
Matt Damon We Bought A Zoo

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Gonzalez & Marisol • Knowledge is power. • Page 1

Matt Damon We Bought A Zoo

The Enduring Charm of Matt Damon in We Bought a Zoo

In  the  landscape  of  modern  feel-good  cinema,  few  films  manage  to  capture  the  delicate  balance
between heartbreak and hope quite like We Bought a Zoo. Released in 2011 and directed by the
legendary Cameron Crowe, the film tells  the story of  a family that  takes an extraordinary leap of
faith by purchasing a dilapidated zoo. At the heart of this uplifting narrative stands Matt Damon,
delivering a performance that is both grounded and deeply inspiring. The phrase Matt Damon We
Bought A Zoo has become synonymous with a story about second chances, resilience, and the
unpredictable beauty of following your dreams, even when they seem wildly impractical. This article
explores  the  film’s  real-life  origins,  Damon’s  compelling  portrayal,  the  creative  forces  behind  the
camera, and the lasting legacy of a movie that continues to resonate with audiences around the
world.

The Real-Life Story Behind the Film

Before we dive into the Hollywood adaptation, it is essential to understand the extraordinary true
story  that  inspired  the  film.  We  Bought  a  Zoo  is  based  on  the  memoir  of  the  same  name  by
Benjamin Mee. In 2006, Mee, a British journalist, made the unconventional decision to purchase the
Dartmoor Wildlife Park in Devon, England, after the sudden death of his wife, Katherine. Mee’s
memoir chronicles the challenges of grieving while simultaneously managing a property teeming
with exotic animals, including lions, tigers, bears, and primates.

The film takes significant creative liberties, but the emotional core remains intact. Benjamin Mee’s
story is fundamentally about a father trying to give his children a new beginning after a profound
loss. The zoo, rather than being a retirement project or a business venture, becomes a powerful
metaphor for healing and embracing life’s chaos. When Matt Damon took on the role, he was
tasked with portraying a man who is  both desperate and determined,  a character  who must
navigate  the  complexities  of  parenthood  while  surrounded  by  the  constant  noise  and
unpredictability  of  a  zoo  environment.

Matt Damon: The Anchoring Performance

Casting the right actor is crucial for any biographical drama, and the choice of Matt Damon as
Benjamin Mee proved to be inspired. Damon brings a quiet intensity and a profound vulnerability to
the character. He is not playing a heroic adventurer but an ordinary man pushed to extraordinary
circumstances. The performance is marked by subtle moments: the haunted look in his eyes when
he thinks about his late wife, the gentle patience he shows his son Dylan (played by Colin Ford),
and the sheer physical exhaustion that comes with mucking out animal enclosures.

Damon’s  portrayal  grounds  the  film’s  more  whimsical  elements.  The  idea  of  buying  a  zoo  is
inherently absurd, and the film does not shy away from that fact. However, Damon’s earnestness
makes the audience believe that this family could actually pull it off. He shares wonderful chemistry
with the rest of the cast, particularly with Scarlett Johansson, who plays Kelly Foster, a no-nonsense
zookeeper. Their relationship is not a typical Hollywood romance; it is a slow-burn connection built
on mutual respect and shared responsibility.

The  film also  showcases  Damon’s  talent  for  performing  opposite  younger  actors.  His  scenes  with
Maggie Elizabeth Jones, who plays his daughter Rosie, are some of the most heartwarming in the
entire movie. Rosie’s unshakeable optimism and enthusiasm serve as a counterbalance to Damon’s
more  conflicted  Benjamin  Mee.  Together,  they  create  a  believable  family  unit  that  is  navigating
grief together.

The Expert Crew: Scarlett Johansson and the Supporting Cast

No  film  about  a  zoo  would  be  complete  without  a  dedicated  team  of  animal  experts,  and  the
supporting  cast  elevates  the  material  considerably.  Scarlett  Johansson’s  Kelly  is  the  head
zookeeper, a character who is fiercely protective of the animals and initially skeptical of Benjamin’s
abilities. Johansson brings a grounded, professional energy to the role, avoiding any clichés about
romance in the wild. Her character represents the practical challenges of running a zoo, from
medical emergencies to dealing with strict regulations.

Thomas Haden Church plays Duncan, Benjamin’s older brother, a character who provides much of
the film’s comic relief. Church’s dry humor and visible discomfort with the animal world serve as a
mirror for the audience. His presence allows the film to laugh at itself, ensuring that the story never
becomes overly sentimental. The cast also includes Elle Fanning as Lily, a young zookeeper who
befriends Dylan, and John Michael Higgins as the gruff and extremely stressed zoo inspector, Walter
Ferris. Each supporting actor adds a distinct flavor to the narrative, creating a world that feels lived-
in and authentic.

Themes of Family, Grief, and Second Chances

At  its  core,  We Bought  a  Zoo  is  a  film  about  healing.  The  Mee  family  is  fractured  by  the  loss  of
Katherine,  and  each  member  copes  in  a  different  way.  Benjamin  throws  himself  into  the
monumental task of renovation and animal care, using physical labor as a form of therapy. Dylan, a
teenager, becomes withdrawn and expresses his pain through dark artwork. Little Rosie, on the
other hand, channels her grief into boundless enthusiasm for the animals. The zoo becomes a
common project that forces them to communicate and rely on one another.

The  film  also  explores  the  theme  of  risk-taking.  Benjamin  Mee  famously  says,  “You  know,
sometimes all you need is twenty seconds of insane courage. Just literally twenty seconds of just
embarrassing bravery. And I promise you, something great will come of it.” This line, delivered

beautifully by Matt Damon, has become one of the most quoted pieces of advice from modern
cinema.  It  encapsulates  the  film’s  philosophy:  that  great  rewards  often  require  moments  of  deep
vulnerability.

Furthermore, the film touches on the ethics of animal captivity, albeit in a lighthearted manner. The
zoo in the film is struggling to meet modern standards, and the story shows the hard work required
to create a humane and educational environment for the animals. Benjamin’s journey is not just
about saving a business; it is about honoring the responsibility that comes with caring for living
creatures.

Production Design and Cinematography

One of the most impressive aspects of the film is the production design. The zoo, which was built
from scratch on a ranch in California, feels remarkably authentic. The set designers created realistic
enclosures  for  lions,  tigers,  bears,  and  primates,  and  many  of  the  animals  were  real.  The  film
employed world-class animal trainers to ensure the safety of the cast and crew. The lush, vibrant
cinematography by Rodrigo Prieto captures the beauty of the natural world, contrasting it with the
dilapidation of the zoo’s aging infrastructure.

The use of music is also noteworthy. Director Cameron Crowe has always had a keen ear for
soundtracks, and We Bought a Zoo is no exception. The film features a mix of indie rock songs and
an original score by Jónsi, the lead singer of Sigur Rós. Jónsi’s ethereal music perfectly underscores
the emotional beats of the story, adding a layer of warmth and melancholy to the already rich
narrative.

Reception and Box Office Performance

Upon its release in December 2011, We Bought a Zoo received mixed to positive reviews from
critics,  but  it  found  a  strong  audience.  Families,  in  particular,  embraced  the  film’s  wholesome
message. The movie performed respectably at the box office, grossing over $120 million worldwide
against a reported budget of $40 million. Many critics praised Matt Damon’s performance and the
film’s  heartfelt  tone,  while  others  found  the  plot  a  bit  too  formulaic.  However,  the  film has  aged
remarkably well. In the years since its release, it has become a staple on streaming platforms and
is often recommended for family movie nights.

The film’s legacy is also tied to the real Benjamin Mee, who continued to run the Dartmoor Zoo for
many years after the film’s release. The increased attention from the movie helped boost the zoo’s
visitor numbers, creating a real-world happy ending that mirrors the fictional one. Mee himself has
been very supportive of the film, noting that while some details were changed for dramatic effect,
the core spirit of his family’s adventure was captured perfectly.

Why We Still Talk About Matt Damon in a Zoo

So, why does the Matt Damon We Bought A Zoo connection remain so endearing to this day?
Part of the appeal lies in the actor’s everyman quality. Matt Damon is one of Hollywood’s most
versatile stars, capable of action blockbusters and dramatic thrillers. However, in a role like this, he
reminds us of his ability to be deeply human. Benjamin Mee is not a superhero; he is a father who
makes mistakes, feels overwhelmed, but never gives up. It is a performance that inspires kindness
and courage.

The  film  also  taps  into  a  universal  fantasy:  the  desire  to  escape  the  rat  race  and  do  something
genuinely meaningful. The idea of buying a zoo represents a break from the ordinary, a chance to
live  a  life  filled  with  purpose  and  connection  to  nature.  In  an  increasingly  complex  world,  the
simplicity of that dream is powerful. The film encourages us to take risks, to embrace the messiness
of life, and to find joy in unexpected places.

Lessons from the Film

For anyone facing a difficult transition or a period of grief, We Bought a Zoo offers several valuable
lessons:

Embrace the chaos: Life rarely goes according to plan, and sometimes the best adventures
begin when you say yes to the unexpected.
Find your community: Benjamin could not have succeeded without the help of Kelly, the
existing zookeepers, and his new friends. We need others to help us rebuild.
Listen to your children: Dylan and Rosie have crucial insights that help Benjamin see the
bigger picture. Sometimes the youngest among us are the wisest.
Take that twenty seconds of courage: That single moment of bravery can change the
entire trajectory of your life.

The Enduring Legacy of a Heartfelt Story

In conclusion, We Bought a Zoo is far more than a simple comedy-drama about animals. It is a
deeply  humane  story  about  loss,  love,  and  the  audacity  of  hope.  The  anchor  of  the  entire
production is Matt Damon, whose portrayal of Benjamin Mee is both touching and believable. He
carries the emotional weight of the film with grace, allowing the audience to laugh, cry, and root for
the family every step of the way. The film reminds us that even when the world feels overwhelming,
there is always room for a little wildness, a little courage, and a little family fun. Whether you are a
fan  of  Matt  Damon,  Cameron  Crowe,  or  simply  in  need  of  a  good  story,  this  film  offers  a  warm
escape into a world where anything is possible. The magic of the movie lies not in the exotic
animals or the scenic landscapes, but in the simple, powerful idea that it is never too late to start
over.


