Lyrics Of Irish Blessing By
Andrew Chinn

Introduction: A Timeless Blessing Set to New
Music

Few pieces of poetry are as universally cherished as the traditional Irish
Blessing. Its words have traveled across centuries, oceans, and cultures,
offering comfort, hope, and a sense of divine protection to millions. While
the blessing is often recited or sung in various settings, one particular
musical rendition has captured the hearts of many in recent years: the
version by Australian liturgical musician Andrew Chinn. The lyrics of
Irish Blessing by Andrew Chinn combine the ancient, beloved text with
a gentle, accessible melody that resonates deeply with both children and
adults. This article explores the beauty of these lyrics, the background of



the artist who set them to music, and the profound meaning packed into
each line of this timeless prayer.

Who is Andrew Chinn? The Voice Behind the
Music

To fully appreciate the lyrics of Irish Blessing by Andrew Chinn, it
helps to understand the man who arranged and popularized this version.
Andrew Chinn is a highly respected Australian Catholic musician,
composer, and educator. He has dedicated much of his career to creating
music for liturgy, schools, and parish communities. Chinn’s style is
characterized by its simplicity, warmth, and deep theological grounding.
He has a unique gift for making sacred texts and traditional prayers
accessible to younger audiences without stripping them of their spiritual
depth.

Chinn’s music is widely used in religious education, school assemblies, and
church services across Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. His arrangement of the Irish Blessing is one of his most



beloved pieces. By taking an ancient text and pairing it with a modern,
folk-inspired melody, Chinn has breathed new life into the blessing,
ensuring its continued relevance for contemporary worshippers.

The Origins of the Irish Blessing: An Ancient
Prayer

Before diving into the specific lyrics of Chinn’s version, it is important to
understand the history of the blessing itself. The traditional Irish Blessing,
often known by its first line, "May the road rise to meet you," is a Celtic
prayer of unknown authorship. It is believed to have originated sometime
in the early centuries of Irish Christianity, a period when monasticism and
oral tradition were the primary vehicles for preserving spiritual wisdom.

The blessing is deeply rooted in the Celtic Christian tradition, which saw
God’s presence in every aspect of daily life and the natural world. The
imagery in the blessing—wind, rain, sun, and road—reflects a culture that
was intimately connected to the land and the elements. It is a prayer of
safe passage, often given to someone embarking on a journey, whether



physical, spiritual, or the final journey from this life to the next. The lyrics
of Irish Blessing by Andrew Chinn faithfully preserve this ancient text,
allowing listeners to connect with a spiritual tradition that spans over a
thousand years.

A Detailed Look at the Lyrics of the Irish
Blessing by Andrew Chinn

Andrew Chinn’s rendition is a word-for-word setting of the traditional
blessing. The power of his version lies not in changing the words, but in
the gentle, prayerful melody he wraps around them. Let us examine each
verse of the lyrics as performed by Andrew Chinn, unpacking their
meaning and significance.

Verse 1: "May the road rise to meet you"

This is arguably the most famous line of the entire blessing. In ancient
times, travel was dangerous and uncertain. Roads were often rough,
muddy, or infested with bandits. To pray that the road would "rise to meet



you" was to pray for a smooth, easy journey. It is a petition for the path
ahead to be welcoming and free of obstacles. In a spiritual sense, it can be
interpreted as a prayer for God’s grace to meet us in our daily struggles,
making our burdens lighter. In the lyrics of Irish Blessing by Andrew
Chinn, this line is sung with a gentle lift, mirroring the hopeful sentiment
of the words.

Verse 2: "May the wind be always at your back"

A favorable wind has always been a symbol of good fortune, especially for
sailors. Having the wind at your back means a quicker, easier passage. It is
a prayer for favorable conditions and divine assistance. It suggests that
God is not pushing you from the front or opposing you, but rather
supporting you from behind, propelling you forward. This line reinforces
the theme of God as a companion who eases our journey.

Verse 3: "May the sun shine warm upon your face"

In a land like Ireland, where rain and clouds are common, warm sunshine
is a precious gift. This line speaks of comfort, joy, and the tangible



presence of goodness. The sun is often a metaphor for God’s love and
favor. To have the sun shine warm upon your face is to feel the direct,
personal, and gentle touch of divine grace. It is a moment of pure,
unencumbered happiness.

Verse 4: "The rains fall soft upon your fields"

Water is essential for life and growth. While too much rain can be
destructive, "soft" rain is a blessing. It nourishes the earth, brings forth
crops, and sustains life. This line is a prayer for provision and fruitfulness.
It asks that what you receive from heaven will be gentle and life-giving, not
harsh or overwhelming. In the context of the lyrics of Irish Blessing by
Andrew Chinn, this line balances the warmth of the sun with the
necessity of water, creating a picture of perfect, life-sustaining balance.

The Final Verses: "And until we meet again..."

The blessing closes with a shift from the physical journey to the eternal
one:

e "May God hold you in the palm of His hand." This is the most



tender and intimate image in the entire prayer. It speaks of complete
safety, protection, and love. To be held in the palm of God’s hand is to
be utterly secure, cherished, and cared for. This line offers profound
comfort, especially to those who are grieving or facing uncertainty.

e "Until we meet again."” This final phrase acknowledges the reality
of separation, but it does so with hope. It implies a future reunion,
whether in this life or the next. It transforms a goodbye into a "see
you later." In many Christian contexts, this is understood as a
reference to the hope of eternal life and reunion in heaven.

When Andrew Chinn arranges these lines, he often repeats the final
blessing, "May God hold you in the palm of His hand," several times,
allowing the weight of the words to settle into the listener’s heart. This
repetition is a hallmark of his style, making the prayer suitable for
meditation and reflection.

The Musical Style: How Andrew Chinn Brings



the Words to Life

The genius of the lyrics of Irish Blessing by Andrew Chinn is amplified
by his musical arrangement. Unlike some more traditional or Celtic-
sounding versions that use pipes, fiddles, or complex vocal harmonies,
Chinn’s version is remarkably simple. It often features:

e Acoustic Guitar: The gentle strumming of a guitar provides a warm,
organic foundation for the melody. This gives the song a folk-like
quality that feels intimate and unpretentious.

e Soft Percussion: A light, brushed drum or simple rhythm keeps the
song moving forward without overpowering the vocals.

e Piano or Keyboard: Often used to provide a subtle harmonic bed,
the piano adds a touch of reverence and timelessness.

e Vocal Delivery: Andrew Chinn’s voice is warm, clear, and sincere.
He does not use vocal acrobatics. Instead, he delivers the lyrics as a
prayer, with phrasing that feels natural and conversational. This
makes the blessing feel personal, as if it is being sung directly to you.

This minimalist approach is what makes Chinn’s version so effective. It



strips away any distractions and allows the profound words of the blessing
to take center stage. Listeners of all ages can easily learn and sing along,
making it a staple in school liturgies and parish gatherings.

Why This Version is So Popular

There are dozens of musical settings for the Irish Blessing. So, why has
Andrew Chinn’s version become such a favorite? Several factors contribute
to its widespread appeal:

e Accessibility: The melody is easy to learn and sing. It does not
require a trained voice or a large choir. This makes it perfect for
congregational singing in churches and schools.

e Versatility: The blessing is used for a wide range of occasions:
graduations, farewells, weddings, funerals, baptisms, and the
beginning of a new school year. The lyrics are general enough to
apply to any life transition, yet specific enough to feel meaningful.

« Emotional Resonance: The combination of the ancient text and the
gentle melody creates a powerful emotional experience. Many people
report feeling a sense of peace, hope, and comfort when hearing this



song.

e Liturgical Fit: The prayerful nature of the music makes it
appropriate for use within a church service. It can be used as a
closing song, a sending forth, or a meditation piece during
communion.

Furthermore, Andrew Chinn’s music is widely distributed through
resources like As One Voice and other school and parish hymn collections.
This has given the song a broad reach, especially in Catholic educational
settings, where it has become a graduation and farewell standard.

The Irish Blessing in a Modern Context of
Healing and Hope

In an age of constant uncertainty, stress, and rapid change, the lyrics of
Irish Blessing by Andrew Chinn offer a much-needed anchor. The
blessing speaks to a deep human longing for protection, love, and a safe
journey through life. It acknowledges that life is a road, and that road can
be difficult. But it also affirms that we do not travel this road alone.



Chinn’s musical setting, with its gentle, reassuring tone, makes this
ancient prayer accessible to those who might not typically connect with
older, more formal religious music. It meets people where they are,
offering a message of hope that is both simple and profound. During times
of collective grief or personal loss, this version of the blessing has been
used to provide comfort and a sense of community. The act of singing
these words together can be a powerful act of solidarity and shared faith.

Comparing Andrew Chinn’s Version to Other
Renditions

To further appreciate what makes Chinn’s arrangement special, it is useful
to briefly compare it to other well-known versions of the Irish Blessing.



