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Who Wrote Narnia The Lion
The Witch And The Wardrobe

The Man Behind the
Wardrobe: Who
Wrote Narnia The
Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe?

Few opening lines in literature are
as instantly recognizable as, "Once

there were four children whose
names were Peter, Susan, Edmund,
and Lucy." This sentence
transports millions of readers into
a world of talking beasts, White
Witches, and a majestic lion who
sings a world into existence. For
decades, readers of all ages have
fallen in love with this story, often
asking a simple but profound
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question: who wrote Narnia The
Lion The Witch And The
Wardrobe? The answer opens a
door to a fascinating life—one filled
with scholarly brilliance, profound
friendship, and a deep, imaginative
faith.

The author of this beloved classic
is, of course, Clive Staples Lewis,
better known to the world as C.S.
Lewis. A towering figure in 20th-
century literature, Lewis was a
man of many hats: a Oxford and
Cambridge professor, a literary
critic, a Christian apologist, a poet,
and a fantasist whose imagination
reshaped modern storytelling. To
understand who wrote Narnia

The Lion The Witch And The
Wardrobe is to understand how a
grieving, brilliant, and deeply
thoughtful man channeled his
beliefs, fears, and joys into a
simple story about four children
and a magical land locked in
eternal winter.

The Early Life of C.S.
Lewis: Forging an
Imagination

Born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1898,
Jack (as he preferred to be called)
grew up in a house overflowing
with books. His early life was
marked by a vivid imagination. He
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and his brother, Warnie, created
the imaginary world of "Boxen,"
filled with dressed animals and
political intrigue. This early habit
of world-building was a crucial
seed for what would later grow
into Narnia.

However, Jack's childhood was also
marked by deep loss. His mother
died of cancer when he was only
nine years old. This event cast a
long shadow, leading him to
question God and eventually
abandon the Christian faith of his
youth. He was sent to a series of
boarding schools, some of which
were brutal and oppressive. These
experiences gave Lewis a profound

understanding of grief, loneliness,
and the longing for a safe,
beautiful place—a longing he
would later call Sehnsucht or "joy."
This deep, aching desire for
something beyond the mundane
world is the emotional engine that
drives the entire Narnia series.

From Atheist to
Believer: The
Intellectual Journey

To fully answer the question of
who wrote Narnia The Lion The
Witch And The Wardrobe, one
must trace Lewis's intellectual and
spiritual journey. As a young man,
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he was a staunch atheist. He was a
brilliant student, excelling in
classics and philosophy at Oxford
University before serving in the
trenches of World War I. The
horrors of war only deepened his
pessimism.

But a curious thing happened
during his years as a don at
Oxford. He began, through his
friendships and his reading, to find
the evidence for Christianity
compelling. The most significant
influence on this journey was his
close friend, J.R.R. Tolkien, the
author of The Lord of the Rings.
Tolkien, a devout Catholic, argued
that myths and stories were not

merely lies but "a sudden glimpse
of the truth." This idea resonated
with Lewis. He came to believe
that the story of Christ was the
"true myth"—a story that actually
happened in history and gave
meaning to all other stories. Lewis
converted to Christianity in 1931,
and this conversion utterly
transformed his life and his
writing.

The Birth of a Story:
From a Picture to a
Book

So, who wrote Narnia The Lion
The Witch And The Wardrobe?
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A man who, one day in 1939, found
himself hosting three schoolgirls
evacuated from London during the
Blitz. Lewis had always loved
children but never had any of his
own. The presence of these girls in
his home, The Kilns, sparked
something. He was reminded of the
joy of telling stories.

Years earlier, a single image had
lodged itself in his mind: a faun
carrying an umbrella and parcels
in a snowy wood. This image
simply "came to him" and waited,
patiently, for the right story to
grow around it. Lewis later wrote
that The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe began with that picture.

He didn't set out to write a
Christian allegory. He said, "I saw
how stories of this kind could steal
past a certain inhibition which had
paralysed much of my own religion
in childhood." He wanted to
present the truth of Christianity in
a way that could be felt, not just
taught.

The story flowed quickly. Lewis
wrote the manuscript by hand in a
notebook, often late into the night.
He read the chapters aloud to the
Inklings, his literary group that
included Tolkien, Charles Williams,
and others. While Tolkien famously
disliked the book (he found it a
confusing mix of mythologies), the
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rest of the group was captivated.

The Publish or
Perish of a
Children's Classic

The manuscript found a home with
Geoffrey Bles, a small London
publisher. The publisher was
hesitant—not about the quality of
the story, but about its commercial
prospects. His editor, a woman
named Meta Davis, was the one
who championed the book’s
publication. She recognized its
magic immediately. The first
edition of The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe was published on

October 16, 1950, with illustrations
by Pauline Baynes.

The book was an immediate
success with critics and, more
importantly, with children. It was
praised for its clear narrative, its
memorable characters, and its
thrilling sense of adventure. Yet,
the question of who wrote Narnia
The Lion The Witch And The
Wardrobe often led to debates
among adult critics. Was it a
simple children's story? A Christian
allegory? A political commentary?

Aslan: The Heart of
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the Story

The most profound answer to the
question of authorship lies in the
creation of Aslan. Lewis did not
write Aslan as a symbol; he wrote
him as a direct answer to the
question, "What might Christ
become like in a different world?"
The great Lion is not a
representation of Jesus; in Lewis's
mind, he is Jesus, appearing in a
form appropriate to Narnia. This
theological nuance is key. When
asked who wrote Narnia The
Lion The Witch And The
Wardrobe with such theological
depth, the answer is a man deeply
in love with his faith, but who knew

that a sermon would never work as
well as a story.

Consider the defining moment:
Aslan’s sacrifice on the Stone
Table. This is the emotional and
spiritual core of the book. Lewis
masterfully weaves the concept of
"Deep Magic from the Dawn of
Time" and the "Deeper Magic" of
self-sacrifice. He makes the ancient
Christian concept of
substitutionary atonement
accessible and profoundly moving
for a child—and for the adult
reading to them. He wrote this
scene with tears in his eyes, utterly
convinced of the love this
character embodied.
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Why "The Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe" Endures

More than seventy years after its
publication, the book shows no
signs of fading. The answer to who
wrote Narnia The Lion The
Witch And The Wardrobe is part
of its enduring legacy. Lewis
created a world with its own rules,
its own history, and its own sense
of moral gravity. Children are not
talked down to in Narnia. They are
asked to be brave, to face betrayal,
to forgive, and to grow up.

e Universal Themes: The book

explores betrayal (Edmund),
forgiveness (Aslan’s love for
Edmund), courage (Peter),
faith (Lucy), and the battle
between good and evil.
Immersive World-Building:
From the lamppost to the
beaver’s dam, every detail
feels real and tactile.
Emotional Truth: The death
of Aslan is a genuinely
heartbreaking literary
moment, making his
resurrection all the more
powerful.

Respect for the Reader:
Lewis never shied away from
difficult concepts like
sacrifice and loss, trusting



Who Wrote Narnia The Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe

young readers to understand
them emotionally, if not
intellectually.

The C.S. Lewis
Controversies

No discussion of who wrote
Narnia The Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe is complete
without acknowledging the
controversies that surround the
books today. Some modern readers
critique the series for its gender
roles (Susan is famously "no longer
a friend of Narnia" because she is
interested in "nylons and lipstick"),
its depiction of the Calormenes

(seen by some as a racist
caricature of Middle Eastern
cultures), and its perceived
Eurocentric bias.

It is important to read Lewis in his
historical context. He was a man of
his time—a mid-20th-century
British academic with all the
prejudices and blind spots that
implies. However, many scholars
argue that reducing his work to
these elements misses the point.
Lewis was critiquing hard-nosed
modernity (Susan’s fate is a
warning against the "grown-up"
world that forgets magic). The
Calormene issue is more complex
and is a valid point of criticism, but
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it does not erase the profound
power of the story’s central themes
of love, sacrifice, and redemption.

The Legacy of the
Man Behind the
Story

C.S. Lewis wrote seven Narnia
books, and The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe remains the crown
jewel. It has been adapted for
television, stage, radio, and film,
most notably in the 2005
blockbuster movie. The book has
sold over 100 million copies and
has been translated into 47
languages. It has been read to

children in bomb shelters, read by
soldiers at war, and read by adults
seeking a glimpse of that lost sense
of wonder.

When people search for who wrote
Narnia The Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe, they are often
looking for more than just a name.
They are looking for a source. They
want to know: where did this magic
come from? It came from a man
who lived through two World Wars,
who knew deep grief and profound
joy, who argued with his friends in
smoky pubs about myth and truth,
and who believed, with all his
heart, that a story is the best way
to tell the truth.
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Conclusion

To answer the question who wrote
Narnia The Lion The Witch And
The Wardrobe, one must simply
say C.S. Lewis. But that simple
name carries the weight of a
remarkable life. He was a scholar
who wrote for children, an atheist
who became a towering figure in
Christian thought, and a storyteller
who created a world that feels

more real than many historical
accounts. His book is a doorway for
the imagination, a lesson in
courage and forgiveness, and a
gentle introduction to the deep
mysteries of faith and love. It
remains a classic not because it is
perfect, but because it is true to
the deepest longings of the human
heart—the longing for spring after
a long winter, for hope after
despair, and for a Lion who is not
safe, but who is good.
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