
Steven Spielberg A Biography

Downloaded from order.fishbonesusa.com by
Lilian & Parsons • Every book is a new

adventure. • Page 1

Steven Spielberg
A Biography

Early Life
and
Influences:
The Birth
of a
Storyteller

To  study  Steven
S p i e l b e r g  a
biography  is  to
t r a c e  t h e  v e r y
e v o l u t i o n  o f
modern  cinema.
Born on December
1 8 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  i n
Cincinnati,  Ohio,
S t e v e n  A l l a n
Spielberg  was  not

a n  i m m e d i a t e
success  story.  He
was  a  shy,  often
b u l l i e d  c h i l d
growing  up  in  a
Jewish  family  that
moved  frequently,
eventually  settling
in Phoenix, Arizona.
His  father,  Arnold,
was  an  electrical
engineer,  and  his
mother,  Leah,  was
a  concert  pianist.
This  unique  blend
o f  t e c h n i c a l
p r e c i s i o n  a n d
artistic  sensitivity
would  later  define
his  f i lmmaking
style.



Spielberg's  entry
into  filmmaking
was  born  out  of  a
need for connection
and  control.  After
seeing the film The
Greatest  Show  on
Ear th ,  a  young
Spielberg  began
staging  his  own
train crashes using
his Lionel train set.
His  father's  8mm
camera became his
tool for storytelling.
By the time he was
a teenager, he had
made  dozens  of
amateur  f i lms ,
often  featuring  his
t h r e e  y o u n g e r
sisters.  His  first
completed  feature-
l e n g t h  f i l m ,
Firelight (1964)—a
science  f ic t ion
s t o r y  a b o u t
aliens—was  made
for  just  $500  and
shown  at  a  local
theater.  This  early

project  already
c o n t a i n e d  t h e
thematic  seeds  of
wonder ,  fami ly
separation,  and
ex t ra te r re s t r i a l
contact  that  would
blossom  decades
l a t e r  i n  C l o s e
Encounters  and
E.T.

After  his  parents'
divorce,  Spielberg
moved to California
with  his  father.
Failing  to  get  into
the  prest igious
U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Southern California
film school—a snub
he  has  often  cited
as  a  motivator—he
attended California
State  University,
Long  Beach.  His
relentless  ambition
led  him  to  sneak
onto  the  Universal
Studios  lot,  where
h e  e v e n t u a l l y
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talked his way into
a  meet ing  tha t
l a n d e d  h i m  a n
unpaid  internship
i n  t h e  e d i t i n g
department.  This
bold  move  set  the
s t a g e  f o r  h i s
explosive entry into
p r o f e s s i o n a l
Hollywood.

Breaking
into
Hollywood:
From Duel
to Jaws

S p i e l b e r g ' s
television  work  in
the late 1960s and
early  1970s  was  a
masterc lass  in
ef f ic iency .  His
d i rect ion  o f  an
episode of Columbo
and  the  TV  movie
D u e l  ( 1 9 7 1 )

s h o w c a s e d  a n
astonishing  ability
to generate tension
f r o m  m i n i m a l
resources.  Duel,
t h e  s t o r y  o f  a
traveling  salesman
terror ized  by  a
mysterious  truck,
w a s  s o  w e l l
received that it was
r e l e a s e d
t h e a t r i c a l l y
internationally  and
e s s e n t i a l l y
l a u n c h e d  h i s
feature film career.

His  first  theatrical
f e a t u r e ,  T h e
Sugarland  Express
(1974),  starring
G o l d i e  H a w n ,
received  critical
acclaim but  was  a
b o x  o f f i c e
d isappo intment .
However,  it  was
enough to convince
Universal to take a
risk  on  a  troubled



pro jec t  he  was
developing:  a  film
about a killer shark
based  on  Peter
Benchley's  novel.
That film was Jaws
(1975).

The  production  of
Jaws is the stuff of
Hollywood  legend.
The  mechanical
shark,  nicknamed
"Bruce,"  constantly
m a l f u n c t i o n e d ,
forcing Spielberg to
shoot  around  it.
Instead  of  ruining
t h e  f i l m ,  t h i s
limitation  forced
H i t c h c o c k i a n
i n n o v a t i o n :
Spielberg used the
shark's  point  of
v i e w ,  J o h n
Williams'  terrifying
two-note score, and
the  yellow  barrels
f loat ing  on  the
surface to imply the
threat.  The  result

w a s  a  c u l t u r a l
phenomenon.  Jaws
i s  w i d e l y
considered the first
s u m m e r
b l o c k b u s t e r ,
redef ining  how
H o l l y w o o d
m a r k e t e d  a n d
released  films.  It
earned  over  $470
million  worldwide
a n d  s e c u r e d
Spielberg's place in
history.

The Golden
Age of
Blockbuste
rs and
Heart

Following  Jaws ,
Spielberg entered a
p e r i o d  o f
u n p r e c e d e n t e d
c r e a t i v e  a n d
c o m m e r c i a l
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success.  In  1977,
he  released  Close
Encounters of the
Th i rd  K ind ,  a
deeply  personal
film about ordinary
p e o p l e
encountering  alien
l i fe .  Unl ike  the
terrifying  shark,
this  film  offered  a
message  of  hope,
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
and  wonder .  I t
earned him his first
Academy  Award
nomination for Best
Director.

H e  t h e n
collaborated  with
his  friend  George
Lucas to launch the
Indiana  Jones
series with Raiders
o f  the  Los t  Ark
(1981).  This  film
w a s  a  p e r f e c t
s y n t h e s i s  o f
Spielberg's love for
adventure  serials,

combining non-stop
action,  humor,  and
a  charismatic  hero
in Harrison Ford. It
w o n  m u l t i p l e
O s c a r s  f o r
t e c h n i c a l
achievements  and
became a blueprint
for  the  modern
action-adventure
genre.

Perhaps  no  f i lm
c a p t u r e s  t h e
essence  of  Steven
Spielberg's  heart
better  than  E.T.
t h e  E x t r a -
Terrestrial (1982).
Drawing  directly
f r o m  h i s  o w n
c h i l d h o o d
loneliness after his
parents'  divorce,
Spielberg crafted a
story  about  a  boy
who  finds  a  lost
alien and helps him
get home. E.T. was
a  p h e n o m e n o n



unlike any other. It
b e c a m e  t h e
highest-grossing
film  of  all  time  (a
record it held for a
decade)  and  was
nominated for nine
Academy  Awards,
inc lud ing  Bes t
Director  and  Best
Picture.  The  film’s
iconic flying bicycle
scene  remains  one
of the most magical
moments in cinema
history.

The  momentum
continued  through
the  1980s  wi th
Indiana  Jones  and
t h e  T e m p l e  o f
Doom  (1984),  The
C o l o r  P u r p l e
( 1 9 8 5 ) — a
departure  in to
serious drama that
was  nominated  for
11  Oscars—and
Empire of  the Sun
(1987),  a  mature

look at  World War
II through the eyes
of a young boy. He
capped off this era
by  venturing  into
darker  territory
with  Indiana  Jones
a n d  t h e  L a s t
Crusade (1989) and
Always (1989).

1993: A
Year of
Duality and
Mastery

N o  a n a l y s i s  o f
Steven  Spielberg
a  biography  i s
complete  without
e x a m i n i n g  t h e
extraordinary  year
o f  1 9 9 3 .  T h a t
s u m m e r ,  h e
released  Jurassic
P a r k ,  a
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
marvel  that  used
pioneering  CGI
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from  Industrial
Light  &  Magic  to
c r e a t e  l i v i n g ,
b r e a t h i n g
dinosaurs. It was a

landmark  in  visual
effects,  shattering
box  office  records
and  changing  the
industry  forever


