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Kenmore Dishwasher Installation
Manual

Installing Your Kenmore
Dishwasher: A Step-by-
Step Guide Referencing
the Official Manual

Bringing a new Kenmore dishwasher into
your home is an exciting upgrade that
promises convenience and sparkling
clean dishes. However, the installation
process can feel intimidating if you are
not a seasoned DIY enthusiast. While
every Kenmore dishwasher installation
manual provides model-specific details,
understanding the general principles and
workflow can save you time, money, and
frustration. This comprehensive guide
walks you through the entire process,
from preparation and tools to final
testing, all while explaining how to get
the most value from your official
Kenmore dishwasher installation manual.
Whether you are replacing an old unit or
installing one for the first time, this
article will help you approach the task
with confidence.

Why Read the Kenmore
Dishwasher Installation
Manual First?

The most critical step before lifting a
single tool is to locate and read the
official Kenmore dishwasher installation
manual. This document is not a generic
set of instructions; it is tailored
specifically to your model’s dimensions,

electrical requirements, and water
connection specifications. Ignoring the
manual can lead to improper installation,
voided warranties, or even safety
hazards such as electrical shorts or water
leaks. The manual will include a list of
supplied parts, torque specifications for
plumbing connections, and detailed
diagrams for leveling and securing the
unit. Keep it nearby throughout the
process—it is your best friend during
installation.

Essential Tools and
Materials for Kenmore
Dishwasher Installation

Before you begin, gather all necessary
tools and materials. The Kenmore
dishwasher installation manual typically
lists these, but a standard set includes:

e Adjustable wrenches (two, for
tightening supply line connections)

e Screwdrivers (Phillips and flat-
head)

» Flat-blade screwdriver for prying
off the kickplate

e Level to ensure the unit sits evenly

e Bucket for catching residual water
from old hoses

e Teflon tape for sealing threaded
pipe connections

e Wire nuts and electrical tape (if
hardwiring)

o Safety gloves and goggles

* Flashlight for viewing under the
sink and behind the unit
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Additionally, you may need a
dishwasher installation kit, which
includes a brass compression fitting, a
90-degree elbow, and a rubber drain
hose connector. Check your manual for
any model-specific requirements, such as
a separate water hammer arrestor or a
specific type of supply line.

Pre-Installation
Checklist: Are You
Ready?

Check Electrical Requirements

Kenmore dishwashers are typically
hardwired or use a cord and plug. The
manual will specify voltage (usually
120V) and amperage. Ensure your circuit
breaker is dedicated to the dishwasher,
with a capacity of at least 15 amps. If you
are not confident with electrical work,
hire a licensed electrician. Never use an
extension cord.

Examine Water Supply and
Drain

You need a hot water supply line (often
3/8-inch compression) located within
reach of the dishwasher’s water inlet
valve. The drain hose must connect
either to the sink’s drain tailpiece (using
a high loop or air gap) or directly to a
garbage disposal unit. The manual will
illustrate the proper configuration to
prevent backflow.

Measure the Opening

The standard opening for a dishwasher is
24 inches wide, 35 inches high, and 24
inches deep. Use a tape measure to
confirm your space matches the
specifications in the Kenmore dishwasher
installation manual. If the opening is
slightly too small, you may need to

remove trim or adjust countertop cleats.

Removing the Old
Dishwasher (If
Applicable)

If you are replacing an existing unit, start
by shutting off power at the breaker and
turning off the water supply under the
sink. Disconnect the supply line, drain
hose, and electrical wiring (taking note of
how they are connected for reference).
Carefully pull the old dishwasher forward,
protecting the floor with cardboard.
Remove the mounting brackets that
secure the unit to the countertop or side
cabinets. This step is straightforward but
can be messy—keep a towel handy for
any drips.

Step-by-Step
Installation Following
Kenmore Guidelines

Step 1: Prepare the New
Dishwasher

Lay the new Kenmore dishwasher on its
back (use protective padding) to access
the bottom. Depending on your model,
you may need to attach the water inlet
elbow, install the drain hose, and secure
the electrical connection box. The
Kenmore dishwasher installation
manual will show exact placement of
these components. Wrap all threaded
connections with Teflon tape to prevent
leaks. For models with a power cord,
attach it now; for hardwiring, run the
cable into the junction box and connect
with wire nuts, matching colors (black to
black, white to white, green or bare to
ground).
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Supply Line

Under the sink, locate the hot water
shutoff valve. Attach the supply line
(braided stainless steel is recommended)
to the valve and then to the dishwasher’s
inlet elbow. Tighten securely with two
wrenches—one to hold the fitting, one to
turn the nut. Check the manual for torque
specifications, if  provided.  Avoid
overtightening, which can damage the
brass threads.

Step 3: Route the Drain Hose

Most Kenmore dishwashers include a pre-
installed drain hose that you will connect
to your sink drain or disposal. The
manual emphasizes creating a high
loop—the hose must rise 32 inches
above the floor before dropping down to
the drain connection. This prevents dirty
water from siphoning back into the
dishwasher. Secure the hose with a zip
tie to the underside of the countertop or
cabinet. Use a hose clamp at the drain
connection point.

Step 4: Slide the Dishwasher
into Place

Carefully push the dishwasher into the
opening, feeding the supply line and
drain hose as you go. Avoid kinking the
hoses. Use a level to check front-to-back
and side-to-side alignment. Adjust the
legs (usually turning them clockwise to
raise, counterclockwise to lower) until the
unit is perfectly level. The manual may
suggest a slight backward tilt (1/8 inch)
so that the door does not swing open on
its own.

Step 5: Secure the Dishwasher

Kenmore dishwashers come with
mounting brackets that attach to the top
edges or sides. Some models use screws

underside of the countertop (if solid
surface) or into side cabinets. Follow the
instructions carefully—improper securing
can cause the dishwasher to tip when the
door is opened. Tighten screws snugly
but do not strip them.

Step 6: Complete Electrical and
Water Connections

If you hardwired the unit, turn the power
back on at the breaker and test with a
voltage tester. For plug-in models, simply
connect to the dedicated outlet under the
sink. Slowly turn on the water supply and
check all connections for drips. The
manual may recommend running a short
test cycle while still accessible to confirm
no leaks.

Step 7: Install the Kickplate
and Final Adjustments

Snap or screw the decorative kickplate
onto the base of the dishwasher. Recheck
that the door opens and closes smoothly,
and that no hoses are pinched. Your
Kenmore dishwasher installation manual
will have a final checklist—run through it
to ensure everything is properly secured.

Testing Your New
Kenmore Dishwasher

Once installed, run a rinse cycle (or the
first wash cycle with no dishes) to flush
out any debris from manufacturing and
confirm water fills, drains, and heats
properly. Listen for unusual noises. Check
under the sink again for leaks after the
cycle completes. If you notice any
issues—such as the dishwasher not
starting, water not draining, or strange
sounds—consult the troubleshooting
section of your manual. Many common
problems are solved by checking a
kinked drain hose or a tripped GFCI
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Common Installation
Mistakes to Avoid

* Forgetting the high loop in the
drain hose - This is a top cause of
drainage issues and bad odors.

* Not using Teflon tape -
Threaded connections will likely
leak over time.

* Overtightening supply line nuts
- This can crack brass fittings or
crush rubber washers.

* Neglecting to level the
dishwasher - An unlevel unit
leads to poor cleaning and
potential door alignment problems.

* Skipping the manual’s specific
torque values - These are critical
for models with specialized
connections.

When to Call a
Professional

While many homeowners can handle a
Kenmore dishwasher installation, certain
situations warrant professional help. If
your electrical wiring does not meet
code, your plumbing requires significant
alteration, or the cabinet opening needs
structural modification, hire a licensed
installer. Additionally, if your manual
indicates a need for a dishwasher
mounting kit for stone countertops
(which require special brackets), a
professional with the right tools is
advisable. Sometimes, the peace of mind
of a leak-free, code-compliant installation
is worth the cost.

FAQs About the

Installation Manual

Where can | find a digital copy
of my Kenmore dishwasher
installation manual?

Official manuals are available on the
Kenmore website by entering your model
number. You can also find them on
appliance parts retailer sites. Always use
the manual matching your exact model
number.

Can | use a universal
installation kit with my
Kenmore dishwasher?

In most cases, yes. However, the manual
will specify the correct fitting size
(usually 3/8-inch NPT) and hose length.
Universal kits are fine as long as they
meet the requirements.

How long does a typical
Kenmore dishwasher
installation take?

For an experienced DIYer, replacing an
old dishwasher takes about 1 to 2 hours.
First-time installation might take 2 to 4
hours, especially if you are reading the
manual as you go.

Conclusion

Installing a Kenmore dishwasher is a
rewarding project that can be
accomplished with careful planning, the
right tools, and—most importantly—close
adherence to your Kenmore dishwasher
installation manual. By following the
steps outlined above, you'll avoid costly
mistakes, protect your warranty, and
enjoy years of reliable service. Always
prioritize safety, especially when dealing



And remember, the manual is not justa Happy installing, and enjoy the
formality; it is the most authoritative convenience of your sparkling new
appliance.
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