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Discover the Magic of Ali
Baba And The Forty
Thieves Story For Kids

Few tales capture the imagination quite like
Ali Baba And The Forty Thieves Story
For Kids. This classic Arabian adventure
from One Thousand and One Nights has
been enchanting young readers for

centuries with its blend of danger,
cleverness, and magical discovery. Parents
seeking a captivating bedtime story or
educators looking for a meaningful tale with
strong moral lessons will find this narrative
particularly rewarding. The story not only
entertains but also introduces children to
themes of honesty, resourcefulness, and
standing up against greed. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the
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full storyline, break down its key characters,
highlight its most valuable lessons, and
offer tips for sharing this timeless tale with
children in an engaging way.

The Story of Ali Baba: A
Complete Retelling for
Children

Long ago in a Persian town, there lived two
brothers named Ali Baba and Cassim. Ali
Baba was a poor woodcutter who worked
hard every day chopping wood in the forest
to feed his family. His brother Cassim, on
the other hand, had married a wealthy
woman and lived in a large house with
servants, fine carpets, and plenty of gold.
Despite their different fortunes, the

brothers cared for one another, though
Cassim often looked down on Ali Baba for
his simple life.

One afternoon, while Ali Baba was gathering
wood in the forest, he heard the thunder of
hooves in the distance. Fearing bandits, he
quickly climbed a tall tree and hid among
its thick branches. From his hiding spot, he
watched a group of forty fierce-looking men
ride up to a massive rock face nearby. Their
leader, a tall man with a black beard and a
commanding voice, dismounted and
approached the rock. Then something
extraordinary happened.

The leader called out in a loud, clear voice:
"Open Sesame!"

To Ali Baba's amazement, a hidden door in
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the rock swung open, revealing a dark cave.
The forty men carried heavy saddlebags
inside, stayed for a while, and then
emerged. The leader once again spoke the
magic words: "Close Sesame!" The door
sealed shut behind them, and the riders
disappeared into the forest.

Ali Baba Discovers the Secret
Cave

After the thieves had gone, Ali Baba
climbed down from the tree, his heart
pounding with curiosity. He approached the
rock face and, remembering the strange
words, said, "Open Sesame!" The door
swung open instantly. Inside, he found a
cave filled with unimaginable treasure: piles
of gold coins, silk fabrics, jeweled swords,

silver goblets, and chests overflowing with
precious gems. This was the thieves' secret
hideout, where they stored all the riches
they had stolen over the years.

Ali Baba, being an honest man, did not want
to take more than he needed. He filled his
saddlebags with just a few bags of gold
coins, enough to provide for his family, and
then left. He spoke "Close Sesame!" and
the door sealed shut. Then he hurried
home, hardly believing what had just
happened.

When his wife saw the gold, she was
overjoyed but also worried. She wanted to
know exactly how much they had, so she
went to borrow a measuring cup from
Cassim's wife. Now, Cassim's wife was a
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nosy and curious woman. She wondered
why poor Ali Baba's wife would need a
measuring cup. To satisfy her curiosity, she
secretly rubbed some sticky honey on the
bottom of the cup.

When the cup was returned, a single gold
coin was stuck to the bottom. Cassim's
wife's eyes went wide. She ran to her
husband and exclaimed, "Your brother is
richer than you think! Look what was stuck
to the cup!"

Cassim's Greed Leads to Trouble

Cassim confronted his brother, and poor Ali
Baba, wanting to be honest, told him
everything about the cave and the magic
words. Cassim immediately set off for the
forest with a mule and ten large chests,

intending to take as much treasure as he
could carry. When he reached the rock, he
called out, "Open Sesame!" and rushed
inside.

Inside the cave, Cassim was overwhelmed
by greed. He threw gold and jewels into his
chests, piling them higher and higher. He
worked for hours, forgetting about time. But
when he finally tried to leave, his mind went
blank. He had heard the magic words from
Ali Baba, but in his excitement, he could not
remember them. He shouted, "Open
Barley!" but nothing happened. He tried,
"Open Wheat!" Still, the door would not
open. He shouted every grain he could think
of, but none of them were "Sesame."

Meanwhile, the forty thieves returned to the
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cave. They found Cassim trapped inside. In
a flash, the angry thieves killed Cassim for
his greed and left his body inside the cave
as a warning to anyone else who might try
to steal from them.

When Cassim did not return home, his wife
grew worried and sent for Ali Baba. Ali Baba
went to the cave, spoke the magic words,
and found his brother's body. Heartbroken,
he carried Cassim home and arranged for a
proper burial, all while keeping the secret of
the cave to protect everyone involved.

The Cleverness of
Morgiana: A Heroine Kids

Will Love

One of the most exciting parts of Ali Baba
And The Forty Thieves Story For Kids is
the introduction of Morgiana, a smart and
loyal servant in Cassim's household. After
Cassim's death, Ali Baba took Morgiana into
his own home, and she quickly proved to be
invaluable.

The forty thieves, realizing that someone
else knew their secret, set out to find and
eliminate whoever had entered their cave.
Their leader devised a cunning plan. He
disguised himself as an oil merchant and
approached Ali Baba's house, asking for
shelter for the night. He brought with him
forty large oil jars. But here is the twist:
hidden inside thirty-nine of those jars were

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by Clarence & Vanessa ¢ Wisdom is the reward for listening. ¢
Page 5



the thieves themselves, armed and ready to
attack at midnight. Only one jar actually
contained oil.

Morgiana, ever observant, noticed that
something felt wrong. She saw the flicker of
movement in one of the jars and heard faint
whispers coming from the others. Instead of
panicking, she acted quickly and cleverly.
She boiled a large pot of oil and poured it
into each jar one by one, defeating the
hidden thieves before they could strike.
Then, when the leader came to call his men,
he discovered they were all gone. Furious
and defeated, he fled into the night.

The Final Confrontation and

Morgiana's Triumph

But the leader of the forty thieves was not
ready to give up. He returned to the town
disquised as a merchant and befriended Ali
Baba's son, hoping to gain access to the
house. He was invited to dinner, and during
the meal, Morgiana recognized him by the
dagger hidden beneath his robe.

Once again, Morgiana used her quick
thinking. She dressed up as a dancer and
performed a traditional dagger dance for
the guests. As she twirled and moved closer
to the merchant, she plunged her dagger
into his heart, saving Ali Baba's life for the
second time.

Ali Baba was stunned, but when Morgiana
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explained who the merchant really was, he cave. He represents honesty and
understood. He was deeply grateful. In generosity.
recognition of her courage and loyalty, Ali « Cassim - Ali Baba's wealthy but

Baba gave Morgiana her freedom and
arranged for her to marry his son. The
treasure from the cave was used wisely and
shared with those in need, and Ali Baba
lived the rest of his days in peace and

greedy brother. His greed leads to his
downfall and serves as a cautionary
example.

e Morgiana - A clever and brave

prosperity. servant girl who saves Ali Baba's life
not once but twice. She is the true
Key Characters in the hero of the story.

* The Forty Thieves - A ruthless gang
of bandits who steal treasure and try

_ o to protect their secret at any cost.
To help children follow along, it is useful to « The Leader of the Thieves - A
introduce the main characters of Ali Baba

And The Forty Thieves Story For Kids:

Story

cunning and dangerous man who
disguises himself to try to catch Ali
« Ali Baba - A kind, humble woodcutter Baba.
who discovers the thieves' secret
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for Children

The Ali Baba And The Forty Thieves
Story For Kids is more than just a thrilling
adventure. It is packed with meaningful
lessons that parents and teachers can
discuss with children:

1. Greed leads to trouble. Cassim's
greed cost him his life. This is a clear
message about the dangers of
wanting too much, too quickly.

2. Honesty and humility are
rewarded. Ali Baba only took what
he needed and was honest with his
brother, even when it was difficult. In
the end, honesty brought him lasting

Imfpportesht Moral Lessons

3.

rains are stronger than
strength. Morgiana, a young servant
girl, outsmarted forty fierce thieves
using her intelligence, not her
muscles. This is a powerful lesson for
kids about thinking before acting.
Loyalty and courage matter.
Morgiana risked her own life to
protect Ali Baba and his family. Her
loyalty was rewarded with freedom
and love.

. Kindness comes back to you. Ali

Baba showed kindness to his
brother's widow and to Morgiana, and
in return, he received protection and
loyalty.
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for Modern Kids

You might wonder whether a tale from
centuries ago can still capture the attention
of today's children. The answer is a
resounding yes. Ali Baba And The Forty
Thieves Story For Kids offers everything
young readers love: secret caves, magic
words, hidden treasure, dangerous villains,
and a brave heroine who saves the day. The
story also introduces children to a different
culture and time, sparking curiosity about
the world and its rich storytelling traditions.

Reading this story together at bedtime or in
the classroom creates wonderful
opportunities for discussion. Kids often ask

VI This IS PEIFECIY
t Ali Ba a te anyone sooner How

did Morgiana know the thieves were in the
jars?" "What would | do if | found a secret
cave?" These conversations help develop
critical thinking, empathy, and moral
reasoning.

Tips for Telling the Story
to Kids

If you are planning to share Ali Baba And
The Forty Thieves Story For Kids with
your little ones, here are some practical tips
to make it even more engaging:

¢ Use expressive voices. Give each
character a distinct voice. Make the
leader of the thieves sound deep and
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menacing, and make Morgiana sound
clever and confident.

Encourage participation. Have kids
shout "Open Sesame!" and "Close
Sesame!" with you at the right
moments. This interactive element
makes the story memorable.

Pause for questions. Stop at key
moments to ask what they think will
happen next. This builds anticipation
and keeps them engaged.

Focus on Morgiana's heroism.
Many kids, especially girls, love
seeing a clever female character take
center stage. Highlight her bravery.
Draw or act it out. After reading,
invite children to draw their favorite
scene or act out a short play based on
the story.

e Discuss the magic words. Explain

that "Open Sesame" comes from the
sesame plant, whose seed pods burst
open when ripe - a natural magic that
inspired the story.

Related Stories and
Activities

If your child enjoys Ali Baba And The
Forty Thieves Story For Kids, they will
likely also enjoy other tales from One
Thousand and One Nights, such as:

e Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp

- Another story of a poor young man
who discovers magical treasures.

¢ Sinbad the Sailor - A series of

exciting sea adventures filled with
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mythical creatures. exploration.
e The Seven Voyages of Sinbad -
Perfect for kids who love action and You can also
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