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How To Get From
Bali To Lombok

Introductio
n: Your
Guide to
Crossing
from Bali to
Lombok

Planning a trip to
Indonesia often
involves hopping
between its
stunning islands.
Two of the most
popular destinations
are Bali, with its
vibrant culture and
lush rice terraces,

for its pristine
beaches and the
majestic Mount
Rinjani. The journey
from Bali to Lombok
is a common route
for travelers, and
understanding your
options can make
the trip smooth and
enjoyable. Whether
you want a quick
transfer or a
budget-friendly
ferry ride, there are
several ways to
cross the Lombok
Strait. In this guide,
we’ll explore every
method so you can
choose the best one
OT your travel styie
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and schedule.

Understandi
ng the
Route: Bali
to Lombok
at a Glance

The distance
between Bali and
Lombok is about 35
kilometers (22
miles) at the
narrowest point of
the strait. The
crossing can take
anywhere from 1.5
to 5 hours,
depending on the
vessel. The main
departure points in
Bali are Padang Bai,
Serangan, Sanur,
and Benoa. Arrival
points in Lombok
include Lembar
(southwest coast),
Bangsal (northwest,

gateway to the Gili
Islands), and Teluk

Nare (near
Senggigi). Knowing
these locations

helps you plan your
onward journey in
Lombok.

Option 1:
Fast Boat
Services
(The Most
Popular
Choice)

Fast boats are by far
the most common
and convenient way
to get from Bali to
Lombok. These
high-speed vessels
cut through the
strait in about 1.5 to
2.5 hours. They are
comfortable, air-
conditioned, and
cater primarily to
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fourists heading to ¢ Semaya One:

the Gili Islands (Gili
Trawangan, Gili
Meno, Gili Air) or
Senggigi.

Main Fast Boat
Operators

Several reliable
companies run daily
services. Some of
the most reputable
include:

e Eka Jaya: One
of the oldest
operators, with
a good safety
record.

e Bluewater
Express:
Known for
comfortable
seats and
punctuality.

¢ Gili Gili Fast
Boat: Offers
direct routes
to all three Gili

Modern boats
with good
customer
service.

e Scoot Fast
Cruises: Well-
established
and often
recommended.

Departure
Points in Bali

Most fast boats
depart from Padang
Bai harbor in East
Bali or Serangan (a
small island near
Sanur). A few also
leave from Sanur
Beach. The choice
of departure point
often depends on
where you are
staying in Bali. If
you are in Ubud or
the east coast,
Padang Bai is
closer. If you are in

Islands

South Ball (Kuta,
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Seminyak, Nusa
Dua), Serangan or
Sanur are more
convenient.

Arrival Points
in Lombok

Depending on your
final destination,
you can choose a
boat that stops at:

 Bangsal
Harbor: Main
gateway to the
Gili Islands.
From here,
local boats
(public and
private) take
you to the
individual
islands in
about 10-20
minutes.

e Teluk Nare: A
newer port
near Senggigi,
ideal for those
staying on

Lombok’s west
coast.

e Lembar: A
southern port,
more
commonly
used by public
ferries, but
some fast
boats also call
here.

o Gili
Trawangan,
Gili Meno,
Gili Air: Many
fast boats go
directly to the
Gilis, so you
don’t need
additional
transfers.

Cost and
Duration

Fast boat tickets
range from IDR
300,000 to IDR
600,000

(approximately
$20-$40 USD) per
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person, one-way.
Prices vary based on
operator, season,
and whether you

oiten with
snacks.

e Convenient -
direct to the

book in advance.

: ) . Gili Islands or
The journey time is

typically 1.5 to 2.5 popular
hours, but sea LOm'bok'
destinations.

conditions can
affect this. During
the rainy season Cons:
(November to

March), the swell * More .
can be rougher, so expgnswe than
it’s wise to choose a ferries.

reputable operator  Can be

with larger, more cancelled in

stable vessels. rough weather.

* Some budget
operators have
poor safety

Pros and Cons
of Fast Boats

records -
Pros:
always check
e Fast - saves reviews.
significant
time. Option 2:

e Comfortable -

air- Public Ferry

conditioned,

reclining seats__(The
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is not
VYcomfortable as a

If you are on a tight
budget or want to
take a vehicle (car,
scooter) across, the
public ferry is your
best option. The

ferry service
connects Padang
Bai (Bali) to
Lembar (Lombok).
This is a large,
government-
operated vessel that
carries passengers,
cars, trucks, and
buses.

What to Expect
on the Public
Ferry

The ferry journey
takes 4 to 5 hours
depending on sea
conditions and the

fast boat - seats are
basic, often plastic
or bench-style, and
the cabin can be
noisy. However, the
decks offer great
views, and you can
buy snacks and
drinks onboard. The
ferry runs 24/7, with
departures roughly
every 1-2 hours
during the day and
less frequently at
night.

Cost of the
Public Ferry

Passenger ticket
prices are very
affordable: around
IDR 50,000 to IDR
80,000 ($3-%5
USD) per person. If
you bring a vehicle,
you pay extra: a
scooter costs about
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IDR
100,000-150,000, a
small car around
IDR
300,000-500,000.
These prices make
the ferry a great
option for those
staying long-term or
traveling with their
own transport.

Pros and Cons
of the Public
Ferry

Pros:

e Very cheap.

e Allows you to
bring your own
vehicle.

e No need to
book in
advance - just
show up and
buy a ticket.

¢ Runs even in

moderate
urnaﬂn ar

cons:

e Slow-4to5
hours.

e Basic comfort -
can be
crowded and
noisy.

e Limited
schedule - not
as frequent as
fast boats.

e Arrives at
Lembar, which
is far from the
Gili Islands
and popular
Lombok
beaches.

Option 3:
Flying from
Bali to
Lombok

For the fastest
possible transfer,
consider a domestic

'F]1gh+ from Balj
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(Ngurah Rai Airport
- DPS) to Lombok
(Zainuddin Abdul
Madjid International
Airport - LOP). The
flight takes only 30
to 45 minutes - the
quickest way to
cover the strait.
However, when you
factor in airport
transfer times,
check-in, security,
and baggage claim,
the total travel time
from your Bali hotel
to your Lombok
accommodation
might be similar to a
fast boat plus road
travel.

Airlines and
Routes

Several airlines
operate this route,
including:

e Lion Air and
Wings Air

(part of Lion
Group)

¢ Garuda
Indonesia

¢ Batik Air

e AirAsia
Indonesia

Flights depart
multiple times daily.
Prices range from
IDR 400,000 to
IDR 1,200,000
($27-$80 USD)
depending on
booking time,
season, and
baggage allowance.
Booking early (at
least 2-3 weeks in
advance) can secure
lower fares.

Arriving at
Lombok Airport

Lombok
International
Airport is located in
central Lombok,
about 30 minutes
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from Senggigi, I
hour from the Gili
Islands (plus a boat
ride), and 1.5 hours
from Kuta Lombok.
From the airport,
you can take a taxi,
private car, or ride-
hailing service
(Grab/Gojek may be
limited) to your final
destination.

Pros and Cons
of Flying

Pros:

¢ Shortest actual
flight time -
under an hour.

¢ Comfortable
and reliable.

¢ Good option if
you are
connecting
from an
international
flight to Bali.

» AiTport
transfers add
time and cost.

e Not the
cheapest
option when
you add
baggage fees.

e Does not go
directly to the
Gili Islands -
you still need a
boat or long
drive.

e Limited flight
frequency
compared to
ferries.

Option 4:
Private
Speedboat
Charter

For a premium
experience, you can
charter a private
speedboat. This is

Cons:

lIdeal IOor groups,
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families, or anyone
who values privacy
and flexibility. The
cost can be high -

typically IDR
3,000,000 to IDR
6,000,000

($200-$400 USD)
for a boat that holds
up to 10-15
passengers. The
journey is similar in
time to fast boats
(1.5-2 hours). You
can choose your
departure time and
port, and the boat
can take vyou
directly to a specific
beach or resort jetty
in Lombok or the
Gilis.

When to

Consider a
Private Charter

e You have a
large group.

* You want to
avoid large

crowds.

¢ You have
specific
luggage needs
(surfboards,
diving gear).

¢ You want to
depart from a
non-standard
port.

Most charters can
be arranged
through local tour
agencies or by
contacting boat
operators directly.
Ensure the boat is
equipped with
safety gear and life
jackets.

Which
Option is
Best for
You?

The answer depends
on your budget,
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Time, and
destination. Here is
a quick comparison
to help you decide:

If You Are
Heading to the
Gili Islands

Choose a fast boat
that goes directly to
the Gilis. It saves
you the hassle of
taking a ferry to
Lombok and then a
separate local boat.
Most operators offer
pick-ups from Bali
hotels and drop-offs
at Gili island jetties.

If You Are on a
Tight Budget

The public ferry is
the cheapest option,
especially if you are
traveling alone or
with a scooter. Be
prepared for a

Tonger journey and
basic facilities.

If You Need to
Bring a Vehicle

Again, the public
ferry is your only
realistic choice for a
car or motorbike.
Fast boats do not
carry vehicles.

If You Want the
Fastest Door-
to-Door
Experience

Consider flying if
you are in a hurry
and already near
Ngurah Rai Airport.
But remember that
transfers to and
from airports can
eat into the time
saved.
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If You Travel
with a Group

A private charter
can be cost-effective
per person and
offers flexibility. It
also avoids the
queues at public
harbors.

Practical
Tips for
Crossing
from Bali to
Lombok

No matter which

method you choose,
keep these tips in
mind for a smooth
journey:

e Book Fast
Boats in
Advance:
During peak
season
(June-August,
December-Jan
uary), tickets
sell out
quickly.
Reserve online
or through
your hotel at
least a day
ahead.

e Check the
Weather:



