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Mortal Instruments Series In Order

Introduction: Enter the World of Shadowhunters

If you are a fan of urban fantasy, angels, demons, and star-crossed love, then you have likely heard of Cassandra
Clare's phenomenal Shadowhunter universe. At the heart of this sprawling world lies the series that started it all: The
Mortal Instruments. For new readers, figuring out the correct Mortal Instruments series in order can be the first
step toward an unforgettable reading journey. This series is not just a collection of books; it is a rich tapestry of
adventure, betrayal, and self-discovery set in a present-day New York City that exists alongside a hidden realm of
supernatural beings.

The Mortal Instruments series consists of six core novels that follow the life of Clary Fray, a seemingly ordinary
teenager who discovers she is a Shadowhunter—a human-angel hybrid tasked with protecting the mundane world
from demons. As Clary navigates this dangerous new reality, she uncovers family secrets, forms powerful alliances,
and faces an ancient evil known as Valentine Morgenstern. Understanding the Mortal Instruments series in order
is crucial because the plot is deeply serialized; each book builds directly upon the events of the previous one, with
character development and overarching mysteries that span the entire series.

Before diving into the detailed list, it is helpful to know that Cassandra Clare started the series in 2007, and it
quickly grew into a global phenomenon, spawning a movie adaptation, a television series, and multiple spin-off
series that expand the Shadowhunter universe. Whether you are a first-time reader or a long-time fan looking for a
refresher, this guide will provide you with a comprehensive breakdown of the Mortal Instruments series in order,
complete with summaries, key themes, and reading tips.

The Main Series: The Mortal Instruments in Reading Order

Below is the definitive Mortal Instruments series in order as intended by Cassandra Clare. Each entry includes a
brief overview to help you understand the stakes and the characters involved.

1. City of Bones

The journey begins with City of Bones, the novel that introduced the world to Clary Fray. Clary is a typical Brooklyn
teenager until she witnesses a murder at a nightclub—a murder that only she can see. The victims are two teenagers
covered in strange tattoos, and the killer is a demon. This event pulls Clary into the world of the Shadowhunters, a
secret society of warriors dedicated to ridding the world of demons.

She meets Jace Wayland, a arrogant yet captivating Shadowhunter who becomes her guide and eventual love
interest. Together with her best friend Simon, and the Shadowhunters Isabelle and Alec Lightwood, Clary embarks
on a quest to find the Mortal Cup, a powerful artifact that can create new Shadowhunters. The novel is a fast-paced
introduction to the lore of the universe, including the Clave, the Downworlders (vampires, werewolves, warlocks,
and faeries), and the mysterious Valentine. The ending delivers a shocking twist that redefines everything Clary
thought she knew about her family and her past.

2. City of Ashes

City of Ashes deepens the conflict as Valentine continues his quest to unite the Mortal Instruments: the Cup, the
Sword, and the Mirror. With the Cup in his possession, he now seeks the Mortal Sword to control the Clave and
incite a war against the Downworlders. Clary and Jace are struggling with the devastating truth revealed at the end of
the first book—a truth that complicates their growing feelings for each other.

This installment introduces new characters, including the mysterious and powerful warlock Magnus Bane, who
becomes a fan favorite. The action intensifies as the Shadowhunters attempt to stop Valentine from using the Sword
to create a new, brutal order. Themes of identity, loyalty, and forbidden love take center stage, making City of Ashes
a vital chapter in the Mortal Instruments series in order.

3. City of Glass

Often cited by fans as one of the best books in the series, City of Glass takes the action to the heart of the
Shadowhunter world: the magical city of Alicante in Idris. Clary travels to Idris to find a way to save her mother,
who is under a magical coma. Here, she learns more about her unique powers as a Shadowhunter with the rare ability
to create new runes.

The book is a high-stakes showdown with Valentine, featuring epic battles, heartbreaking sacrifices, and a resolution
to many of the series’ central mysteries. The romantic tension between Clary and Jace reaches a boiling point, and
the bonds of friendship are tested. City of Glass is a masterful blend of world-building and emotional payoff,
solidifying the Mortal Instruments series in order as a must-read for fantasy fans.

4. City of Fallen Angels

City of Fallen Angels marks a shift in the series. The war with Valentine is over, but peace is fragile. Clary and Jace
are finally together, but their relationship is strained by the trauma of the past. Meanwhile, someone is murdering
Shadowhunters, and the clues point to a new, enigmatic villain.

This book focuses more heavily on the supporting cast, particularly Simon, who is struggling with the complications
of being a vampire with a Daylighter ability. The novel sets up the next major arc of the series, introducing new
threats and deepening the mythology. It is a darker, more introspective entry that bridges the first trilogy and the
second.

5. City of Lost Souls

In City of Lost Souls, the stakes are personal. Jace falls under the influence of the series’ new villain, Sebastian
Morgenstern, and becomes a dangerous enemy. Clary will do anything to save him, even if it means forming uneasy
alliances and risking her own soul. The book explores the concept of free will versus destiny, and the lengths that
love can drive a person to.

New relationships form, old alliances are tested, and the threat of Sebastian looms larger than ever. This novel is a
roller-coaster of emotions, packed with action and heartbreak. It is a pivotal point in the Mortal Instruments series

in order, leading directly into the grand finale.

6. City of Heavenly Fire

The epic conclusion to the Mortal Instruments series, City of Heavenly Fire, delivers on every promise. Sebastian
launches a full-scale war, using the Infernal Cup to create an army of Endarkened Shadowhunters. The forces of the
Light must unite—Shadowhunters, Downworlders, and mundane allies alike—to stand against the darkness.

The novel spans multiple locations, from New York to Idris to the demon realms. Major characters face their
ultimate tests, and several make the ultimate sacrifice. The ending provides a satisfying resolution for Clary, Jace,
and their friends while also opening the door for the many spin-off series. For anyone following the Mortal
Instruments series in order, City of Heavenly Fire is a rewarding and cathartic finale.

Why Reading Order Matters in the Shadowhunter Universe

It is important to note that the Mortal Instruments series is just one part of a much larger universe. Cassandra Clare
has written several other series set in the same world, including The Infernal Devices (set in Victorian London), The
Dark Artifices (set in Los Angeles), The Last Hours, and The Wicked Powers. While the Mortal Instruments series
in order is the foundational entry point for most readers, there is an ongoing debate among fans about the best
overall reading order for the entire Shadowhunter universe.

However, for the purpose of this article, focusing solely on the Mortal Instruments series, reading the six books in
publication order is non-negotiable. The plot is continuous, and each book ends on a cliffhanger or with unresolved
threads that are picked up in the next volume. Skipping around or reading out of order would spoil major twists and
weaken the emotional impact of the story.

Key Themes and Characters in the Series

Understanding the Mortal Instruments series in order also means appreciating the rich themes and characters that
define the story.

Central Characters

Clary Fray: The protagonist, a teenage girl who discovers her Shadowhunter heritage and possesses the rare
ability to create new runes.
Jace Wayland: A talented and tormented Shadowhunter who becomes Clary's love interest and partner.
Simon Lewis: Clary's best friend, a mundane who becomes a vampire and later a Daylighter, providing
comic relief and deep loyalty.
Isabelle Lightwood: A fierce and fashionable Shadowhunter skilled with whips and blades.
Alec Lightwood: Isabelle's brother, a gifted archer who struggles with his identity and his feelings for
Magnus Bane.
Magnus Bane: The High Warlock of Brooklyn, a centuries-old figure who becomes a key ally and love
interest for Alec.
Valentine Morgenstern: The primary antagonist of the first three books, a former Shadowhunter who wants
to purify the race.
Sebastian Morgenstern: The primary antagonist of the later books, a cruel and powerful being who
threatens to destroy the Shadowhunter world.

Core Themes

Identity and Self-Acceptance: Clary's journey is as much about discovering who she is as it is about fighting
demons. The series consistently explores characters grappling with their heritage, their choices, and their
place in the world.
Forbidden Love: The relationship between Clary and Jace is built on a foundation of seemingly impossible
obstacles, making their romance both compelling and tragic.
Family and Found Family: The Shadowhunter world is filled with dysfunctional families, but also with deep
bonds between friends who become each other's true family.
Sacrifice and Redemption: Characters are constantly faced with choices that require them to sacrifice their
own happiness for the greater good.

Tips for Reading the Mortal Instruments Series

To get the most out of the Mortal Instruments series in order, consider the following tips:

Start with City of Bones: Do not skip the first book, even if you have seen the movie or TV show. The book1.
provides much more depth and context.
Read them back-to-back: Because the series is highly serialized, you will have a richer experience reading2.
the books in quick succession rather than taking long breaks.
Take note of the lore: Cassandra Clare has built an incredibly detailed world. Pay attention to the rules of3.
magic, the different Downworlder factions, and the history of the Shadowhunters.
Consider the spin-offs: After finishing the six core books, you might want to read The Infernal Devices,4.
which is a prequel series that adds emotional depth to the universe. Many fans recommend reading The
Infernal Devices after City of Glass or after the entire Mortal Instruments series.
Join the fandom: The Shadowhunter community is active and passionate. Engaging with other readers can5.
enhance your understanding of the series and introduce you to fan theories, art, and discussions.

Conclusion: Your Journey Awaits

The Mortal Instruments series in order represents one of the most beloved sagas in modern young adult literature.
From the shocking opening of City of Bones to the triumphant and bittersweet conclusion of City of Heavenly Fire,
Cassandra Clare weaves a story of love, loss, courage, and the enduring power of hope. The characters become
friends, the world becomes a second home, and the story stays with you long after you turn the final page.
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