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What Are Baby
Hamsters Called

Introduction

If you have ever stumbled upon a tiny, pink, squeaking
creature in a pet store or your own hamster cage, you
might have wondered: “What are baby hamsters called?”
This simple question opens the door to a fascinating world
of rodent reproduction, development, and care. Whether
you are a new hamster owner, a curious student, or a
seasoned breeder, understanding the correct terminology
and the life cycle of these popular pets enriches your
appreciation for them. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore not only the proper name for baby hamsters
but also their development stages, care requirements, and
interesting facts that every enthusiast should know. By the
end, you will be equipped with knowledge that goes far
beyond the answer to that initial question.

The Name for Baby Hamsters

The most common and scientifically accepted term for a
baby hamster is a pup. This term is used across many
rodent species, including mice, rats, and gerbils. When
referring specifically to hamsters, you may also hear the



word kit, which is a more general term for young fur-
bearing animals (like kittens or fox kits). However, in the
hamster community, “pup” is the standard. In a litter, each
individual baby is a hamster pup. Interestingly, some
breeders and pet enthusiasts use the word pinky for
newborn hamsters, especially those that are still hairless
and pink, but this is more of a descriptive nickname rather
than an official term. Regardless of what you call them,
understanding that baby hamsters are altricial—meaning
they are born blind, hairless, and completely dependent on
their mother—is essential for proper care.

Why “Pup” and Not “Kit”?

While both terms are used, “pup” aligns with the scientific
classification of hamsters as rodents. In a broader
biological context, “pup” is the term for the young of
many mammals in the order Rodentia. The word “kit” is
more closely associated with foxes, cats, and other
carnivores, but it has been adopted informally for
hamsters. In practice, you will hear hamster owners say,
“My female hamster just had pups,” far more often than
“She had kits.” To avoid confusion, stick with “pup” when
speaking or writing about baby hamsters, as it is the most
widely recognized term in both pet care and zoology.

Different Hamster Species and
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Their Babies

Hamsters are not a one-size-fits-all group. There are
several species commonly kept as pets, and while all baby
hamsters are called pups, their development and care can
vary slightly. Here are the most popular species and what
to expect from their litters:

Syrian Hamsters: Also known as golden hamsters,
these are the largest and most common pets. Syrian
hamster pups are born after a gestation period of
about 16–17 days. A typical litter ranges from 4 to
12 pups. Due to their solitary nature, Syrian
mothers can be more protective than other species.
Dwarf Hamsters (Campbell’s, Winter White,
Roborovski): These smaller hamsters have shorter
gestation periods (18–21 days for Campbell’s and
Winter Whites; slightly longer for Roborovski’s).
Litters are generally smaller, with 3–6 pups. Dwarf
hamsters are more social and can sometimes be
kept in same-sex pairs or groups, which influences
how the mother interacts with her pups.
Chinese Hamsters: Although technically not a true
dwarf, Chinese hamsters are slender and have a
longer tail. Their gestation is about 18–21 days, and
they typically have 4–8 pups. They require similar
care to dwarf hamsters.

Regardless of the species, the term “pup” applies
universally among hamster breeders and enthusiasts.



However, understanding the species-specific differences is
crucial when preparing for a litter.

What Do Baby Hamsters Look
Like?

Newborn hamster pups are among the most vulnerable
creatures in the pet world. At birth, they are pink, hairless,
and have their eyes and ears sealed shut. They cannot
regulate their own body temperature and rely entirely on
their mother for warmth and nutrition. Their tiny limbs are
barely visible, and they move by wriggling. Within the first
few days, the skin begins to darken as pigmentation
develops. By day 5–7, a fine coat of fur appears, and the
pups start to take on the color patterns of their adult coat.
Their eyes usually open around day 14–16 (slightly later
for dwarf hamsters). By the time they are three weeks old,
baby hamsters look like miniature adults, though they are
still nursing and growing rapidly.

Because they are altricial, handling newborn hamster pups
is not recommended—their fragile bodies can be injured
easily, and the mother may become stressed. Instead,
observe from a distance to ensure the mother is caring for
them properly.

Development Stages of
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Hamster Pups

Understanding the timeline of a baby hamster’s
development helps owners know what to expect and when
to intervene. Here is a typical progression for Syrian
hamsters; dwarf hamsters follow a similar but slightly
accelerated schedule.

Birth to Day 7: The Neonatal Stage

Pups are completely dependent on the mother for
warmth and milk.
They cannot hear, see, or move more than a slow
crawl.
By day 5–7, fur begins to grow, and the pups may
start to twitch their whiskers.
Do not clean the cage or disturb the nest during this
period.

Day 7 to Day 14: Fur and Mobility

Fur becomes thicker, and the pups begin to explore
the immediate area around the nest.
Their ears start to open around day 10–12.
They can crawl short distances and may start
nibbling on solid food (like softened pellets)
brought by the mother.
At this stage, you can spot-clean the cage but avoid
direct contact with the pups.



Day 14 to Day 21: Weaning and Independence

Eyes open between day 14 and 16; the pups become
more aware of their surroundings.
They begin to eat solid food regularly and drink
water from a sipper bottle.
Weaning usually occurs around 21–28 days. For
Syrian hamsters, pups must be separated from the
mother at 4 weeks because she will become
aggressive and they are sexually mature by 5 weeks.
Dwarf hamsters can often stay with the mother a bit
longer but should also be separated by gender by
4–5 weeks to prevent breeding.

Caring for Baby Hamsters
(When the Mother Is Present)

Most of the time, the mother hamster is the best caregiver.
Your role is to provide a stress-free environment. Follow
these guidelines to ensure the pups thrive:

Leave the Nest Alone: Do not clean the cage for1.
the first two weeks. Avoid moving bedding or
touching the pups.
Provide Food and Water: Ensure the mother has a2.
steady supply of high-quality hamster food, fresh
vegetables, and a clean water bottle. A well-fed
mother will produce enough milk.
Minimize Noise and Disturbance: Loud noises or3.
frequent cage checks can cause the mother to
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become anxious. She might abandon or cannibalize
her pups if severely stressed.
Do Not Handle Pups Early: Wait until the pups4.
are at least 10–14 days old before gentle handling,
and only if the mother is comfortable. In many
cases, it is safer to wait until after weaning.
Monitor for Health Issues: If a pup appears cold,5.
unresponsive, or is being ignored by the mother,
consult a veterinarian experienced with small
mammals.

What to Do If You Find
Orphaned Baby Hamsters

Occasionally, a mother hamster may die, reject her litter,
or you may find abandoned pups. Raising orphaned baby
hamsters is challenging and often has low success rates,
but it is possible with proper care. The most critical factors
are warmth and feeding. Here is a basic approach:

Keep Them Warm: Place the pups in a small
container lined with soft bedding and place it on a
heating pad set to low (or use a warm water bottle
wrapped in cloth). Monitor temperature
carefully—too hot is fatal.
Feeding: Use a specialized milk replacer for small
mammals (such as Kitten Milk Replacer or
Esbilac). Do not use cow’s milk. Feed every 2–3
hours using a tiny syringe or a soft paintbrush
dipped in formula.



Stimulation: After feeding, gently rub the pup’s
genital area with a warm, damp cotton swab to
stimulate urination and defecation (mothers do this
by licking).
Weaning: At around 2–3 weeks, introduce
softened pellets and water. By 4 weeks, they should
be eating independently.

Because hand-rearing is so labour-intensive, many experts
recommend contacting a wildlife rehabilitator or
experienced breeder who may be better equipped.

When Can You Handle Baby
Hamsters?

One of the most common questions owners ask is: “How
old should baby hamsters be before I can hold them?” The
answer depends on the species and the mother’s
temperament, but a general rule is to wait until the pups’
eyes are open and they are walking steadily—around day
14. Even then, handle them gently and for short periods.
Gradually increase handling duration to socialize them. By
4 weeks of age, pups can be separated into same-sex
groups or individual cages (for Syrian hamsters) and
handled regularly. Early, gentle socialization makes them
friendlier as adults.
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Common Questions About
Baby Hamsters

How many babies do hamsters have in a litter?

Syrian hamsters can have between 4 and 12 pups, with an
average of 6–8. Dwarf hamsters typically have 3–6 pups.
The size of the litter depends on the mother’s age, health,
and genetics.

Can baby hamsters be left with the father?

In most cases, no. Syrian hamster males may attack and
kill pups, and even dwarf hamster fathers can be
problematic. It is best to separate the male before the birth
or immediately after. Some experienced dwarf hamster
breeders keep the father in the cage if he shows nurturing
behavior, but it’s risky for beginners.

What should I feed a mother hamster after she
gives birth?

Provide extra protein (e.g., boiled egg, mealworms, or a
small piece of cooked chicken) along with her regular diet.
Fresh vegetables and a constant supply of clean water are
essential. Avoid sudden dietary changes.

How can I tell if a baby hamster is healthy?

Healthy pups are round, pink (at birth), and active—they



squirm when touched. As they grow, they should steadily
gain weight, develop fur, and start moving around. Signs
of illness include lethargy, lack of milk bands (visible
white strip in the belly after feeding), or being cold to the
touch.

Conclusion

So, what are baby hamsters called? The answer is pups,
though you may also hear the terms kits or pinkies in
casual conversation. Knowing this basic terminology is just
the beginning. From their helpless pink start to their rapid
transformation into fur-covered explorers, baby hamsters
undergo a remarkable journey in just a few weeks.
Whether you are caring for a litter or simply satisfying
your curiosity, appreciating the delicate nature of these
tiny creatures helps ensure their health and happiness.
Remember: the most important factor in raising healthy
hamster pups


