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Introduction: A Galaxy at War with Itself

For countless fans, the Star Wars expanded universe is a tapestry of thrilling adventures, complex characters, and
morality tales that stretch far beyond the silver screen. Among the most ambitious and controversial story arcs lies
the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series. Published between 2006 and 2008, this nine-novel saga pushed the
boundaries of what a Star Wars story could be. It presented a galaxy weary from decades of conflict, where the
heroes of the New Jedi Order faced their darkest challenge yet — not from an external Sith Lord, but from one of
their own. This series is a study in the cost of power, the burdens of legacy, and the terrifying possibility that the
Skywalker bloodline could produce a tyrant. If you are a longtime reader or a newcomer curious about this pivotal
era, understanding the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series is essential to grasping the deeper, often more
painful layers of the Star Wars mythos.

The series picks up roughly forty years after the Battle of Yavin. The Yuuzhan Vong War has ended, the Galactic
Alliance has stabilized, and the Jedi Order, led by Luke Skywalker, is stronger than ever. But beneath this veneer of
peace, political tensions simmer. The Core Worlds resent the growing power of the Jedi, and the military — led by
Admiral Cha Niathal — pushes for more control. Into this powder keg steps Jacen Solo, son of Han and Leia, a Jedi
Knight who has traveled to the edges of the Force and returned with unsettling knowledge. What transpires over the
course of nine novels is a Shakespearean tragedy, complete with betrayal, sacrifice, and a fall from grace that
reshapes the galaxy. The Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series forces readers to confront uncomfortable
questions: Can the ends ever justify the means? And what happens when a hero convinces himself that evil is the
only path to peace?

Overview of the Series

The Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series consists of nine novels written by a rotating team of three authors:
Aaron Allston, Troy Denning, and Karen Traviss. Each author contributed three books, creating a cohesive narrative
while bringing distinct voices to different character perspectives. The authors worked closely together, building on a
detailed story bible that outlined Jacen Solo’s descent into darkness. The series was intended to be a direct sequel to
the New Jedi Order series, but it deliberately departed from that saga’s tone. While the Yuuzhan Vong War was
about survival against an alien invader, Legacy of the Force is about internal corruption and the fragility of the very
institutions that saved the galaxy.

The books, in order, are:

Betrayal by Aaron Allston
Bloodlines by Karen Traviss
Tempest by Troy Denning
Exile by Aaron Allston
Sacrifice by Karen Traviss
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6. Inferno by Troy Denning

7. Fury by Aaron Allston

8. Revelation by Karen Traviss
9. Invincible by Troy Denning

Each title reflects the escalating stakes — from subtle betrayal to all-out war. The series is designed to be read in
order, as it forms a single, continuous story. Unlike some other expanded universe arcs, the Star Wars Legacy Of
The Force Series does not allow for skipping entries; the character development and plot twists build relentlessly
from book to book.

Key Authors and Their Contributions

Aaron Allston is celebrated for his wit and ability to write banter, especially for the Solo family and the rogue pilot
elements. His books — Betrayal, Exile, and Fury — inject moments of levity even as the story grows darker. Troy
Denning specializes in intense action sequences and deep Force lore. His installments — Tempest, Inferno, and
Invincible — contain some of the series’ most brutal lightsaber duels and philosophical debates. Karen Traviss,
known for her military sci-fi background, focuses on the Mandalorian culture and the commando units. Her books
— Bloodlines, Sacrifice, and Revelation — are heavily political and explore the cracks in the Galactic Alliance from a
soldier’s perspective. The blending of these three styles creates a rich narrative texture, though some fans found the
tonal shifts jarring. Nevertheless, the collaborative effort made the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series a
landmark experiment in franchise storytelling.

The Central Conflict: The Fall of Jacen Solo

At the heart of the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series is the transformation of Jacen Solo into the Sith Lord
Darth Caedus. This is not a sudden turn; it is a gradual, tragic corruption. Jacen begins the series as a thoughtful,
empathetic Jedi who has studied the Force in ways that most Jedi never consider. He has learned from the Aing-Tii,
the Shapers, and even the will of the Cosmic Force itself. He believes that the Jedi Order is too rigid and that the
galaxy needs a stronger hand to prevent future wars. His mentor in this dark philosophy is the mysterious Lumiya, a
cyborg Sith who tells him that the old Sith ways of pure destruction are wrong — the true power comes from
embracing both light and dark.

Jacen’s fall is both personal and ideological. He becomes convinced that the only way to save his daughter, Allana,
and the galaxy is to seize absolute power. He manipulates events to become co-Head of State of the Galactic
Alliance alongside Admiral Niathal. He creates a secret police force, the Galactic Alliance Guard, to suppress
dissent. He orders assassinations, tortures prisoners, and eventually commits the ultimate sin: murdering his own
aunt, Mara Jade Skywalker. This act, depicted in Sacrifice, is the point of no return. The Star Wars Legacy Of The
Force Series does not shy away from the horror of his actions; it forces readers to watch a beloved character
become a monster.
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The Role of the Skywalker Family

Because Jacen is a Solo and a Skywalker by blood, his fall devastates the family. Luke Skywalker is torn between his
duty as Grand Master and his love for his nephew. Leia Organa Solo must face the unimaginable: that her own son
has become a Sith Lord. Han Solo refuses to believe it until it is too late. The series explores how each family
member processes this tragedy. Ben Skywalker, Luke’s son, becomes a central figure, apprenticed to his father in the
early books but later forced to confront his cousin alone. The family dynamics are raw and painful, reminiscent of
the original trilogy’s conflicts but deepened by years of expanded universe history. The Star Wars Legacy Of The
Force Series is, in many ways, a meditation on the weight of the Skywalker legacy — a legacy that includes power,
anger, and the constant temptation of the dark side.

Major Characters and Their Arcs

Beyond Jacen, the series introduces or develops a host of memorable characters.

e Ben Skywalker: Luke’s son begins as a typical teenager, resentful of his father’s expectations. Over the
series, he matures into a determined Jedi who must kill his own cousin to save the galaxy. His relationship
with his father, and later with the Mandalorian woman Vestara Khai (in the sequel series), is a highlight.

e Mara Jade Skywalker: The former Emperor’s Hand has a powerful arc in the first half of the series. Her
death is a turning point that galvanizes the Jedi against Jacen. Her final moments with Luke are
heartbreakingly written.

e Lumiya: The primary antagonist in the early books, she is a Sith who survived from the original trilogy era.
She is cunning and patient, having manipulated Jacen for years. Her reveal as a Sith Lord hiding in plain sight
is a masterful twist.

e Admiral Cha Niathal: A Mon Calamari officer who becomes co-Head of State. She is a pragmatist who
eventually turns against Jacen, only to be caught in a war she cannot control.

e Zekk and Jaina Solo: Jacen’s twin sister Jaina becomes the “Sword of the Jedi,” trained specifically to kill
her brother. Zekk, a former Dark Jedi turned Jedi Knight, supports her. Their romance adds a warmer subplot
to the grim narrative.

e Mandalorians: Boba Fett plays a role in the series, but the Mandalorian culture is explored in depth through
the character of Mirta Gev, Fett’s granddaughter, and the warrior clan that sides against the Galactic Alliance.

The array of perspectives makes the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series feel epic in scope. Every character,
no matter how minor, has a reason for their actions. The series excels at showing how war affects ordinary soldiers,
politicians, and civilians.

Themes: Legacy, Sacrifice, and the Nature of Evil

The title “Legacy of the Force” is not just a marketing phrase — it encapsulates the central theme. The Force is a
legacy passed down through generations, and each Jedi or Sith inherits the choices of those before them. Jacen
believes he is learning from the failures of both the Jedi and the Sith, but he ends up repeating the same mistakes.
The series asks: Is the dark side something that can be controlled, or does it inevitably corrupt? Through Jacen’s
story, the answer seems to be that the dark side is a poison that changes a person’s nature, even if they start with
good intentions.

Sacrifice is another dominant theme. Mara gives her life to try to stop Jacen. Ben sacrifices his childhood innocence.
Jaina sacrifices her relationship with Zekk to focus on becoming an assassin. Luke sacrifices his former trust in
family to do what must be done. The Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series does not offer a happy ending where
everyone survives — it offers a galaxy saved at immense personal cost. The final confrontation between Jaina (as the
Sword of the Jedi) and Darth Caedus is not a triumphant victorys; it is a sorrowful necessity.

Reception and Legacy Within Star Wars Lore

When the series was published, it sparked intense debate among fans. Some loved the bold, morally grey storytelling.
Others hated seeing Jacen Solo, a hero from the beloved Young Jedi Knights series, become a villain. The treatment
of Mara Jade’s death was especially controversial — many felt it was unnecessary and that her character deserved a
better ending. However, the series was a commercial success and remains a key part of the expanded universe. Its
influence persists in later works like the Fate of the Jedi series, which continues the story of Ben and Luke.

In 2014, when Lucasfilm discontinued the Expanded Universe and replaced it with a new canon, the Star Wars
Legacy Of The Force Series was reclassified as part of the “Legends” timeline. Even so, it retains a passionate fan
base. The story’s themes of corruption, family, and the cyclical nature of history are timeless. Many elements from
the series — such as the concept of the “Sword of the Jedi” and the character of Darth Caedus — have become
iconic in their own right.

Conclusion: A Dark, Unforgettable Saga

The Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series is not for the faint of heart. It is a brutal, uncompromising look at
what happens when a hero loses his way. It challenges the notion that the Force always favors the light, and it asks
whether the Skywalker family’s power is ultimately a blessing or a curse. While some readers may wince at the grim
twists, others find the series to be some of the most mature and thought-provoking storytelling in the Star Wars
universe. If you are ready to see the galaxy through the eyes of a fallen hero, to witness a family torn apart by
destiny, and to grapple with the true cost of justice, then the Star Wars Legacy Of The Force Series awaits. It is a
saga



