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The Fantastic Flyings Of Mr
Morris Lessmore

The Enchanting
World of The
Fantastic Flyings Of
Mr Morris Lessmore
Film

In  the  landscape  of  modern
animation,  few short  films have
c a p t u r e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e
imagination  quite  like  The
Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morr is  Lessmore  F i lm .
Released in 2011 and directed by
William  Joyce  and  Brandon
Oldenburg, this Academy Award-
winning  animated  short  tells  a
deeply moving story about love,
loss,  and the redemptive power
of books. The film is not merely a
visual  treat  but  a  profound
meditation on how stories help us
navigate the storms of  life.  For
anyone  interested  in  the  art  of
storytelling,  The  Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  Fi lm  o f fers  an
experience that lingers long after
the  credits  roll.  This  article
explores  every  facet  of  this
remarkable  work,  from  its
n a r r a t i v e  d e p t h  a n d
groundbreaking animation to its
lasting cultural impact.

The Story Behind
The Fantastic
Flyings Of Mr
Morris Lessmore
Film

At  its  heart,  The  Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore Film is a story about
a  man  whose  world  is  literally
blown apart by a terrible storm.
Morr is  Lessmore,  a  quiet
bibliophile, is seen writing his life
story  when  a  violent  hurricane
t e a r s  t h r o u g h  h i s  t o w n ,
destroying  everything  he  holds
dear.  The  world  around  him
becomes  gray  and  lifeless.
However,  his  fortune  changes
when  he  notices  a  beautiful
woman flying past, pulled along
by a cluster of flying books. She
sends one book down to him, and
t h i s  b o o k  l e a d s  h i m  t o  a
magnificent library where books
are alive, fluttering like birds and
needing care and attention.

Morris  takes  on  the  role  of
caretaker for these living books.
He  feeds  them,  reads  to  them,
and restores their vibrancy. As he
tends to the books, his own world
fills with color again. He begins
to write his own story anew, and
the film traces his journey from
despair to purpose. The narrative



arc  is  simple  but  profound,
making  The Fantastic  Flyings
Of Mr Morris Lessmore Film a
universal  allegory  for  recovery
and the search for meaning after
tragedy.  The  ending,  which  is
both  bittersweet  and  hopeful,
shows Morris passing on the gift
of  the  library  to  a  young  girl
before he himself flies away with
the books, suggesting a beautiful
cycle of life and literature.

Production and
Inspiration: A Labor
of Love

Understanding  the  production
process  adds  another  layer  of
appreciation  for  The Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  Film.  The  film  was
produced by Moonbot Studios, a
company  founded  by  Joyce  and
Oldenburg  in  Shreveport ,
Louisiana. The inspiration for the
story came from several sources.
Most  notably,  the  f i lm  was
influenced by Hurricane Katrina,
which  devastated  New  Orleans
and the Gulf Coast in 2005. The
storm  that  destroys  Morris's
home  is  a  direct  nod  to  this
tragedy.

Additionally,  the  fi lm  pays
homage to the 1965 classic short
Labyrinth  and, more directly, to
the silent film star Buster Keaton.
Morris  Lessmore  himself  is
modeled after  Keaton,  complete
with the iconic pork pie hat and
deadpan  expression.  The  film
also acknowledges the Wizard of
Oz, with the tornado serving as a
clear reference. But perhaps the
most significant influence is the

love of books themselves. William
Joyce  has  often  stated  that  the
film is  a  love letter  to libraries
and  the  people  who  work  in
them.  The  dedicat ion  and
craftsmanship  poured  into  The
Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris  Lessmore  Film  is
evident in every frame, reflecting
months of painstaking work by a
small but passionate team.

The Animation Style: A
Hybrid Masterpiece

One of the most striking features
of The Fantastic Flyings Of Mr
Morris  Lessmore  Film  is  its
unique  visual  style.  The  film
masterfully  blends  multiple
an imat ion  techniques .  I t
combines traditional hand-drawn
2D animation with 3D computer-
generated  imagery  (CGI)  and
miniature  sets  filmed  in  stop-
motion.  This  hybrid  approach
gives  the  film  a  tactile,  almost
storybook quality that feels both
classic and innovative.

The color palette is  particularly
significant.  The  film  begins  in
sepia  tones,  reflecting  Morris's
orderly  but  somewhat  dull  life.
After  the  storm,  the  world
becomes  gray  and  desolate.  As
Morris  enters  the  library  and
begins caring for the books, color
gradually  returns.  This  visual
storytelling  reinforces  the
emot iona l  j ourney  o f  the
character.  The  flying  books
themselves are animated with a
fluid,  bird-like  grace  that  is
mesmerizing  to  watch.  This
dedication  to  visual  nuance  is
why The Fantastic Flyings Of
Mr  Morris  Lessmore  Film  is
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often studied in film schools  as
an example of how animation can
enhance  narrative  without
relying  on  dialogue.

Thematic Depth in
The Fantastic
Flyings Of Mr
Morris Lessmore
Film

Beneath  its  charming  surface,
The  Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris  Lessmore Film  tackles
heavy themes with a light touch.
The  most  obvious  theme is  the
healing power of stories. Morris
is  broken by loss,  and he finds
wholeness again through the care
of  books.  This  is  a  powerful
metaphor  for  how  reading  can
provide solace,  perspective,  and
companionship.

Another  central  theme  is  the
passage of  time and the legacy
we leave behind. Morris spends a
lifetime in the library, and we see
him  age  gracefully.  When  it  is
time for him to go, he does not
despair.  He  knows  that  the
library  will  be  passed  on  to
someone else who will love it just
as much. This creates a beautiful
message  about  mortality  and
continuity.  The  Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  Film  suggests  that
while  our  physical  bodies  may
fail, the stories we keep and the
love we share for them is eternal.
The  f i lm  a l so  t ouches  on
resilience,  reminding  viewers
that even after the worst storms,
life  can  become  vibrant  and
meaningful  again.

Symbolism and Imagery

The  film  is  rich  with  symbolic
elements.  The  flying  books
represent  freedom,  imagination,
and  the  soul  of  literature.  The
library is a sanctuary, a place of
safety  and  transformation.
Morris's  book,  which  he  writes
throughout  the  film,  symbolizes
his  own  life  story.  When  he
f in ishes  i t ,  h is  journey  is
complete.

T h e  c o l o r  r e d  a p p e a r s
strategically.  The book that  the
flying woman sends to Morris is
red,  standing  out  against  the
gray  landscape.  This  red  book
serves as a compass, leading him
to his destiny. Later, we see an
apple on Morris's desk, a nod to
Isaac  Newton  and  the  idea  of
discovery. Even the musical score
plays a symbolic role. The music
swells with emotion, guiding the
viewer  through  the  highs  and
lows of the story without needing
a single line of spoken dialogue.
Every element in The Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  Film  is  carefully
chosen to serve the larger story.

Critical Reception
and Awards

Upon its release, The Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  Film  was  met  with
near-universal  acclaim.  Critics
praised  its  emotional  depth,
visual  artistry,  and  universal
appeal. The film went on to win
the  Academy  Award  for  Best
Animated Short Film in 2012, a
significant  achievement  for  an



independent  studio.  It  also  won
the  Annie  Award  for  Best
Animated Short Subject and was
honored at film festivals around
the world.

Audiences responded to the film's
quiet sincerity. In an age of loud,
fast-paced  entertainment,  here
was  a  short  fi lm  that  asked
viewers  to  slow down and feel.
Many  libraries  and  schools
adopted  the  film  as  a  tool  for
teaching about resilience and the
love of  reading.  The success  of
The  Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris Lessmore Film also put
Moonbot  Studios  on  the  map,
leading  to  further  projects
including an interactive iPad app
version of the story, which won a
Digital  Emmy  Award.  The  film
has  since  become  a  staple  in
discussions  about  the  future  of
storytelling in the digital age.

The Interactive App
and Transmedia
Storytelling

One  of  the  most  innovative
aspects  of  The  Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore Film is its expansion
into  other  media.  Moonbot
Studios  released  an  interactive
iPad app that is part book, part
film,  and  part  game.  This  app
allows users to interact with the
world  of  Morris  Lessmore  in  a
deeply  engaging  way.  You  can
help  Morris  color  in  the  world,
play  with  the  flying books,  and
even read along with the story.

This  transmedia  approach  was
groundbreaking. It showed that a

story  could  exist  beautifully  in
multiple formats, each enhancing
the other. The app is often cited
as a prime example of how digital
media can enrich literacy rather
than detract from it. For fans of
The  Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris Lessmore Film, the app
offers  a  deeper  dive  into  the
universe, allowing them to spend
more  time  with  Morris  and  his
books .  I t  a l so  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  filmmakers'
commitment  to  innovation,
proving that the spirit of the film
is not confined to the screen but
can be carried in your hands.

Why The Fantastic
Flyings Of Mr
Morris Lessmore
Film Resonates
Today

In a world that often feels chaotic
and  uncertain,  The  Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore  F i lm  o f f e r s  a
comforting  reminder  of  what
truly matters. The film speaks to
the inner life of the reader and
the writer. It validates the quiet
joy of getting lost in a book and
the  profound  connection  that
happens when we share stories.
For  children,  it  is  a  magical
adventure.  For  adults,  it  is  a
poignant reflection on life,  loss,
and purpose.

The film also champions the role
of  librarians  and  caretakers  of
culture. In an era where libraries
face  budget  cuts  and  questions
about  their  relevance,  The
Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
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Morris Lessmore Film makes a
powerful  case  for  why  these
institutions  are  vital.  They  are
not just storage rooms for books;
they  are  sanctuaries  for  the
human spirit. Morris Lessmore is
every  librarian,  every  teacher,
every parent who passes on the
love  of  reading  to  the  next
generation.  That  is  a  timeless
message, and it is why this film
continues to find new audiences.

Lessons for Writers
and Creatives

There  are  specific  lessons  that
w r i t e r s  a n d  c r e a t i v e
professionals can draw from The
Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris  Lessmore  Film.  First,
the film demonstrates the power
of  showing  rather  than  telling.
With  almost  no  dialogue,  it
conveys  complex  emotions  with
clarity  and  grace.  Second,  it
teaches  the  value  of  patience.
Morris  spends  years  tending  to
his  library  and  working  on  his
book.  Creat iv i ty ,  the  f i lm
suggests,  is  a  slow  and  steady
process of care.

Third,  the  film  highlights  the
importance of finding your voice.
Morris's  book  is  his  own story,
and he does not write it until he
has  l ived  it .  Creatives  are
reminded  that  authentic  work
comes from genuine experience.
Finally,  The Fantastic  Flyings
Of Mr Morris Lessmore Film
encourages  creators  to  think
about legacy. What will you leave

behind?  What  stories  will  you
tell?  The  film  is  a  call  to  put
something  beautiful  into  the
world, regardless of how small it
might seem.

Conclusion

The  Fantastic  Flyings  Of  Mr
Morris  Lessmore  Film  is  far
more than a short animated film.
It is a tender, beautifully crafted
medi ta t ion  on  the  human
condition, wrapped in a package
of  stunning visual  art.  From its
B u s t e r  K e a t o n - i n s p i r e d
protagonis t  to  i t s  l i v ing ,
breathing library, every aspect of
the film is designed to remind us
of the enduring power of stories.
It  has  won  awards,  inspired
interactive  media,  and  touched
the hearts of millions.

The  film  teaches  us  that  even
when  our  own  s tor ies  are
interrupted  by  storms,  there  is
always a book waiting to guide us
home. Whether you are a lifelong
bibliophile, a casual viewer, or a
creator  seeking inspiration,  this
film offers something valuable. It
is  a  testament  to  the  idea that
literature  can  literally  give  us
wings. In the end, The Fantastic
F l y i n g s  O f  M r  M o r r i s
Lessmore Film is not just about
flying books. It is about the flight
of the human spirit, carried aloft
by the words and worlds we love.
If you have not yet experienced
this masterpiece, it is time to let
Morris Lessmore lead you to your
own personal library of wonder.


