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Order Of The Eragon Books

Introduction to the
World of Alagaësia

For over two decades, readers have been
captivated by the richly imagined world of
Alagaësia, the setting of Christopher Paolini's
epic fantasy series. If you are new to this
universe or planning a re-read, understanding
the correct order of the Eragon books is
essential for the best reading experience. The
Inheritance Cycle, along with its expanding
companion works, forms one of the most
beloved fantasy sagas of the modern era.
Whether you are a young adult discovering
dragons and magic for the first time or a
seasoned fantasy enthusiast, knowing which
book to pick up first will ensure you follow the
story of a farm boy named Eragon and his
sapphire dragon, Saphira, in the way the author
intended.

The central series is often referred to as the
Inheritance Cycle, and it consists of four
primary volumes. However, with the release of
additional stories set in the same universe, the
complete order of the Eragon books has
expanded. This guide will walk you through the
publication order, the internal chronological
order, and the recommended reading sequence,
ensuring you do not miss a single detail of this
sprawling narrative.

The Core Inheritance
Cycle: The Primary Order
of the Eragon Books

The heart of the series is a tetralogy. When

people ask about the order of the Eragon
books, they are most often referring to these
four main titles. Christopher Paolini began
writing the first book when he was only fifteen
years old, and the series was originally
conceived as a trilogy before being expanded
into four books. Here is the definitive reading
order for the core saga.

1. Eragon (2002)

The journey begins with Eragon, the book that
launched a phenomenon. This first installment
introduces readers to the protagonist, a fifteen-
year-old boy living in the small village of
Carvahall. While hunting in the Spine, a
mysterious and dangerous mountain range,
Eragon discovers a polished blue stone that he
initially believes to be a valuable gem. However,
the stone is actually a dragon egg, and when it
hatches, Eragon becomes the new Dragon Rider,
a member of an ancient and nearly extinct order
of peacekeepers.

This book sets the stage for the entire series. It
establishes the central conflict between the
oppressive Empire ruled by the tyrant King
Galbatorix and the free peoples of Alagaësia.
Eragon, guided by the wise storyteller Brom,
must flee his home and learn the basics of sword
fighting, magic, and dragon riding. The novel is
a classic hero's journey, full of friendship, loss,
and the discovery of immense power. For
anyone starting the order of the Eragon books,
this is the non-negotiable starting point.

2. Eldest (2005)

The second book in the order of the Eragon
books  is Eldest .  This volume picks up



immediately after the events of the first book.
Eragon and his dragon Saphira have found a
temporary refuge with the Varden, the
resistance group fighting against the Empire.
However, peace is short-lived. Eragon must
travel to the elven forest of Du Weldenvarden to
undergo formal training with the elves,
specifically with the ancient and powerful Rider
Oromis.

Eldest is a book of growth and division. The
narrative splits to follow Eragon's rigorous
training in magic and swordcraft, while also
tracking his cousin Roran's desperate struggle to
save their family from the Empire's cruelty.
This book deepens the lore of Alagaësia,
introducing the complex history of the Riders
and the true nature of the magic system.
Readers experience Eragon's maturity as he
faces physical and emotional challenges that test
his limits. The battle sequences are grander, the
stakes are higher, and the political intrigue
thickens, making it a crucial step in the order of
the Eragon books.

3. Brisingr (2008)

The third entry, Brisingr, takes its name from
the ancient language word for "fire." This book
was created when the author realized the story
could not be contained in three volumes.
Brisingr is a direct continuation of the previous
book, offering no time jump. Eragon is now a
more competent warrior and magician, but he is
far from ready to face Galbatorix.

This novel is often praised for its emotional
depth and action. It resolves several lingering
plot threads, including the origin of Eragon's
sword and the fate of the dwarf clans. The book
is slightly longer than its predecessors and
focuses heavily on Eragon's moral development.
He is forced to make difficult decisions about
leadership, loyalty, and the use of power. For
fans following the order of the Eragon books,
Brisingr represents the turning point where the
hero begins to understand the true weight of his

responsibilities. The book ends on a series of
major revelations that set the stage for the final
confrontation.

4. Inheritance (2011)

The final volume of the core cycle is simply
titled Inheritance. This massive book brings the
war against Galbatorix to a head. The order of
the Eragon books culminates here, as Eragon,
Saphira, and their allies launch a final assault on
the capital city of Urû'baen. This is the longest
book in the series and is packed with battles,
magic, and character resolutions.

Inheritance does not shy away from difficult
endings. It provides closure for the main
characters while leaving the world of Alagaësia
with a sense of open potential. Eragon makes a
monumental sacrifice, and the nature of dragon
magic is forever changed. For readers who have
followed the order of the Eragon books from
the beginning, this ending is both satisfying and
bittersweet. It ties together the themes of
freedom, destiny, and the cost of power that run
throughout the series.

Expanded Universe: The
New Order of the Eragon
Books

While the Inheritance Cycle is complete,
Christopher Paolini has returned to Alagaësia
with new stories. If you are looking for the
complete order of the Eragon books in terms
of the full timeline, you will need to include
these newer releases. They are best read after
the main saga to avoid spoilers and to appreciate
the references fully.

The Fork, the Witch, and the Worm
(2018)

Released as part of a collection called The
Fork, the Witch, and the Worm: Tales from
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Alagaësia, this book is a companion volume. It
is set approximately one year after the events of
Inheritance. The framing story involves Eragon
settling into his new role as the leader of the
Dragon Riders. Within this frame, there are
three distinct shorter tales.

This book is not a direct sequel to the main
cycle, but it is a delightful return to the world. It
offers insights into what happens after the war,
exploring the challenges of rebuilding society
and training a new generation of Riders. For
fans who have finished the order of the Eragon
books, this is a gentle epilogue that deepens the
mythology. It is lighter and more experimental
than the main novels, but it is essential for
anyone wanting to stay current with the lore.

Murtagh (2023)

The most recent addition to the order of the
Eragon books is Murtagh, released in 2023.
This novel is a direct sequel to the events of the
Inheritance Cycle, focusing on the character of
Murtagh, Eragon's half-brother, and his dragon
Thorn. This story takes place roughly a year
after Inheritance and provides a much darker,
more personal perspective.

Murtagh explores the psychological scars left
by Galbatorix's control and the lingering threats
in Alagaësia. It is written in the same epic style
as the original books but with a more mature
and somber tone. For readers following the
complete order of the Eragon books, this
should be read after Inheritance and after The
Fork, the Witch, and the Worm to follow the
chronological timeline of the world.

Recommended Complete
Reading Order of the
Eragon Books

To ensure you have the best narrative flow, here
is the recommended reading sequence for the

entire series:

Eragon (Book 1 of the Inheritance1.
Cycle)
Eldest (Book 2 of the Inheritance Cycle)2.
Brisingr (Book 3 of the Inheritance3.
Cycle)
Inheritance (Book 4 of the Inheritance4.
Cycle)
The Fork, the Witch, and the Worm5.
(Tales from Alagaësia, Volume 1)
Murtagh (Tales from Alagaësia, Volume6.
2)

This sequence respects both publication order
and the internal chronology of the story. While
Murtagh could theoretically be read standalone,
it contains major spoilers for the core series and
assumes familiarity with the world. The order
of the Eragon books listed above provides the
most coherent and emotionally resonant journey
through Alagaësia.

Why This Order Matters
for Your Reading
Experience

Understanding the order of the Eragon books
is not just about knowing which title comes
next. The series features a continuous character
arc for Eragon, Roran, and Murtagh. Each book
builds upon the knowledge gained in the
previous one. The magic system, the history of
the Riders, and the political landscape of the
world are introduced gradually.

For example, the concept of the "ancient
language" is explained in Eragon, refined in
Eldest, and fully exploited in Inheritance.
Similarly, the relationships between dragons and
their Riders deepen with each volume. Reading
the books out of order would mean missing
critical context for character motivations and
plot twists. The order of the Eragon books is
designed to be a linear progression from



innocence to experience, from a simple farm
boy to a legendary hero.

Frequently Asked
Questions About the
Series Order

Should I read The Fork, the Witch,
and the Worm before Murtagh?

Yes, it is advisable. While Murtagh is a full-
length novel and The Fork, the Witch, and the
Worm is a collection of short stories, the events
of the shorter book take place before the events
of Murtagh. Following the order of the
Eragon books chronologically will give you a
better understanding of the state of the world.

Are there any prequels or spin-offs?

As of 2025, there are no prequel novels set
before the events of Eragon. However, Paolini
has mentioned the possibility of writing stories

set in the distant past of Alagaësia. For now, the
order of the Eragon books starts with the core
cycle and then moves into the post-war stories.

Is there a chronological order
different from the publication order?

For this series, the publication order and the
chronological order of the main plot are nearly
identical. The only slight variation is that The
Fork, the Witch, and the Worm contains
flashbacks that predate the main series, but these
are framed stories told after the war. For
simplicity, following the publication order is the
safest bet for the order of the Eragon books.

The Future of the Series

Christopher Paolini has confirmed that he is
working on more stories set in Alagaësia. The
order of the Eragon books is likely to grow in
the coming years. Fans can expect additional
volumes in the "Tales from Alagaësia" series,
which will continue


