety
protocols to realistic on-the-job situations.

Why Practice with
Realistic Test Examples?

Simply reading about the test format is not
enough. Active practice is the most effective way
to prepare. Working through Nyc Sanitation Test



Examples trains your brain to think in the specific
way the test demands. It helps you become
comfortable with the question style, manage your
time effectively, and reduce test-day anxiety.
When you practice, you are not just learning
content; you are building stamina and test-taking
strategies. For example, you will learn when to
skip a difficult question and come back to it, or
how to eliminate obviously wrong answer choices.
This practical experience is what separates
successful candidates from those who are simply
familiar with the test topics.

Comprehensive NYC
Sanitation Test Examples
by Section

Below are detailed examples that mirror the style
and difficulty of questions found on the actual
DSNY exam. Each example is followed by an
explanation of how to arrive at the correct answer.

Example 1: Reading Comprehension

Scenario: Read the following safety memo from
a DSNY supervisor.

“All sanitation workers must ensure
that the safety bar on the rear of the
collection truck is fully engaged
before the compactor cycle begins.
Failure to do so can result in serious
injury. Additionally, workers must
never stand directly behind the
vehicle while the compactor is in
operation. Always maintain a visible
distance of at least three feet from
the  r ea r  b l ade .  Repor t  any
malfunction of the safety bar to your
supervisor immediately.”

Question: According to the memo, what must
workers do before starting the compactor cycle?

Stand directly behind the vehicle.1.
Report any malfunction to a coworker.2.
Ensure the safety bar is fully engaged.3.
Maintain a visible distance of five feet.4.

Explanation: The first sentence of the memo
clearly states, "All sanitation workers must ensure
that the safety bar on the rear of the collection
truck is fully engaged before the compactor cycle
begins." Therefore, the correct answer is option
C. This example tests your ability to locate a
specific piece of information in a short text.

Example 2: Mathematical Reasoning

Scenario: A sanitation truck collects bags of
refuse from a residential block. On the first pass,
the crew collects 124 bags. On the second pass,
they collect 87 more bags. How many bags did
they collect in total?

201 bags1.
211 bags2.
221 bags3.
237 bags4.

Explanation: This is a simple addition problem.
124 + 87 = 211. The correct answer is option B.
While the math is basic, the test will combine it
with real-world scenarios, requiring you to read
carefully and perform the operation correctly.

Example 3: Map Reading and Spatial
Orientation

Scenario: The image below (imagine a simple
street map) shows two avenues (1st Ave and 2nd
Ave) running north-south, and three streets (10th
St, 11th St, and 12th St) running east-west. A
sanitation truck is currently at the intersection of
1st Ave and 10th St. A supervisor radios the
driver to proceed to the intersection of 2nd Ave
and 12th St.

Question: In which direction will the driver need
to travel to get from the current location to the
destination?
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Northeast1.
Northwest2.
Southeast3.
Southwest4.

Explanation: The driver is at 1st Ave and 10th
St. The destination is at 2nd Ave and 12th St. The
driver must go east (from 1st Ave to 2nd Ave) and
north (from 10th St to 12th St). Therefore, the
direction is northeast. The correct answer is
option A. This type of question measures your
ability to visualize routes and cardinal directions, a
critical skill for navigating New York City's grid
system.

Example 4: Memory and Observation

Scenario: You are shown the following list of
items for 10 seconds: "brown paper bag, green
recycling bin, blue plastic crate, black trash can,
orange traffic cone." After the 10 seconds, the list
is hidden.
Question: Which of the following items was
NOT on the list?

Black trash can1.
Orange traffic cone2.
Red fire extinguisher3.
Brown paper bag4.

Explanation: The original list contained a brown
paper bag, green recycling bin, blue plastic crate,
black trash can, and orange traffic cone. A "red
fire extinguisher" was not on the list. The correct
answer is option C. Memory questions assess
your ability to recall information quickly and
accurately, which is important for following
instructions and identifying equipment on the job.

Example 5: Workplace Scenarios and
Judgment

Scenario: You are a new sanitation worker on a
collection route. You notice that a coworker is not
wearing required safety gloves while handling
broken glass and other sharp objects. What is the

most appropriate action for you to take?

Ignore the situation because it is not your1.
responsibility.
Immediately report your coworker to the2.
supervisor without speaking to them first.
Calmly remind your coworker about the3.
safety rule and the importance of wearing
gloves.
Take a picture of the coworker to use as4.
evidence later.

Explanation: Safety is a top priority on the job.
The most professional and effective approach is to
address the issue directly and respectfully with
your coworker first. This demonstrates teamwork
and a commitment to safety. Only if the coworker
refuses to comply would you involve a supervisor.
The correct answer is option C. This question
evaluates your judgment and interpersonal skills.

How to Effectively Use
Practice Test Examples

Knowing the answers to Nyc Sanitation Test
Examples is just the beginning. To truly benefit,
you must analyze your performance. Start by
taking a full-length practice test under timed
conditions. This will simulate the pressure of the
real exam. After you finish, review every question
you got wrong. Ask yourself: Did I misread the
question? Was I careless with my math? Did I run
out of time? Identifying patterns in your mistakes
is the key to improvement. If you consistently
struggle with map reading, for example, dedicate
extra study time specifically to that subject. Use a
variety of resources, including online sample tests,
study guides, and even mobile apps that offer
DSNY-specific practice questions.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Rushing Through Instructions: The
instructions for each section of the test are
important. Read them carefully before
starting to answer questions.



Getting Stuck on One Question: The
exam is timed. If you are unsure of an
answer, make your best guess, mark the
question, and move on. You can return to it
later if time permits.
Ignoring the Process of Elimination: In
many multiple-choice questions, you can
eliminate one or two obviously wrong
answers. This significantly improves your
odds of guessing correctly.
Neglecting to Rest and Eat Well: Your
mental performance on test day is directly
linked to your physical state. Get a good
night's sleep and eat a healthy meal before
the exam.

Additional Preparation
Tips for the DSNY Exam

Beyond practicing Nyc Sanitation Test
Examples, there are other steps you can take to
prepare. First, ensure you meet all the basic
qualifications, such as having a valid New York
State driver's license and being at least 21 years
old (age requirements may vary by exam cycle).
Second, register for the exam as soon as the
application period opens, as there are usually a
limited number of spots. Third, consider joining

online forums or study groups where candidates
share tips and resources. Finally, stay updated on
the DSNY and DCAS websites for official
announcements regarding the exam schedule and
format. This proactive approach will keep you
informed and ready.

Conclusion

Passing the New York City Sanitation Worker
Exam is a challenging but achievable goal. The
key to success lies in dedicated, focused
preparation. By working through a wide variety of
Nyc Sanitation Test Examples , you can
familiarize yourself with the test format, sharpen
your skills, and build the confidence needed to
excel on exam day. Remember, each practice
question is a step closer to your goal of a stable
and rewarding career with the DSNY. Use the
examples in this guide as a foundation, but go
beyond them by seeking out additional practice
materials and study aids. With consistent effort
and a strategic approach to your studies, you can
significantly increase your chances of earning a
high score and securing your place on the eligible
list. Start your preparation today, and take that
first crucial step toward a future with the New
York City Department of Sanitation


