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Chestnuts Roasting
On An Open Fire

Lyrics And Chords

The Magic of
a Timeless
Christmas
Classic

W h e n  t h e  h o l i d a y
season  arrives,  few
songs evoke the warmth
and  nos ta lg ia  o f  a
crackling  fireplace  quite
l ike  "The  Christmas
Song,"  famously  known
by  its  opening  l ine,
"Chestnuts  Roasting
On  An  Open  Fire."
Written in the sweltering
heat  o f  a  Southern
California  summer  by

Mel  Tormé  and  Bob
Wells,  this  beloved
standard has become a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
C h r i s t m a s  m u s i c .
Whether  you  a re  a
musician  looking  to
learn  the  chords,  a
singer  preparing  for  a
holiday performance, or
simply a fan who wants
to understand the lyrics
more deeply, this guide
will  explore  everything
a b o u t  Chestnuts
Roasting On An Open
F i r e  l y r i c s  a n d
chords. We will journey
through the song's rich
history,  break down its



poet ic  verses ,  and
provide  a  complete
chord  progression  so
you can play it yourself.

There  is  a  reason  this
song  endures  decade
after decade. It captures
t h e  e s s e n c e  o f
Chr istmas  in  v iv id,
sensory  detai l :  the
warmth of a fire, the joy
o f  f am i l y ,  and  the
simple pleasures of the
season. As we dive into
the  lyrics  and  chords,
you  will  discover  why
t h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n
remains  a  favorite  for
carolers,  church  choirs,
and  casual  strummers
around  the  campfire.

The Story
Behind the
Song

Before we examine the
Chestnuts  Roasting
O n  A n  O p e n  F i r e

lyrics  and  chords,  it
helps to understand the
song's  origin.  The  year
was 1944. Mel Tormé, a
y o u n g  s i n g e r  a n d
songwriter,  visited  his
friend Bob Wells  at  his
home  in  Los  Angeles.
T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s
unbearably  hot,  and to
c o o l  d o w n ,  W e l l s
scribbled some lines on
a  notepad  about  the
cold,  cozy  feelings  of
w i n t e r .  H e  w r o t e ,
"Chestnuts  roasting  on
an  open  fire,  Jack  Frost
nipping  at  your  nose."
I n t r i g u e d  b y  t h e
imagery,  Tormé  sat  at
the piano and, within 45
minutes,  the  melody
and  remaining  lyrics
were  born.

The  song  was  first
recorded  by  the  King
Cole Trio (Nat King Cole)
in  1946,  and it  quickly
became  a  massive  hit.
Cole recorded it again in
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1 9 5 4  w i t h  a  f u l l
orchestra,  and  that
version is the one most
people recognize today.
Interestingly,  Nat  King
Cole  is  often  mistaken
a s  t h e  s o n g w r i t e r
because his rendition is
so iconic, but the credit
belongs  ent irely  to
Tormé  and  Wells.  The
duo later admitted that
they  had  no  idea  the
song would become one
of  the  most  performed
and recorded Christmas
songs in history.

The  enduring  appeal
comes from its universal
imagery. The lyrics paint
a  picture  that  anyone
can relate to, regardless
of  their  background  or
l o c a t i o n .  A n d  f o r
musicians,  the  chord
s t r u c t u r e  i s  b o t h
beautiful and accessible,
making  it  a  staple  for
guitarists  and  pianists
l e a r n i n g  h o l i d a y

repertoire.

Complete
Lyrics to The
Christmas
Song

Here are the full lyrics to
the  classic  version,
often referred to by its
first  line,  Chestnuts
Roasting On An Open
Fire.  Pay  attention  to
the  phrasing;  the  song
tells  a  quiet,  intimate
story  that  builds  to  a
joyful climax.

Verse 1

Chestnuts  roasting  on
an  open  fire
Jack  Frost  nipping  at
your  nose
Yuletide  carols  being
sung  by  a  choir
And  folks  dressed  up
like Eskimos



Verse 2

Everybody  knows  a
t u r k e y  a n d  s o m e
mistletoe
H e l p  t o  m a k e  t h e
season  bright
Tiny tots with their eyes
all aglow
Will  find it hard to sleep
tonight

Bridge

They know that Santa's
on his way
He's loaded lots of toys
and  goodies  on  h is
sleigh
And  every  mother's
child  is  gonna  spy
To see if reindeer really
know how to fly

Verse 3

And  so  I'm  offering  this
simple  phrase
To  kids  from  one  to
ninety-two
Although it's  been said

many times, many ways
Merry Christmas to you

T h e  l y r i c s  a r e
deceptively  simple,  yet
t h e y  c a p t u r e  t h e
anticipation  and  joy  of
Christmas Eve. The line,
"And so I'm offering this
simple  phrase,"  is  a
masterclass  in  humility
and  direct  emotional
connection. Now, let us
turn our attention to the
chords that bring these
words to life.

Essential
Chords for
Guitar and
Piano

For  those  looking  to
perform  Chestnuts
Roasting On An Open
F i r e  l y r i c s  a n d
chords, the good news
is that the song follows
a  s t a n d a r d  j a z z -
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influenced  progression
that  is  very  friendly  to
intermediate  players.
The  original  key  is  C
major, which is ideal for
guitarists  and  vocalists
with  a  medium  range.
Below,  we  break  down
the primary chords you
will need. Remember to
u s e  s m o o t h  v o i c e
leading  to  keep  the
accompaniment flowing.

Key of C Major
Chord Progression

C major (C): The
tonic, home base.
Your fire is
roaring.
G7 (G dominant
seven): Creates
tension that
resolves back to
C.
Dm7 (D minor
seven): Adds a
gentle,
melancholic color.
G7 (G7): Often

used to transition
between sections.
E7 (E dominant
seven): A
surprising twist
that leads to Am.
Am (A minor):
The relative
minor, perfect for
the bridge.
F (F major): The
subdominant,
giving a warm, full
sound.
F#dim (F sharp
diminished): A
passing chord
used in the bridge
(though many
simplify this to F
major or D7).
D7 (D dominant
seven): Another
passing chord
before G7.
C/G (C major
with G in bass):
A smooth bass
walk.



Verse Chord
Progression

(Example)

C – Chestnuts1.
roasting on an
open fire
G7 – Jack Frost2.
nipping at your
nose
Dm7 – Yuletide3.
carols being sung
by a choir
G7 – And folks4.
dressed up like
Eskimos

Notice how the Dm7 to
G7 creates a gentle pull
back  to  the  C  chord.
This  is  a  classic  ii-V-I
progression  in  jazz
h a r m o n y .  F o r  t h e
bridge, the chords shift
slightly:

Bridge Chord
Progression
(Example)

E7 – They know1.

that Santa's on his
way
Am – He's loaded2.
lots of toys and
goodies on his
sleigh
F#dim – And3.
every mother's
child (or simplified
to F)
F – Is gonna spy4.
C/G – To see if5.
reindeer really
know how to fly
G7 – How to fly6.

If you are a beginner, do
not  be  intimidated  by
the  diminished  chord.
You  can  substitute  it
with an F major  chord,
and  it  will  still  sound
lovely.  The  essence  of
the  song  l ies  in  the
smooth  t rans i t i on
between chords,  not  in
playing  every  single
passing  tone.
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How to Play
with
Emotion and

Style

Knowing  the  chords  is
only half  the battle.  To
truly  capture  the  spirit
of Chestnuts Roasting
O n  A n  O p e n  F i r e
lyrics and chords, you
n e e d  t o  c o n s i d e r
dynamics,  tempo,  and
phrasing.  The  song  is
almost always played at
a relaxed, ballad tempo
of around 60 to 70 beats
per  minute.  It  should
feel like a gentle sway,
like a rocking chair on a
winter evening.

Guitar Tips

Fingerpicking  works
beautifully for this song.
Try  a  simple  fingerstyle
pattern:  thumb  on  the
bass  note  (root  of  the

chord),  then  index,
middle,  and  ring  finger
on the top three strings.
Keep  your  touch  light,
as you want the chords
to ring out. You can also
use a gentle strumming
pattern,  muting  the
strings slightly with your
palm to create a warm,
percussive  effect.  If  you
use  a  capo,  you  can
place  it  on  the  second
fret and play in the key
of  D ,  wh ich  i s  very
popular  for  vocalists
who  find  C  too  low.

Piano Tips

For pianists, use a light,
arpeggiated  left  hand.
Do not play block chords
too heavily. Instead, roll
the  chords  from  the
bottom note to the top,
mimicking the feel of a
harp or a gentle breeze.
The  right  hand  should
carry the melody with a
legato  touch.  Imagine



you are singing through
your  fingers.  The
seventh chords (like G7
and  Dm7)  should  be
vo iced  so  tha t  the
seventh  is  not  in  the
bass.  Keep  it  in  the
middle  or  top  of  the
voicing.

Vocal
Considerations

If  you  are  singing  this
song, do not force your
voice. The melody sits in
a comfortable range for
most  baritones  and
al tos .  I t  i s  a  qu iet ,
reflective  song  in  the
verses,  and  the  bridge
builds slightly but never
becomes  overly  loud.
The  final  line,  "Merry
Chr istmas  to  you,"
should be delivered as a
hear t fe l t  wh isper ,
almost  as  if  you  are
speaking directly to one
person.  The  magic  of
t h i s  s o n g  i s  i n  i t s

intimacy.

Common
Variations
and Chord
Simplificatio
ns

Not  everyone  is  a  jazz
virtuoso.  I f  you  are
teaching this song to a
beginner  or  playing
around  a  campfire,  you
c a n  s i m p l i f y  t h e
Chestnuts  Roasting
O n  A n  O p e n  F i r e
lyrics  and  chords
without  losing  the  soul
of the piece. Here are a
f e w  c o m m o n
substitutions:

Replace Dm7 with
Dm (still works
fine).
Replace G7 with G
major (though you
lose a bit of the
tension).
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Replace E7 with E
minor or just skip
it and go straight
to Am.
Replace F#dim
with D7 (a very
common
substitution).

Many folk guitarists play
the  entire  song  using
only C, G7, F, and Am.
While this is a stripped-
down  vers ion ,  i t  i s
perfectly acceptable for
casual  singalongs.  The
beauty  of  this  song  is
that it is forgiving. It will
sound  magical  even
with  the  simplest  of
chord  changes.

Why This
Song
Connects
with

Audiences

Understanding  the
Chestnuts  Roasting
O n  A n  O p e n  F i r e
lyrics  and  chords  is
not  just  about  music
theory .  I t  i s  about
understanding  why this
song  has  become  a
cultural  landmark.  The
lyrics  avoid  being  too
religious or too secular.
They focus on universal
imagery :  warmth ,
family,  children,  and
goodwill.  The  phrase,
"Merry  Christmas  to
you,"  is  so  direct  and
generous  that  it  feels
like a gift.

Musically,  the  chords
c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f
yearning and resolution.
The  frequent  use  of
seventh  chords  gives
t h e  s o n g  a  j a z z y ,
sophisticated  feel  that
still  feels approachable.
When you play or  sing



th i s  song ,  you  a re
pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  a
tradition  that  spans
nearly eight decades. It
i s  a  m o m e n t  o f
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h
eve ryone  who  has
h u m m e d  i t  w h i l e
decorating  a  tree  or
driving  home  through
the  snow.

Moreover, the song has
b e e n  c o v e r e d  b y
hundreds of artists, from
Christina  Aguilera  to
Frank Sinatra, and from
thrash metal bands to a
cappella  groups.  Each
cover breathes new life
in to  the  ly r i cs  and
chords, proving that the
composition  can  adapt
to  almost  any  musical
genre while retaining its
emotional core.

Fun Facts

for
Musicians
and Fans

H e r e  a r e  s o m e
interesting  details  to
share the next time you
p l a y  C h e s t n u t s
Roasting On An Open
Fire lyrics and chords
for friends:

Mel Tormé was
only 17 years old
when he co-wrote
the song. He later
became famous
as "The Velvet
Fog" for his
smooth vocal
style.
Nat King Cole
recorded the song
multiple times
because the first
recording (1946)
was made during
a musicians' union
strike, so the label
re-recorded it in
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1954 with a full
string section.
The song was
originally
published with the
title "The
Christmas Song",
but the public
quickly renamed it
after the first line.
Today, both titles
are used
interchangeably.
In 1990, the song

was inducted into
the Grammy Hall
of Fame,
recognizing its
historical and
cultural
significance.
The chord
progression has
been analyzed by
music theorists as
a perfect example
of the "circle of
fifths


